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Chapter 1:  Introduction 

Purpose of the Plan 

Many communities in remote, rural areas struggle to remain viable in a world that has in many ways become more centralized, 

homogenized, and globalized. Big business, corporate farms, giant banks, national media, and consolidated food systems set the 

context in which small communities struggle to be relevant.  Rural communities strive to create a unique identity and address local 

needs by implementing systems that are more decentralized, diversified, and localized.  L‘Anse Township is an example of an area 

where communities are in economic transition.  Careful, community-wide strategic planning is needed to anticipate and respond to 

change with a clear vision and goals.   

This plan was undertaken to help the citizens of L‘Anse Township make informed decisions and set priorities and goals to achieve a 

sustainable future.  The plan contains future land use recommendations and action strategies to assist L‘Anse Township to organize 

efforts and resources for maximum potential.  The plan will serve as a guide for future decisions about growth management, 

development projects, land-use regulation, and infrastructure spending. 

The Michigan Planning Enabling Act states that the purpose of the Master Plan is to guide and accomplish development that satisfies 

all of the following criteria: 

1. Is coordinated, adjusted, harmonious, efficient, and economical 

2. Considers the character of the planning jurisdiction and its suitability for particular uses 

3. Best promotes public health, safety, morals, order, convenience, prosperity, and general welfare 

 

The Master Plan is also meant to promote or adequately provide for the following: 

1. A system of transportation to lessen congestion on streets and provide for safe and efficient movement of people and goods by 

motor vehicles, bicycles, pedestrians, and other legal users. 

2. Safety from fire and other dangers 

3. Light and air 

4. Healthful and convenient distribution of population 

5. Good civic design and arrangement, and wise and efficient expenditure of public funds 

6. Public utilities and improvements such as sewage disposal and water supply  

7. Recreation 

8. The use of resources in accordance with their character and adaptability 
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To this end, master plans address issues relating to land use and 

infrastructure projecting 20 years or more into the future.  Land use 

plans classify and allocate land for such uses as agriculture, 

residences, commerce, industry, recreation, public buildings, 

schools, and natural resource utilization or conservation, etc.  To do 

this, it is important to understand existing conditions and 

relationships between the natural environment (soils, wetlands, 

topography, forests, waterways, open spaces), built environment 

(transportation infrastructure, housing, waste and water supply 

systems, public utilities), and social environment (population, 

employment, activity centers, governance, sources of wealth).   

However, a master plan is not simply a technical, statistical 

document.  A Master Plan is a living document that rests upon the 

foundation of community vision—what the people of a community 

envision for their collective future.  This master plan incorporates 

significant regional input which aided in the creation of appropriate 

goals and strategies that are consistent with a regional identity.  

Today, as resources are thinly stretched, it is also important to look 

for beneficial collaborations with neighboring communities, and 

adopt an attitude of support for initiatives that benefit the greater 

region as a whole, therefore benefitting the Township in the process.  

This plan is created from a perspective of collaboration and cooperation with the municipalities that surround L‘Anse Township, and 

the County as a whole.   

Master Plans form a framework for zoning and other public policies which serve to enforce the community vision.  Community goals 

relating to growth, economic development, recreation, environment, education, historic preservation, and water resource management 

provide criteria for policy and regulation.  

Figure 1-1:  Plan context, understanding 

conditions and relationships 
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The Planning Process 

The planning process is based on some preliminary work performed by the L‘Anse Township Planning Commission and Baraga 

County as the Village of L‘Anse updated its Master Plan and the 2000/2001 Baraga County Strategic Plan was developed.  A series of 

attitudinal surveys provided valuable public input for the region. 

In 2003, Baraga County completed the fourth in a series of attitudinal surveys intended to gather input from local residents.  The first 

survey in 1988 was a joint effort between the Baraga County Resource Council, Northern Michigan University, and Michigan State 

University, and utilized hundreds of volunteers.  It was considered to be one of the most comprehensive community surveys ever done 

in the State.  These surveys were updated every five years, and then were used as a starting point around which to form focus groups 

for the purpose of updating the Baraga County Strategic Plan.  Summaries of these surveys are included in Chapter 4: Community 

Visioning.   

The L‘Anse Village Planning Commission met on March 19, 2007 to discuss the creation of a Master Plan for the Village.  The 

L‘Anse Planning Commission completed a community survey in October of 2007 to gain community input.  A total of 110 surveys 

were completed.  Results of these surveys are summarized in Chapter 4:  Community Visioning.  

The Township of L‘Anse decided to engage in preparation of a Master plan and zoning ordinance revision in August of 2007 after 

experiencing difficulties with an outdated zoning ordinance.  A project kick-off meeting was held on January 16, 2008.  Present at the 

meeting were representatives of the Planning Commission, Zoning Board of Appeals, and U. P. Engineers & Architects.  The 

consultant gave a presentation that included a general overview of the Census Data research and GIS maps created to date and an 

overview of the current planning process in Michigan. 

A community workshop was help on March 18, 2008 to discuss future development of L‘Anse Township for the preparation of the 

Master Plan.  Because the Village of L‘Anse was also in the process of updating their plan and zoning ordinance, it was agreed that 

the public participation process should be combined to augment and support both plans. 

The L‘Anse Township Planning Commission and Board of Zoning Appeals convened on October 16, 2008 to discuss goals and 

objectives for the plan along with zoning issues, concerns, and needed changes.  A more collaborative planning process including the 

Village of L‘Anse and the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community was discussed.  Also present at the meeting were the Zoning 

Administrator/Building Inspector, Supervisor, and Supervisor-Elect. 

A luncheon Focus Group Meeting was held on November 6, 2008.  Attendees represented various interests including the L‘Anse area 

schools, Village of L‘Anse Tourism Association and Baraga County Convention and Visitors Bureau, L‘Anse Planning Commission, 

Baraga County Memorial Hospital and Bayside Village, County Board, Michigan Department of Natural Resources, local religious 
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institutions, Keweenaw Bay Indian Community economic development department, L‘Anse Downtown Development Authority, 

Baraga County Community Foundation, and Village management. Two high-school students also participated in the discussion.  After 

individual introductions, background was presented on the Master Plan process for the Village of L‘Anse and L‘Anse Township, 

though it was made clear that the focus of this meeting was the larger Baraga/L‘Anse area.  The discussion provided focus and 

direction to the Master Plans for both municipalities.  Two surveys were distributed at this meeting, one to determine local talents 

(potential area mentors and subject experts), and the other to stimulate discussion for a regional SWOT analysis (Strengths, 

Weaknesses, Opportunities, Threats).  Survey results and discussion notes from the meeting are summarized in Chapter 4, providing 

valuable input into the plan.  The surveys are included in Appendix A. 

Members of the public 

from the Village of 

L‘Anse and L‘Anse 

Township were 

invited to imagine the 

future of L‘Anse in an 

open house format 

held at the L‘Anse 

School Cafetorium on 

December 1, 2008.  

The open house 

included educational 

displays from special 

interest groups such as 

Northern Options, 

area realtors, and the 

L‘Anse Warden Electric 

Company plant.  Participants filled out surveys and gave input through a group discussion.  Topics of discussion included energy, rail 

and port transportation, tourism, regional trails, area attractions and strengths, recreation, marketing and promotion, ident ity creation, 

aesthetic enhancement, needs of the aging and youth populations, education, and governmental collaboration.  A full summary is 

included in Chapter 4:  Community Visioning.   

Meanwhile, a community profile was prepared to assess current conditions and trends and illustrate important concepts with graphs, 

tables, and maps.  From the information developed through this analysis and the community participation sessions, draft goals and 

objectives were formulated and discussed in planning commission work sessions.  Consensus was obtained on future land use 

Open house planning meeting for the Village and Township of L’Anse, December 2008.   
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alternatives, based on various considerations including soils, natural features, road condition, availability of public services, and 

community vision.  The draft plan was then created and made available for public comment on a project website, and was presented in 

a public forum.  Changes were considered and incorporated, and the final version of the Plan was approved by the Planning 

Commission on __________, 2012.  The Plan was then distributed to surrounding jurisdictions for review and comment, and 

presented to the Township Board for final adoption on __________, 2012. 

This Plan is prepared under authority of the Michigan Planning Enabling Act, P.A. 33 of 2008.  It is not a regulatory document, but a 

policy plan which serves as a foundation upon which the Township will adopt regulations to implement the recommendations of the 

Plan.  The Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, P.A. 110 of 2006, stipulates that the zoning ordinance shall be based upon a plan designed 

to promote the public health, safety, and general welfare; to encourage the use of lands in accordance with their character and 

adaptability; to limit the improper use of land; to conserve natural resources and energy; to meet the needs of the state‘s residents for 

food, fiber, and other natural resources, places of residence, recreation, industry, trade, service, and other uses of land; to insure that 

uses of the land shall be situated in appropriate locations and relationships; to avoid the overcrowding of population; to provide 

adequate light and air; to lessen congestion on the public roads and streets; to reduce hazards to life and property; to facilitate adequate 

provision for a system of transportation, sewage disposal, safe and adequate water supply, education, recreation, and other public 

requirements; and to conserve the expenditure of funds for public improvement and services to conform with the most advantageous 

uses of land, resources, and properties.  This plan provides the basis for zoning under the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act.  The master 

plan is also the basis for subdivision regulations, local land use regulations, and the capital improvements plan.  This helps to ensure 

that these regulations are consistent with the community goals and policies expressed in the master plan.  Elements of the following 

documents have been incorporated into this Master Plan: 

 Baraga County Strategic Plan 2000/2001 

 Fourth Baraga County Attitude Survey (Feb. 16, 2005) 

 New Page Forest Management Plan for the Village of L‘Anse Pinery Lakes Properties 

 Village of L‘Anse/Township of L‘Anse and L‘Anse Area School Recreation Plan 2003 

 Village of L‘Anse/Township of L‘Anse and L‘Anse Area School Recreation Plan 2008 - 2012 

 Baraga Forest Management Unit Compartment Review Presentation (Compartment #14) 

 Baraga Township Land Use Plan 2007 

 Baraga County Recreation Plan 2006 - 2010 
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Use of the Master Plan 

The L‘Anse Township Master Plan will be utilized in the administration of the Township in the following ways: 

1. Advisory Guidelines for Development:  The visioning section of the master plan serves to document public interests and to 

declare public intentions, allowing private sector landowners and developers to make decisions that are consistent with 

public goals.   

2. Foundation for Implementation:  The Master Plan provides a rational, foresighted, comprehensive, long-term oriented 

foundation for zoning, rezoning requests, subdivision and land division regulations, special initiatives, and the capital 

improvement program. 

3. Coordinated Planning:  Provides the mechanism by which to coordinate and communicate with neighboring jurisdictions 

based on common conditions, goals, vision, and interests. 

Next Steps 

Implementation of the plan is an ongoing process, requiring continuous monitoring of changing conditions and progress toward 

achieving plan goals and strategies.  At the very least, the plan shall be reviewed every 5 years after adoption, and the review findings 

shall be recorded in the meeting minutes.  In addition, after adoption of a Master Plan, the Planning Commission shall prepare a 

capital improvements program of public structures and improvements that will be needed or desired and can be undertaken within the 

ensuing six year period.  These will be arranged in order of priority.  In accordance with the Michigan Planning Enabling Act of 2008, 

the capital improvement program is required of all townships that own or operate a water supply or sewage disposal system.   

Contents of the Plan 

The L‘Anse Township Master Plan is organized into six chapters: 

 Chapter 1:  Introduction—Purpose, Process, Use of the Plan, Next Steps, Contents, Executive Summary 

 Chapter 2:  Township Profile—Regional Context, Historic Context, Population & General Demographics, Employment 

and Industry, Economic Development & Jobs:  Potential Opportunity (Knowledge Economy, Green Economy, Tourism, 

Building Local Community Resilience) 

 Chapter 3:  Township Resources—Historic, Scenic/Recreational, Housing, Commercial/Industrial, Transportation, 

Utilities, Public Services, Natural Features and the Environment 

 Chapter 4:  Community Visioning—Process, Community Input, Challenges Summary 

 Chapter 5:  Land Use Planning Trends and Critical Development Issues—Land Use Planning Concepts and Policy, Past 

Land Cover Trends, Regional Patterns, Factors Influencing Land Use, Township Current Land Use and Development 

Patterns, Existing and Potential Land Use Conflicts and Limitations, Development and Redevelopment Opportunities, 
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Corridor and Mixed-Use Design Considerations, Waterfront Development Considerations, Conservation Development, 

Summary of Land Use Considerations 

 Chapter 6:  Strategic Plan—Township Vision Statement, Future Land Use Plan, Economic Development Plan, Resource 

Enhancement Plan, Infrastructure Enhancement Plan, Zoning Plan, and Implementation Plan 

 

Chapter 2:  Township Profile begins with a brief look at L‘Anse Township from a historical perspective and from within a regional 

context.  Any plan for the future of the Township must be based on trends within the larger geographic, economic, and policy region.   

The plan must also be based on an understanding of the people in the community.  Population analysis and projections are basic plan 

elements that impact future land use decisions relating to growth or shrinkage of demand for new development, community facilities 

and services.  These statistics address total population as well as age trends, which are relevant to specific housing and service needs.  

Overall population concentration and the components of population change are explored in the Population and General Demographics 

section.  The Population analysis also includes household, racial, educational, and income characteristics that help to create a lifestyle 

profile of the people of the Township. 

The Employment and Industry section further explores the economy through an understanding of the labor market, occupational 

concentrations, and industrial base sustaining the area.  Workforce development capacity is important in relation to future industry and 

employment initiatives supported by land use frameworks.  Current conditions related to future opportunities for employment growth 

in the knowledge economy, green economy, and tourism are summarized.  Factors relating to local resilience, including community 

food and energy systems and local business development are explored.  

Chapter 3 examines the condition and balance of Township Resources.  It is important that the master plan anticipate future 

infrastructure needs based on an analysis of the current inventory of assets in relationship to utilization of the assets.  This plan 

incorporates an analysis of historic, scenic/recreational, housing, commercial/industrial, transportation, and utilities infrastructure.  

Private and public services resources are examined as well as natural features and the environment. 

Historic resources provide a base of pride and continuity for communities.  Creative showcasing of historic infrastructure can 

stimulate the local economy and provide authentic character for the attraction of new residents.  Strategies for preserving and 

enhancing historic resources are explored in relation to the land use plan and implementation of community goals.  Similarly, Scenic 

and Recreational Resources can enhance a community‘s quality of life.  Detailed planning is needed to match public investment to the 

changing needs of community residents and to anticipate necessary replacement, rehabilitation, or enhancement of facilities. 
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The section on Scenic/Recreational resources is one of the most 

important in that it provides insight into a key economic generator 

(tourism) and valuable public amenities for the Township.  These 

resources contribute to healthy, active lifestyles and improved 

public welfare.  The area is known for its beautiful Lake Superior 

shoreline, native forests, and pristine waterfalls, lakes, and 

streams.  From the shoreline, bluffs, and beaches, residents have a 

beautiful view of unspoiled wilderness and boundless space.  It is 

important to this community to preserve and more fully utilize 

these scenic natural amenities to attract new residents and create a 

high quality of life for area residents.    

Housing infrastructure must be evaluated for consistency with the 

changing needs and desires of various segments of the population.  

The careful provision of diverse housing types is directly related to 

the achievement of population diversity.  An understanding of the 

condition of housing units and demand for housing types must be 

understood in relation to the current economy and demographic 

characteristics.   

Commercial/industrial infrastructure is the economic framework of a community.  These uses must be in balance with environmental 

resources and should be located within a feasible distance from a ready-supply of labor force housing.  Sites especially suited for this 

kind of infrastructure should be set aside for future development opportunities.  The community must carefully plan for the necessary 

public investment to support the commercial and industrial base of the Township. 

Transportation infrastructure serves as the artery for mobility within and beyond the community.  It is also important to future 

economic development of the region.  The pattern of transportation routes in L‘Anse Township today is in large part a result of 

historic growth and development, yet this pattern will help shape how and where growth and development are likely to occur in the 

future.  Communities are beginning to look beyond the creation of more infrastructure oriented to the automobile by placing a priority 

on facilitating alternative modes of transportation.  This is an important factor to consider as the aging population creates a need for 

alternative services, and rising energy costs curb number and distance of trips. 

The Township must engage in long-range planning for efficient provision of Utilities and Public Services Infrastructure based on 

future demand and availability of funding.  Land use decisions have a direct impact on the cost of public service provision. All viable 

Shore of Keweenaw Bay near L’Anse   
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communities meet some minimum level of public facilities and service provision; however, the most desirable communities also 

display a strong sense of identity and pride of place, stimulating private investment through attention to a sustainable future.   

Natural resources have always been of vital importance to the political, economic, and social environment of the Upper Peninsula.  

Responsible stewardship of these vital resources today is necessary to ensure sustainability for the benefit of future generations.  

Elements of Natural Features and the Environment are both a limiting factor for development and a catalyst for development.  Future 

development must be planned to preserve and protect important natural resources while allowing appropriate access to these valuable 

amenities.  Successful environmental management strategies address not only specific features that need protection, but the gaps and 

opportunities for interconnection between these features. 

Chapter 4:  Community Visioning documents the planning process and summarizes the community input which was collected in the 

creation of this plan.  It includes a summary of the community challenges that provide a framework for the strategic plan.  The 

Township has done extensive work to incorporate this valuable input and to ensure that this plan is consistent with the community 

vision and with that of surrounding municipalities.   

Chapter 5:  Current Land Use and Development Trends starts with a discussion of land use planning concepts and policy on a 

National, State, and Regional level.  Past land cover trends for the Township are presented and followed by a discussion of land use 

trends in neighboring jurisdictions, particularly the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community.  Land use is influenced by a variety of factors 

including public interest (such as conservation), public investment in transportation and public facilities infrastructure, land 

ownership, land value, environmental and geologic conditions, and economic conditions. The L‘Anse Township current land use map 

is presented in this Chapter.  The land use factors and their implications are explored in relationship to potential land use conflicts, 

limitations for future development, and development or redevelopment opportunities.  This Chapter discusses considerations for 

corridor and mixed-use development, waterfront development, and conservation development.   

 

Chapter 6:  Strategic Plan brings the entire analysis together and compiles the policies, vision, goals, and objectives within a Future 

Land Use Plan, Economic Development Plan, Resource Enhancement Plan, Infrastructure Enhancement Plan, Zoning Plan, and 

Implementation Plan. 
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Executive Summary 

In the U.S., there has been a growing trend toward metropolitan growth, particularly in the suburbs, over the past decade.  This has 

meant a decline in the population and viability of rural areas, and a rise in suburban sprawl across the landscape.  It has meant that 

more funding support has followed the population away from rural areas and into opportunities within suburban or urban areas.  

Opportunities for rural funding exist within programs targeting transitions to a knowledge economy and implementing energy 

efficiencies or a shift to renewable energy sources.  Programs also exist to improve local agricultural opportunities and local business 

development.  All these programs focus on increasing community resilience in the future.  

L‘Anse Township is generally rural in character with the majority of the Township containing less than 50 people per square mile.  

Total population has remained relatively stable in the L‘Anse area for years.  Although the County population has been on a mostly 

upward trend since 1960 (estimated to be 8,528 in 2008), the population has not yet regained the peak levels reached in 1940.  

Population levels in the Upper Peninsula were greatly impacted by the cycles of economic prosperity or decline of major industries 

such as mining and timber production.  In trying to project Township population into the future, a slightly declining trend seems to be 

reasonable. However, as past area history shows, population projections are limited in that many factors can influence actual trends, 

which can dramatically change with economic conditions or job base.   

Rapid growth of the U.S. population age 65 and over will begin in 2011, when the first of the baby-boom generation reaches age 65, 

and will continue for many years.  This trend has been particularly pronounced in the rural areas of the Upper Peninsula.  Baraga 

County has experienced a continually increasing median age trend since 1980.  It is significant that both L‘Anse Township and 

L‘Anse Village show greater proportions of people age 60 and over than other reference areas.  L‘Anse Village has an unusually large 

proportion of women age 75 and older in comparison to other areas.  This is a sign of an aging population, which will impact social 

services, transportation, and housing decisions.  It also provides an opportunity for increased employment in the health and personal 

care industries.  To offset the aging of the population, the County (and Township) needs to focus on increasing the percentage of 

working population to support the non-working population and ensure a viable economy.  

Native American populations show a lower median age trend.  This may impact recreation decisions in the residential areas that have 

concentrated Native American populations.   

There is also a national trend toward a decline in household size.  This and the associated rise in the number of households, along with 

the increase in home size, has also led to a rate of land consumption that exceeds the rate of population growth in rapidly developing 

areas.  Communities in the Upper Peninsula have not experienced rapid population growth in recent years, and have largely 

maintained the compact development patterns that developed as a result of the historic need for transportation and trade centers, with 

the exception of sprawl developed along the highway corridors.  L‘Anse Township is experiencing pressures to allow further 
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development along the highway corridor, but is attempting to focus development into urbanized nodes as much as possible to maintain 

efficiency of service provision and allow a critical mass of walkable activities to develop.   

L‘Anse Township has experienced an increase in the number of households since 2000, but household composition has been relatively 

stable.  The majority of married-couple families did not have children under 18 years, but the vast majority of families headed by 

female householders (with no husband present) had children.  This has implications for child care employment and unique services as 

these single householders have special needs.  The majority of one-person households are headed by females, which makes sense as 

females generally live longer than men. This may also have service implications as these householders try to age in place.  Average 

family size has declined since 1990.  This information may impact school funding, which has important implications when trying to 

move the Township into the knowledge economy.  

Michigan is falling behind more prosperous Midwest regions like Minneapolis and Chicago in attracting, retaining, and concentrating 

young professional "knowledge workers" who demographers say are key to regional prosperity in coming years.  To change this trend, 

Michigan and its regions need to work to create places where mobile young talent wants to live.  When the best and brightest leave 

due to lack of opportunity, entrepreneurs don‘t come to the State because the best and brightest are elsewhere, and as more people 

leave, there is less ability for communities to provide services to attract more people. 

Although The Upper Peninsula has not been as impacted by a general population exodus as the rest of the State which experienced 

severe declines in the automotive industry, the Upper Peninsula is suffering from the net loss of school-age children which decreases 

state aid to school districts and strains program improvements.  Some say that Michigan‘s greatest export is its children, as youth leave 

to find more opportunity elsewhere.  Many youth who grew up in the woods next to the shores of Lake Superior long to return should 

economic opportunity in the Upper Peninsula improve.  Improvement may depend on the conscious effort of communities to reengage 

and attract this age group, nurture economic opportunity, improve incomes, reverse the rising unemployment trend, and diversify the 

economy.  With improved and targeted education, the growing labor supply and labor force in the Baraga County area becomes a 

great resource for the future.  

As previously discussed, population trends in the Upper Peninsula have often mirrored the rise and fall of the various natural resource 

based industries that served to attract investment and activity to the area.  These industries have included fur trading, mineral 

extraction, and timber harvesting.  When these industries declined due to exhaustion of resources or change in demand, the area 

experienced significant population decline and disinvestment.  Like a phoenix waiting rebirth, Baraga County is poised to rise again, 

this time within the framework of a more sustainable future.  The area currently needs to reinvent itself as being less dependent on the 

harvesting of natural resources to serve as commodity raw materials in favor of a more diverse local economy that utilizes natural 

resources to create greater local wealth.  Communities should find ways to harness renewable or carefully managed natural resources 

in value-added production opportunities.  For example, timber resources could be designed into energy efficient housing modules 
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called ECHO units and distributed to serve the needs of aging population.  Area infrastructure and knowledge exists to turn raw 

materials into precision products for the health care or high tech manufacturing industries.  In the future, people are the area‘s greatest 

natural resource, and environmental resources play a vital role in support of the information/knowledge economy.  For the mobile 

workforce whose product or service is based on their knowledge, quality of life has become a prime consideration in choosing a 

community base.  Natural features contribute to a unique environment that supports recreation which in turn enhances quality of life.  

L‘Anse Township has abundant natural features and a unique history that make the area a great place to live, work, and play.   

The internet has made it possible for local businesses to reach a global marketplace.  Modern information technology and 

transportation resources have extended market reach and make it possible to ship a product anywhere in the world in a matter of days 

(hence our international food supply).  However, caution is needed in pursuing long-term business opportunities that depend on low 

cost energy resources as it is unlikely that our current non-renewable energy resources will continue to be a low cost alternative as 

supplies tighten and competition for limited supplies increase.  Businesses that export small products that are easy and inexpensive to 

ship may be more sustainable in the remote regions of the Upper Peninsula should fuel costs become prohibitive in the future.  To 

survive in a global marketplace, businesses need to offer a unique product or service, or work from an innovative business model to 

create a niche.  This innovative capacity depends on having talented people with vision and a supportive business environment.  It also 

depends on having high quality communities to attract these talented people.  And it depends on having a high quality educational 

system to create and sustain these talented people.   

The Township should participate in regional efforts to attract talent from outside the area, and to retain the youth population.  The 

SmartZones at Michigan Tech serve as an incubator for innovation and technology.  The L‘Anse area can build on these opportunities 

by supporting spin-off or complimentary businesses.  Placing education as a community priority will increase the ability of the L‘Anse 

area to take advantage of a transitioned economy.  The L‘Anse area should build on its quality school system by increasing the 

strength of the vocational training program and reaching out to a global student network through appropriate on-line classes.  A strong 

school system will also help to attract young professionals.   

The green economy is also a hotbed of entrepreneurial activity and above average wages.  The L‘Anse area already has a foundation 

for green jobs upon which it can build for the future, including a renewable energy production cluster and feedstock suppliers.  

Opportunities exist at all skill and educational levels, and much of the job training can be accomplished in local public schools, on-

the-job training, or special programs.  Much of the job growth will be created by replacement of retiring workers. 

The community should partner with the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community and Michigan Tech to increase offerings of technical 

classes for green jobs which are driven by programs to finance energy retrofits and achieve advanced codes and standards.  Extensive 

training opportunities currently exist for higher education based on the shortage of qualified workers in building and energy sciences.  

Jobs will range from semi-skilled jobs requiring adult basic education and work readiness programs, to entry-level skilled jobs 
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requiring occupational certificates and apprenticeships, to skilled technicians requiring technical diplomas or applied associates 

degrees, to managers and technical professionals requiring bachelor‘s degrees.  It is expected that talent shortages at the senior level 

may slow the ramp-up, however, Michigan Tech is well-suited to assist in this effort and the L‘Anse school system or KBIC Ojibwa 

Community College could create complimentary opportunities.  The L‘Anse Warden Electric plant also provides some local 

workforce experience in this area.  Incumbent jobs may include farmers, electricians, and power plant operators while new jobs may 

include wind technicians, sustainability directors, and home energy raters.  Middle skill jobs which may be elevated include 

weatherization technicians, certified building operators, certified building analysts and envelope specialists.       

People who currently work within a 30 mile radius of L‘Anse Township generally live in areas concentrated around Houghton 

Hancock (59 percent) and the L‘Anse/Baraga area (17 percent).  Some live as far away as Marquette County (about 8 percent).  The 

area is currently dominated by service industries and manufacturing, although manufacturing is in decline.  Baraga County‘s industry 

strengths in comparison to the nation include forestry and logging, machinery manufacturing, fabricated metal product manufacturing, 

gasoline stations, accommodation, food service and drinking places, and heavy and civil engineering construction.  Only forestry, 

manufacturing, heavy and civil engineering construction, and portions of the accommodation and food service utilized in the tourism 

industry can be considered base or export industries that bring in outside wealth.  The rest are local-serving industries that depend on 

base industries for support.   Industries that present opportunities for growth based on very low current area concentration include 

specialty trade contractors, general merchandise stores, nursing and residential care facilities, insurance carriers, administrat ive and 

support services, and professional and technical services.  Of these, Houghton County is has a high concentration of general 

merchandise stores. Other industries that present opportunities for growth based on a low concentration in Houghton County include 

printing and related support activities; food manufacturing; wholesalers of durable and nondurable goods; electronic markets, agents, 

and brokers; electronics and appliance stores; health and personal care stores; truck transportation; waste management and remediation 

services; amusements, gambling, and recreation; telecommunications; real estate; and professional and technical services.  Based on 

the aging population, nursing and residential care facilities seem a prime opportunity.  Because of the proximity to Michigan Tech and 

the high quality of life in the area, professional and technical services may also be a prime opportunity. 

The area needs to ramp up the preparation of replacement workers for retiring baby-boomers, based on projected area needs.  The 

Michigan Works Agency can help educators and workforce trainers to determine the gaps and training needs, and then community can 

look for ways to improve adult education opportunities, either through traditional or online methods.  All individuals in the 

community would benefit from increased utilization and knowledge of computer applications that can increase connections and 

learning capacity.  The area also needs to improve broadband and telecommunications capabilities to support educational and business 

opportunities. 

Communities that have creative and talented people, modern information technology infrastructure, and the foresight to plan for the 

new economy have greater wealth generation potential through technology-based economic development.  The proximity of Michigan 
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Technological University gives a boost to this potential in Baraga County and the surrounding municipalities.  This is particularly true 

since Michigan Technological University has created a SmartZone in Houghton/Hancock, which is a technology center designated to 

promote resource collaborations between universities, industry, research organizations, government, and other community institutions 

to create technology-based business and jobs.  This SmartZone will focus on injection-molded plastics, precision-machined surgical 

tools, precision bearings, electronic manufacturing, and robotics. 

When enterprises move into the commercialization phase (after being incubated in the SmartZone), jobs are created in communities 

having the desired infrastructure, labor pool, amenities, quality of life and other factors that facilitate the location of high-skilled, high-

wage jobs in the knowledge economy.  This is why it is important for L‘Anse Township to focus on increasing the knowledge and  

skills of the workforce, updating technology infrastructure, and improving public amenities within the population center.  L‘Anse 

Township can improve its position in the knowledge economy by pursuing opportunities to create information and high technology 

jobs and management and professional jobs, improve workforce education, create community venture capital groups, increase 

resident‘s use of the internet, improve digital government resources, enhance cable modem access, support export markets, and 

encourage innovation and entrepreneurial activity. 

Planning for an increase in tourism should include consideration of the impact of rising fuel prices on travel.  For greater 

sustainability, L‘Anse Township should create unique attractions to serve a regional tourism base focused on Michigan, Wisconsin, 

and Canadian residents.  Future possibilities include eco-tourism and cultural/historic tourism.  The area provides great opportunity for 

interpretation of past industries and the Ford history.  Opportunities to improve mainstay tourism activities such as sport fishing, 

camping, hiking, hunting, and mountain biking should be pursued. 

It is important to L‘Anse Township to build local resilience, thereby improving the ability of the community to respond to energy, 

economic, or social shocks.  This means enhancing community self-sufficiency and creating a collaborative community framework.  

Two topics that easily bring people together to practice collaborative efforts toward community resilience are the pursuit of local food 

systems and local energy production systems. 

L‘Anse Township supports the creation of a community food system and recognizes the importance of creating food security and 

supporting a local food economy.  While creating a self-sustaining food system with the challenges of climate and short growing 

season in the Upper Peninsula is difficult, creating a successful ―northern‖ model for local food production is a great opportunity that 

may also benefit other communities.  Local production opportunities such as community gardens, urban gardens, edible landscaping, 

and appropriate urban farming will be supported in the community‘s ordinances, as will local distribution opportunities such as 

farmer‘s markets, food stands, and small neighborhood stores.  The community will take steps to provide a good example by featuring 

edible plantings in public parks and schools and creating community and youth gardens.  The community will support increased food 

production by residents by creating share programs allowing those without garden space to utilize public open space and tax 
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foreclosed properties for food production activities.  The community will also support initiatives to develop community food 

processing systems such as community kitchens, food business kitchen incubator facilities, and entrepreneurial urban agriculture 

projects. 

Small scale, either neighborhood or single residential sized wind turbines, should be considered a viable source of electricity to 

supplement the traditional sources.  L‘Anse Township, like many other communities, should update their zoning ordinance to include 

regulations regarding wind turbines to protect the health, safety and welfare of the community. It should be noted that the easiest and 

most efficient way to pursue renewable energy sources is to reduce overall energy consumption.  This is the best way to increase the 

energy resilience of the local community. 

Opportunities exist within the Township to interpret the rich history behind the logging, mining, and shipping industries.  Henry Ford 

played a prominent role in the development of the area, including the Village of Alberta, Village of L‘Anse, and Pequaming.  There is 

also a rich Tribal culture and tradition that thrives in the Township.  Visitors can also search for shipwrecks.  Whether seen by auto or 

along walking trails, the historic resources of the area provide a wonderful framework for tourism. 

Township Residents are benefitted by an abundance of recreational opportunities.  But ongoing planning and regional collaborat ion is 

needed to realize the most benefit from recreation expenditures by becoming a recreation destination.  Because residents of the entire 

area enjoy recreational facilities, collaborative efforts are appropriate and would ensure the most efficient use of fiscal resources.  This 

is also the only way that the area can hope to become a recreation destination – by collaborating and collectively marketing activities 

and facilities.  The Township can best utilize limited resources by creating recreation goals that complement economic and community 

development goals, and carefully choosing strategies to increase facility utilization and decrease ongoing costs.   

The waterfront is recognized and valued as one of Township‘s greatest assets for both residents and visitors. Because of the economic 

development benefits relating to the waterfront and the important ties to Downtown L‘Anse, this area merits priority attention and 

future enhanced investment.  Residents noted there was a need for greater utilization of the lakeshore and beaches.   

The creation of a recreational trail network is of high priority interest for tourism development and enhanced quality of life for 

residents.  Of highest priority is trail development along the lakeshore, with the first phase consisting of a Baraga to L‘Anse link and 

the second from L‘Anse to Pequaming.  Other opportunities include Falls River hiking and Linden Creek nature/riparian buffer trails.   

There is an opportunity to create interpretive gardens which would provide recreational opportunities but also help stabilize the slopes 

along Linden Creek in the east central portion of the Village.  The Falls River and areas around the Evergreen cemetery provide 

opportunities for fishing and trail activities in the core and southern portion of the Village where facilities are currently lacking for the 

neighborhoods divided from the rest of the Village by US-41. There is also evidence of a need for recreational trails in the vacant 

lands surrounding the neighborhoods in northeastern L‘Anse Village, as evidenced by the informal trails that crisscross the landscape.  
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The line of bluffs paralleling the lakeshore in the northwestern corner of the Village would provide outstanding scenic and interpretive 

recreation opportunities.   

Interpretive and wayfinding signs and maps are needed to enhance all recreational opportunities.  The community is interested in 

exploring the expansion of fishing activity (perhaps sport fishing).  There is a need to support youth recreation and transportation 

programs to help single parents.  The community of Zeba needs to develop infrastructure on the parcel of land that allows access to 

Keweenaw Bay.  This can become a community gathering area with the support of some community visioning exercises. 

Recreation opportunities should preserve or enhance waterfront views and views from the bluffs and public access to the water.  

Additional waterfront recreational facilities that should be pursued include an enlarged Waterfront Park and Marina with necessary 

parking facilities and shower and toilet facilities at the marina, farmer‘s market, recreational trail network, kayak lockers/water trail 

stop, public fishing piers.   

Opportunities for collaborative trail networks include cross-country ski trails, scenic, interpretive, or fitness-oriented hiking trails 

along the rivers, snowmobile trails and trail amenities, a designated ORV trail network, boardwalk along the bluffs, wildlife & bird 

watching nature trails, mountain bike trails, auto touring route linked to natural and historic features.  Miscellaneous important 

recreational opportunities include and outdoor ice rink and sledding hill (possibly in the former football field location by the L‘Anse 

Recreation building), roller skating facility (or skate park or roller blade trails), and splash park (in lieu of a pool). 

 

Township land use policies will be consistent with Smart Growth tenets.  The Township will implement land use policies that direct 

most growth within existing developed areas already served by infrastructure, or will cluster new corridor development as much as 

possible in developable areas.  Policies will focus on long-range, regional considerations of sustainability and a regional view of 

community.  The Township recognizes important roles for the public, private, and non-profit sectors as well as citizen participation in 

the development process.  Redevelopment will be utilized to achieve a well-defined public purpose.  Acceptable strategies address 

public purposes such as conserving land resources with infill development, increasing utilization of existing infrastructure and 

resources, recycling and reusing materials and structures, conserving energy, improving or restoring natural systems, and promoting 

long-term economic sustainability.  The Township will implement environmental protection provisions in their ordinance update to 

protect wetlands and sensitive shorelines and to preserve large tracts of forest for conservation, recreation, wildlife habitat and timber 

management.  Future land development is impacted by wetlands along the highway corridor. 



 

 L’Anse Township Master Plan 2012         Page | 24  

 

L‘Anse Township‘s Vision Statement reflects a balanced concern for diversity, natural resources, infrastructure, economy, and their 

relationship to the human condition.  The Township will have achieved its unique vision of success through attention to community 

values, practice of social responsibility, and collaboration toward common goals.  Following is the Township Vision Statement: 

L‘Anse Township is  a uniquely diversified community desires wise use of our natural resources; 

that is committed to develop sustainable infrastructure and a sustainable economy; where all 

residents have the opportunity to participate in decisions affecting growth, development, 

regulation, and enforcement; in which people can collectively work together to accomplish 

community goals and preserve community traditions. 

 

Township goals include: 

 

1. Smart Growth (SG): Ensure that new development follows the Smart Growth tenets and policies presented in this plan, such 

as prioritizing compact development and channeling new development to make the best use of existing infrastructure.  This 

will enhance efficiency in public service provision and infrastructure maintenance, and help preserve natural resource lands. 

2. Sustainable Development (SD): Ensure that new development follows the Smart Growth tenets and policies presented in this 

plan, such as prioritizing compact development and channeling new development to make the best use of existing 

infrastructure.  This will enhance efficiency in public service provision and infrastructure maintenance, and help preserve 

natural resource lands.   

3. Economic Sustainability (ES): To achieve a sustainable economic development program that balances social and 

environmental considerations along with economic considerations in the production and distribution of goods and services, 

and implements strategies that address current needs along with the needs of future generations.  To collaborate to enhance 

fiscal efficiency, stretch limited economic resources, and increase organizational capacity. 

4. Sustainable Tourism (ST): Continue to provide for tourism development as a way to diversify the community economic base 

and attract potential new residents. 

5. Talent Development (TD): Prioritize investment in talented people who will forge new economic opportunity and contribute 

to a sustainable community and assurance of a high quality-of-life. 

6. Green Economy (GE): Enhance the Township’s ability to participate in the Green Economy to create new economic 

opportunity.  

7. Community Resilience (CR): Build community resilience by enhancing local self-sufficiency and creating a collaborative 

community framework to address anticipated economic, social and environmental change. 
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8. Cultural & Historic Resource Enhancement (CH): Preserve important cultural and historic resources for the enjoyment 

and education of future generations.  These resources provide a link to the past, enhance a sense of place, build community 

pride, and provide potential for increased tourism and economic vitality.  

9. Public Recreation & Scenic Resources Enhancement (PR): Preserve and enhance public access and enjoyment of unique 

natural amenities and create a community that supports active living and recreation environments. 

10. Social Environment & Quality-of-Life Enhancement (SQ): Pursue strategies that sustain L’Anse as a safe and healthy 

place to live, support a sense of a diverse yet cohesive community, preserve community traditions, and provide opportunities 

for all residents to be engaged in the social sphere and help accomplish community goals.  

11. Public Services Resource Enhancement (PS): Provide for efficient public service provision and facility management to 

most effectively protect and utilize public investment. 

12. Public Facilities Resource Enhancement (PF): Make sure that all public facilities set a good example for sustainable 

design and operation and provide an essential public service in the most efficient manner. 

13. Transportation Enhancement (TE): Continue to grow and improve the transportation infrastructure that is key to economic 

growth in the region, including roads, bridges, non-motorized facilities, air service, and rail lines. 

14. Utility Infrastructure Enhancement (UE): Continue to grow and improve the physical infrastructure that is key to economic 

growth in the region, including utility service, power generation and transmission infrastructure. 
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Chapter 2:  Township Profile 
In this section of the plan, a general profile of L‘Anse Township is 

presented.  This section is not intended as an exhaustive inventory 

of all the aspects of the Township, but is meant to give some 

background and general context of the demographics and existing 

conditions of natural features, infrastructure and development 

patterns within the township.  This information will inform future 

land use decisions. 

Regional Context 

L‘Anse Township is located in the western Upper Peninsula of 

Michigan in Baraga County.  It is bordered on the north by 

Keweenaw Bay and Lake Superior.  Adjacent Baraga County 

Townships include Arvon to the north, Spur and Covington to the 

south, and Baraga to the west.  Adjacent Michigan Counties 

include Houghton to the west, Iron to the south, and Marquette to 

the east.  L‘Anse Village is contained within L‘Anse Township, 

and it is the Baraga County seat.  According to the Keweenaw Bay 

Indian Community representative, about 44,064 acres of L‘Anse 

Township (including 269 acres of L‘Anse Village) is contained 

within the L‘Anse Reservation of the Keweenaw Bay Indian 

Community. (See map next page) 

L‘Anse Township has a total area of about 269 square miles, the 

largest area of any township in Baraga County.  About 2.5 square 

miles of this area is contained within the Village of L‘Anse.  About 

7.5% of the total area is water, not including Lake Superior. 

According to the 2000 U.S. Census data, L‘Anse Township 

contains 45 percent of the total population of Baraga County 

(almost 4,000 people).  Fifty-four percent of the total population of 

L‘Anse Township lives in the Village of L‘Anse while the 

remaining 46 percent lives in the rest of the Township.  Similarly, 

Figure 2-1: Geographic Context of L’Anse Township, 

Baraga County, Michigan 
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L‘Anse Township contains a little over 41 percent of the total housing units of Baraga County (1,918 units), with 51 percent contained 

in the Village of L‘Anse and 49 percent in the balance of the Township.   

The Township of L‘Anse (including L‘Anse 

Village) has a population density of 16 people 

per square mile of land area, and housing unit 

density of 8 units per square mile, but is 

surpassed in density by Baraga Township with 

19 people and 8 housing units per square mile.  

The remaining townships in Baraga County 

have densities of less than 4 people and 5 

housing units per square mile.  The Village of 

L‘Anse has a population density of 822 people 

and 383 housing units per square mile.  This is 

by far the densest pattern of development in the 

County since the Village of Baraga has only 

572 people and 270 housing units per square 

mile.  The portions of L‘Anse Township outside 

the Village of L‘Anse have a density of only 7 

people and 4 housing units per square mile. 

L‘Anse is approximately 180 miles from Green 

Bay, Wisconsin; 210 miles from Duluth, 

Minnesota at the western tip of Lake Superior; 

360 miles from Minneapolis, Minnesota; and 

390 miles from Chicago, Illinois. 

Figure 2-2: Boundaries of the L’Anse Reservation 

A 
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The L‘Anse Township Hall is located on Main Street in the 

Village of L‘Anse.  L‘Anse (along with the rest of the Upper 

Peninsula) is contained within Congressional District #1 of the 

106
th
 Congress.  Baraga County is contained within the Superior-

West Region #13, which also includes Keweenaw, Houghton, 

Ontonagon, Gogebic, and Iron Counties.  This region is 

administered by the Western Upper Peninsula Planning and 

Development Regional Commission in Houghton.  This region is 

rural and heavily forested with numerous small inland lakes.  

Within this region of approximately 84,800 people in 2005, the 

combined cities of Houghton/Hancock comprise the largest urban 

area with around 11,000 residents (2000 census data).  Regional 

population is estimated to remain relatively stable through 2030.   

The following information was provided by the Michigan 

Department of Transportation.  There are no national or 

international corridors of highest significance in this Superior 

region although US-41 traverses the Township.  L‘Anse lies on 

US-41 between the two significant cities of Marquette (about 68 

miles away) and Houghton (about 33 miles away).  This region 

includes part of the Great Lakes Circle tours, national forest area, 

and numerous state parks, and attracts over 2 million visitor-days 

of travel per year.  The region has several post secondary 

institutions including Michigan Technological University.  Total 

regional enrollment is estimated at approximately 7,000.  There are 

three commercial passenger airports at Ironwood, Ontonagon, and 

Houghton.  An intercity bus serves Gogebic, Houghton, Baraga, 

and Iron Counties.  Short line rail service is available in Baraga 

County, mainly for timber, paper mills, and iron ore industries.  

There is some difficulty in integrating long-distance freight cut-

through travel with local and tourism traffic in the region, mainly 

dealing with the speed differential with logging trucks.  Two 

commercial water ports are in the area, including the port near 

Houghton that handles approximately 230,000 tons/year.     

Figure 2-3: Congressional District #1 

A 
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Baraga County is contained within the Western Upper Peninsula Eco-Region, which encompasses 24,287 square miles and includes 

all of Baraga, Iron, Houghton, Keweenaw, Ontonagon, and Gogebic counties and portions of Menominee, Dickinson, and Marquette 

counties.  Landcover in this region is primarily forested (81%) and wetlands (11%).  Agricultural land use covers 2% and urbanization 

covers approximately 2% of the land area.  Most of the region is managed as either private or public forest.  Prevalent forest types 

include northern hardwoods, aspen, pines (with significant acreage constituting plantation) and lowland conifers.  Levels of snowfall 

and rain are higher in areas adjacent to Lake Superior.  Forests in this region have been recognized as the major breeding area for a 

large number of migratory song birds.    
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Historic Context 

The historic context of L‘Anse Township revolves around the 

boom and bust of various types of economies, mostly based on 

area natural resources.  Early area settlements were established 

by American Indians, missionaries, and French fur traders.   

The indigenous people of the Lake Superior region are the 

Ojibwa people (Lake Superior Band of Chippewa Indians).  The 

Indian Village of Zeba was established around 1835 as one of 

the earliest mission settlements.  Zeba is an unincorporated tribal 

community located within the boundaries of the L‘Anse 

Reservation in L‘Anse Township on the shore of Lake 

Superior‘s Keweenaw Bay about halfway between the Village of 

L‘Anse and Pequaming.  The Zeba Indian Mission United 

Methodist Church, originally known as the Kewawenon 

Mission, was constructed in 1888 and is listed on the National 

Register of Historic Places.  A cemetery on Indian Cemetery 

Road in the Pinery dates from the 1840‘s, and is unique in its use 

of spirit houses instead of more traditional gravestones. 

 The local economy was focused on fur trading during the early 

1800‘s.  Pierre Crebassa, considered the Town Father of L‘Anse, 

built the American Fur Trading Company post at the present day 

L‘Anse Township Park just north of the Village of L‘Anse.  This 

was a major shipping point for furs, hides, and sandstone.  By 

1860 the fur trading industry had all but disappeared as the once 

abundant fur bearing animal population was exhausted. 

L‘Anse Township was founded in 1846 as part of Houghton 

County.  Baraga County was established in 1875, and was 

eventually divided into Arvon, Baraga, Covington, Spurr, and 

L‘Anse Townships.     

Top: 1940 Zeba, Chief Welch. (Superior View Photo)  Bottom: Indian 

Cemetery at the Pinery.  Source:  www.highway41north.com, 

maintained by Clyde Elmblad 

http://www.highway41north.com/
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Transportation, including the railroad, was instrumental to 

the early formation of the L‘Anse Township as a trading 

center for the Upper Peninsula.  The Great Lakes were a 

water highway linking the raw materials that fostered the 

age of steel (rich timber and mineral deposits) with eastern 

industrial districts.  Three quarters of the iron ore in the 

United States was in the hills surrounding Lake Superior, 

and L‘Anse was a natural port.  Transportation was needed 

to get minerals and timber between the mines and mills and 

the docks.   

During the mid-1860‘s, a stage coach line traveling through 

L‘Anse Township was built to connect Houghton and 

Marquette.  The stage coach line not only brought 

passengers and supplies to L‘Anse but it also provided mail 

service, setting the foundation for an economic boom in the 

area.  News of iron deposits, timber, peat, slate, and quartz 

in the area spread quickly. 

The Village of L‘Anse came into existence with the 

establishment of rail transportation when the Houghton and 

Ontonagon railroad announced plans to make the area a 

terminus for their rail line.  By December 1872, the 

railroad connected Houghton, Ontonagon, Marquette, 

Smith Mountain (Republic Mine) and L‘Anse.  The 

railroad project brought many people into the area to 

search for ore deposits, work in the construction industry, 

or work in local businesses.  The geographic location of 

L‘Anse was very important for shipping.  The cove shape 

of Keweenaw Bay provided a protected harbor for ships 

carrying passengers and supplies.  Completion of the ore 

dock and railroad allowed ore to be transported by ship 

from the various mines in the area.  During this time, 

homes and businesses were rapidly built or transported to 

Top:  1900’s L’Anse Town Hall.  Source:  Superior View Photo Bottom: 1920 

L’Anse.  Source:  www.highway41north.com, maintained by Clyde Elmblad 

http://www.highway41north.com/
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the Township if the owners could not wait for construction.  In 

less than seventy days, sixty buildings were erected.  It seemed 

as though L‘Anse would become the trading center of the 

Upper Peninsula, and the price of land skyrocketed.     

However, the National Panic of 1873 brought economic 

hardship to the area, limiting further expansion.  At the 

beginning of the Panic, many businessmen moved out of the 

area; however, the businessmen who stayed found promise in 

the logging and lumbering industries.  Twenty – three years 

later, in 1896, the Village of L‘Anse and the ore dock were 

destroyed by fire that started at the L‘Anse Lumber Company.  

The town was quickly rebuilt and began to grow once again.   

When the Marshall Butters Sawmill was constructed in 1911, 

the area lumber industry took off once again.  The Marshall 

Butters Sawmill was sold to Steams and Culver in 1915 and 

then sold again on January 1, 1923 to the Ford Motor 

Company.  The area has a rich history related to the Ford 

Motor Company.   

Ford Motor Company purchased vast amounts of land in 

Baraga County, as well as three area sawmills located in 

Alberta, L‘Anse, and Pequaming.  Ford also owned mills in 

Big Bay and the Iron Mountain – Kingsford area.  In fact, he 

owned the towns of Alberta and Pequaming.  This was all part 

of Ford‘s desire to build an industry with an integrated supply 

chain.  The lumber processed at his sawmills were used in the 

wood panels on Ford‘s automobiles.  Ford operated the mill in 

L‘Anse until October 27, 1954 when it was dismantled and 

sold. 

Top:  1911 Lumber camp in Pequaming.  Bottom: 1920 Pequaming mill.  

Source:  Superior View Photo. 
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With the shift to more 

synthetic material and the 

subsequent closure of the 

former Steams and Culver 

Mill, the automotive industry 

ceased to drive the economy 

of the area.  The World Wars 

also had a detrimental impact 

on the area economy.  Shortly 

after the end of World War I 

(1918), the cost of production 

of copper exceeded the price 

and the copper market fell, 

signaling the end of prosperity 

in Keweenaw Bay.   

In 1936, the State of Michigan 

began construction of a scenic 

highway (US 41) which 

followed the shore of 

Keweenaw Bay.  Much of the 

rail lines were dismantled.   

The start of World War II saw 

many people in the Township 

leave for the cities to find 

work.  The area returned to its 

rural character with few 

reminders of the early 

industrial boom.  Like many 

rural areas, the economy has 

since shifted to a service-oriented economy, although some wood products industries still prosper in the area.  

Interpretive signage celebrating the history of Pequaming – the Rise and Fall of a Company Town 
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Figure 2-4: L’Anse Area Landmarks 

Following is a historical introduction to the communities within L‘Anse Township.  Located 12 miles northeast of the Village of 

L'Anse is the small community of Aura, which was founded in 1914 by Finnish immigrants coming to work in the mines of Copper 

Country.  The community of Herman was also established by early Finnish Settlers.   
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The Village of Alberta was built by Henry Ford and became one of 

his village industries.  A 20 acre reservoir provided a water supply for 

the sawmill, log pond, and fire protection for the Village.  This small 

sawmill soon became a showplace drawing visitors and tourists.  This 

"Historic Model Sawmill Town" is located 9 miles south of the 

Village of L'Anse.  In the 1950‘s, Ford Motor Company donated its 

land holdings in and around Alberta to the Michigan College of 

Mining and Technology to be used for forest research and 

management. 

Bovine is a small community located 4 miles south of L‘Anse on US-

41.  Historically, this location was a small sawmill site and location of 

the Taylor Mine.  Today, it is home to the L‘Anse Golf Club and 

Little Mountain. 

The historic community of Pequaming was once a Chippewa Indian 

settlement dating back at least 500 years.  It was here in 1660 that the 

first white person on record, French Jesuit Priest Father Rene 

Menard, arrived in the area.  In 1879, the Ojibwa sold the land to 

lumberman Charles Hebard who built a sawmill.  In those days, this 

company-supported, close-knit and picturesque community supported 

800 residents.   

In 1923, Ford Motor Company purchased the entire town and sawmill 

from Charles Hebard & Sons.  He kept the sawmill running during 

the Depression years when many others were closed.  However, Ford 

was not able to keep the mill running with the onset of World War II.  

The mill closed in 1942, leaving Pequaming a ghost town almost 

overnight. 

Zeba is a Native American Indian community located 5 miles north 

of L'Anse.  The community dates back to 1835 when it became the first mission settlement in the Keweenaw Bay area.  The Zeba 

Indian United Methodist Church, built in 1888, is a Michigan State Historic Site and is on the National Register of Historic Places.  

Nearby is an Indian cemetery where Ojibwa buried their dead by enclosing the remains in a box or birch bark shell.  

Top:  Alberta – 1930’s.  Bottom: The community of Pequaming in the 

1900’s.   Source:  Superior View Photo. 
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Mount Arvon is Michigan‘s highest point standing at 

1,979.238 feet above sea level. It is located in the rugged, 

heavily forested backwoods of L‘Anse Township, approx 

27 driving miles from the Village of L‘Anse.  Access is by 

logging roads which often are relocated and are unfit for 

passenger cars during the rainy season.  There are no 

panoramic views due to the heavy forest cover, but there 

are marked hiking trails.  The second highest point in 

Michigan, Mount Curwood, is also located in L‘Anse 

Township. 

Today, L'Anse Township is the population center of 

Baraga County and enjoys a more diversified economy.  

The Village of L'Anse is the county government seat and 

business center for most of the surrounding area, and is 

located on Keweenaw Bay.  One attraction located 

between the villages of L‘Anse and Baraga, overlooking 

the Keweenaw Bay, is the Shrine of the Snowshoe Priest, 

Bishop Baraga, whose title came as a result of visiting his 

missions by the only way then possible—snowshoes.  

Bishop Baraga built the first permanent settlement for 

Native Americans in the Western Upper Peninsula of 

Michigan and founded five missions in Upper Michigan, 

Lower Michigan, Wisconsin and Minnesota.  The village 

of Baraga and Baraga County are named in honor of him. 

Today, the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community (KBIC) is a 

sovereign nation established in 1936 by the United States 

government.  The L‘Anse Reservation of KBIC, 

established under the treaty of 1854, has recognized 

borders in L‘Anse and Baraga Townships.  It is both the 

oldest and the largest reservation in Michigan.  The Keweenaw Bay Indian Community has extensive land holdings in Baraga County, 

including 19 miles of Lake Superior shoreline, 3,000 acres of wetlands, and 80 miles of rivers on the L'Anse Indian Reservation.   

Top:  L’Anse welcome sign in the 1950’s.  Source:  Superior View Photo.  

Bottom: Modern welcome sign. 
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EXISTING CONDITIONS 

Population  

Any plan must be based on an understanding of the 

people in the community.  Population analysis and 

projections are basic plan elements that impact future 

land use decisions relating to growth or shrinkage of 

demand for new development, community facilities and 

services.   

Local and County Population Trends  

Population growth is the most important factor influencing land use 

decisions in any community.  Simply put, if the population of a community 

is growing, there will be a need for more housing, commerce, industry, 

parks and recreation, public services and facilities, or roads. Figure 2-5 

shows the population trends for L‘Anse Township since 1960.  As can be 

seen in the chart, the population rose slightly from 1960 to 1980 reaching a 

peak population of 1,816.  The population then declined according to the 

1990 Census then in the 2000 Census the population spiked to 3,926 people.  

However, during the 2000 Census, the Census Bureau counted the Village 

and the Township as one population.  When the Village population is 

subtracted out the 2000 Township population is 1,819.  According to the 

2010 Census, the population then dropped by 2.1 percent to 3,843 people. 

Age Distribution  

Information on age distribution within a population can assist a community 

in matching public services to community characteristics and in determining 

special needs of certain age groups.  Analysis of age distribution may also 

be used by policy makers to identify current gaps in services and to project 

future service needs for housing, education, recreation and medical care.  

1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010

Series2 1,104 1,548 1,816 1,667 3,926 3843
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Figure 2-5: L'Anse Township Historic Population Trends

Number Percent Number Percent

    Under 5 years 226 5.9 417 4.7

    5 to 9 years 247 6.4 460 5.2

    10 to 14 years 250 6.5 559 6.3

    15 to 19 years 259 6.7 536 6

    20 to 24 years 163 4.2 446 5

    25 to 29 years 191 5 541 6.1

    30 to 34 years 198 5.2 549 6.2

    35 to 39 years 235 6.1 580 6.5

    40 to 44 years 267 6.9 609 6.9

    45 to 49 years 271 7.1 671 7.6

    50 to 54 years 279 7.3 670 7.6

    55 to 59 years 305 7.9 704 7.9

    60 to 64 years 227 5.9 587 6.6

    65 to 69 years 207 5.4 491 5.5

    70 to 74 years 151 3.9 388 4.4

    75 to 79 years 138 3.6 250 2.8

    80 to 84 years 105 2.7 168 1.9

    85 years and over 124 3.2 234 2.6

Total 3,843 8,860

Median Age

2000 Median Age

Figure 2-6: Age Distribution

Age Group

43 42.9

39.6 39

L'Anse Township Baraga County
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Age distribution comparisons for the Township and the County are presented in Figure 2-6. In general, the age distributions for 

L‘Anse Township have the highest percentages (37 percent) of people between the ages of 25 to 54 years. However, the median 

ages has risen from 39.6 years old to 43 years old.  This is evidence that although there are still a large number of middle aged 

people, the population as a whole is getting older.  This could lead to an increased need for services such as elderly care facilit ies.  

Racial Breakdown 

According to the U.S. Census 2010 data for L‘Anse 

Township, 81.5 percent of the population is white, 12.2 

percent is American Indian or Alaskan Native, and 5 percent 

other.   

Households  

Since the 1970's, the nationwide trend has been a decline in 

household size. There are many reasons for this trend 

including higher divorce rates, families have fewer children, 

elderly living alone, and others. 

If the household size of a community is decreasing, this 

means that new housing units might be necessary to 

accommodate for more citizens needing places to live. This 

can even be true if the overall population of a community is 

declining. In some municipalities, new housing units are 

being built to accommodate the demand for housing created 

by lower household sizes in spite of declining overall 

populations.  

Figure 2-7 shows the household characteristics for the 

Township and County in 2010. The Census Bureau classifies 

households in terms of the relationships among the persons who share a housing unit. Some households are families, consisting of 

two or more persons related by blood, marriage, or adoption, while others are non-family households composed of persons living 

alone or with unrelated persons. 

Number Percent Number Percent

  Total households 1,623 27,538

    Family households (families) 1,034 63.7 16,664 64.1

      With own children under 18 years 444 27.4 6,442 25.2

      Husband-wife family 753 46.4 13,170 47.4

        With own children under 18 years 272 16.8 4,419 15

      Male householder, no wife 

present

96 5.9 1,131 5.7

        With own children under 18 years 60 3.7 634 3.3

      Female householder, no husband 

present

185 11.4 2,363 10.9

        With own children under 18 years 112 6.9 1,389 6.9

    Nonfamily households 589 36.3 10,874 35.9

      Householder living alone 517 31.9 8,361 31.6

        Male 255 15.7 4,027 17.1

          65 years and over 79 4.9 916 5

        Female 262 16.1 4,334 14.5

          65 years and over 141 8.7 2,009 8

Figure 2-7: Household Type

Household Type

L'Anse Township and Baraga County

L'Anse Township Baraga County
Household Type
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In the year 2010, L‘Anse Township was reported to have 1,623 households.  Of these, the majority are family households (1,034), 

with the majority of family households consisting of married couples (753).  However, of these married couples, 590 households 

didn‘t have any children.  Of the other non-married family households, 262 households are female householders living alone, 

compared to 255 male households living alone.  The large number of family households without children could be directly related 

to the older population discussed in the previous section. 

Educational Attainment  

According to the 2010 Census, L‘Anse Township had a total of 808 students enrolled in school.  This is approximately 134 

students less than the 2000 Census.  For the population 25 years old and older, L‘Anse Township reported 41.9 percent obtained a 

high school diploma, 26.7 percent attended some college but did not receive a degree, 7.6 percent received an associate‘s degree, 

9.3 percent received a bachelor‘s degree and 3.2 percent received a graduate or professional degree.   This may indicate that  a 

lower percentage of jobs within the Township require higher education skills.  

Income  

Three pieces of data are used to measure income in a community (per capita, 

median household and median family).  Figure 2-8 compares these three 

income measures for the Township with Baraga County.  These numbers 

were all reported during the 2010 U.S. Census.  The Township leads the 

County in all three levels.  This may indicate that people working at the 

larger employers such as Baraga County Memorial Hospital, CertainTeed 

Gypsum, and L‘Anse Area Schools; and living in L‘Anse Township. 

 

 

 

  

L'Anse 

Township

Baraga 

County

Per Capita Income 20,977$        19,107$        

Median Household Income 40,804$        40,541$        

Median Family Income 52,098$        50,549$        

Figure 2-8: Income
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Employment and Industry 

Employment 

According to the Michigan Development Corporation, 

workforce size has followed an upward trend in Baraga County 

for the years 1990 – 2008.  According to the Bureau of Labor 

Statistics, the County work force is estimated to be 4,507 

during the period from Feb. 2009 to March 2010.  The number 

of people employed has followed the same general trend as the 

workforce in Baraga County, as seen at right.  However, in 

2006 the lines began to diverge a bit, with workforce 

continuing to increase and employment starting to decrease.  

This is consistent with a growing unemployment rate in Baraga 

County.  The Bureau of Labor Statistics estimated the number 

of employed in Baraga County to be 3,410 during the period 

from Feb. 2009 to March 2010.  This means 76 percent of the 

workforce was employed for that time period.   

As seen in the chart entitled 

County & State Unemployment 

Rate Trends at right, 

unemployment rates in Baraga 

County have always far exceeded 

the State unemployment rates, 

with the gap narrowing somewhat 

in 2000 and in 2003.  

Unemployment levels in both the 

County and State have been on the 

rise since 2000.  Unemployment in 

the Western Upper Peninsula 

MWA is increasing at a rate faster 

than statewide due to job 

reductions in financial activities, leisure and hospitality, trade, transportation, and utilities, and natural resources and construction. 

Figure 2-9: Workforce, Employment, Unemployment 

Trends 
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The largest segment of the County labor force, according to the 2000 Census, is those ages 45 to 54.  There is also a sizeable portion 

age 60 to 64.  This may open opportunity for upcoming replacement jobs.  Selected top occupational groups by number of employed 

in Baraga County include office and administrative support, production, sales, transportation and materials moving, protective service, 

food preparation, construction and extraction, education and training, and personal care and service.   

In L‘Anse Township in 2000, there were 3,173 people listed as age 16 years and over, and of these, 1,963 were in the labor force (61.9 

percent).  There were 1,210 people counted as not in the labor force, or 38.1 percent of the population.  This is a sizeable improvement 

over 1990, when only 1,603 of a total of 2,996 people were in the labor force (54 percent).  In 2000, 57 percent of those age 16 and 

over were employed (1,811 of 3,173) compared to 54 percent in 1990.  Ninety-two percent of the Township labor force was employed 

in 2000.   

Of the 1,636 females age 16 and over in 2000, 920 (56.2 percent) were counted as in the labor force, with a total of almost 54 percent 

of females in the labor force are employed.  The size of the female labor force in 1990 is almost the same (98 person increase).  

Of the workers age 16 years and over in the L‘Anse Township, 75.3 percent drove a car, truck, or van to work alone (80 percent in 

1990).  Fourteen percent carpooled in a car, truck, or van (11 percent in 1990), while 0.3 percent took public transportation (0 percent 

in 1990).  The percent of workers walking to work was only 5 percent (0.7 percent in 1990), while almost 4 percent worked at home.  

Mean travel time to work was 15 minutes in the L‘Anse Township, 24 minutes for Michigan, and Baraga County commute 

information was not supplied by the U.S. Census in 2000.  This indicates that many people who live in the L‘Anse Township do not 

work there. 

Almost 67 percent of the workers in the L‘Anse Township in 2000 were private wage and salary workers (74 percent in 1990) with 

27.3 percent as government workers (21 percent in 1990).  Self-employed workers in their own business (not incorporated) 

represented 5.7 percent (5 percent in 1990).   

Local Employment Dynamics 

The U.S. Census Bureau provides local employment dynamics analysis for defined areas.  This tool shows where people work and 

where workers live.  The employment data are derived from payroll tax (unemployment insurance) payment records maintained by the 

state.  Other information is obtained from the U.S. Census Bureau.  This analysis was performed for a study area with a 30 mile radius 

centered in L‘Anse Township.  Analysis year is 2008. 
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The labor shed analysis shows where workers live who are employed in the study area.  About 20 percent of the workers in the study 

area live in Houghton and Hancock.  About 10 percent live in Calumet Charter Township.  L‘Anse Township houses 8.5 percent of 

workers in the study area.  About 6 percent of workers live in Baraga Township, five percent in Portage Charter Township, 4 percent 

in Adams Township, 4 percent in L‘Anse Village, 3.5 percent in Chassell Township, 3 percent in Laurium, 3 percent in Osceola 

Township, 3 percent in Torch Lake Township, 2 percent in Baraga Village, and 2 percent in the City of Marquette.  Basically, people 

who work in the study area live in areas concentrated around Houghton Hancock (59 percent) and the L‘Anse/Baraga area (17 

percent).  Some live as far away as Marquette County (about 8 percent). 

 The Work Area Profile Report shows concentrations of workers and their characteristics within the study area.  Within the study area, 

there were 12,949 jobs in 2008, down from 12,984 in 2007 and 13, 161 in 2006.  In 2008, the majority of workers in the study area 

were age 31 to 54 (56 percent).  Twenty-four (24) percent of workers were are 30 or younger, and 20 percent were age 55 or older.  

Within the study area, 43 percent of the workers earned $1,251 to $3,333 per month.  Others were evenly split between earning $1,250 

or less per month or more than $3,333 per month.   

Within the study area, almost 19 percent of workers are in educational services (largely because of local school systems and Michigan 

Tech).  Almost 18 percent are in health care and social assistance.  Twelve (12) percent are in retail trade and 11 percent are in public 

administration.  Almost 10 percent are in accommodation and food services.  It is easy to see that this area is dominated by service 

industries.  Manufacturing accounts for almost 8 percent of jobs and construction another 5.5 percent.  Another 4 percent of jobs are 

dedicated to administration and support of waste management and remediation.  Agriculture, forestry, fishing, and hunting accounts 

for only 2 percent of study area jobs.  Finance and insurance and professional, scientific, and technical services account for another 2 

percent of jobs each.  There are low concentrations of utilities, wholesale trade, transportation and warehousing, information, real 

estate, and management of companies and enterprises. 

In 2006 there were reportedly 810 employers in the study area responsible for 6,390 jobs.  Of these jobs, 5,387 were considered stable 

jobs.  In 2006 there was a net job gain of 408.  Average monthly earnings for stable jobs was $1,837. 
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Industry Composition 

The chart at right shows 

the industry composition 

for L‘Anse Township in 

2000.  The largest industry 

is educational and health 

services (23 percent as 

shown in blue), followed 

by manufacturing (15 

percent as shown in gray), 

arts, entertainment, 

recreation, food services, 

and accommodation (13 

percent as shown in 

green), and retail trade (12 

percent as shown in 

yellow). 

According to 2007 County 

Business Patterns, top 

industry employers in 

Baraga County, by 2-digit 

NAICS code are as 

follows: 

 Manufacturing (591 employees) 

 Retail Trade (332 employees) 

 Health Care and Social Assistance (318 employees) 

 Accommodation and Food Services (185 employees) 

 Other Services (except public administration) (77 employees) 

 Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing, and Hunting (58 employees) 

 Transportation and Warehousing (30 employees) 

Figure 2-10: Industrial Composition of L’Anse Township 
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A close look at County Business Pattern data from 1998 through 2006 reveals trends in employment per NAICS category (North 

American Industry Classification System).  Total employment in Baraga County declined by -13.2 percent from 1998 to 2006.  The 

only industries which increased in employment include fabricated metal product manufacturing; building material and garden 

equipment; finance and insurance; religious, grantmaking, civic, professional; and other services (except public administration).  A 

detailed look at the trends per NAICS classification follows: 

 Construction (-9.8%) 

 Manufacturing (-22.9%) 

o Fabricated Metal Product Manufacturing (25.7%) 

o Machinery Manufacturing (-25.7%) 

 Retail Trade (-16.9%) 

o Motor vehicle and parts dealers (-14.9%) 

o Building material and garden equipment etc (15.4%) 

o Food and beverage stores (-42.4%) 

o Gasoline stations (-10.5%) 

o Non-store Retail (-4%) 

 Transportation and Warehousing (Truck Transportation) (-41.7%) 

 Information (-3.8%) 

 Finance and Insurance (14.1%) 

 Religious, Grantmaking, Civic, Professional, etc. (85.3%) 

 Health Care and Social Assistance (-9.3%) 

 Ambulatory Health Care Services (-23.3%) 

 Accommodation and Food Services (-10.3%) 

 Other Services (except public administration) (50%) 

Major Area Employers 

Major employers located in the Township and the surrounding area are listed below with approximate number of employees (per the 

MEDC Economic Profiler, information by Harris Publishing Company – 2008 InfoSource, and Local Economic Development 

contact): 

 Baraga County Memorial Hospital (200) 

 CertainTeed Gypsum Inc. (110) – Manufacturer of acoustical board and tile 

 Ferrellgas, LP (100) 
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 L‘Anse Area Schools (100) – Elementary/Secondary School and Library 

 Baraga County Extended Care (70) – Nursing Home 

 Campioni Enterprises Inc. (68) – Supermarket 

 Baraga-Houghton-Keweenaw Child Development Center (60) – Elementary/Secondary School 

 Baraga County (40) – Municipal Government 

 Erickson Lumber & True Value (50) – Sawing & planing mill; retail building materials; hardwood dimension & flooring 

mill; hardware store 

 Baraga County Road Commission (33) 

 Baraga County Federal Credit Union (27) 

 Commercial National Bank – (25) 

 New Day Treatment Center (25) – Specialty Outpatient Clinic 

 Bay View Family Practice PC (22) – Medical Doctor‘s Office 

 Newpage Corp (20) – Sawing & Planing Mill; Hardwood dimension & flooring mill 

 Michigan Department of Transportation (20) – Executive Office 

 L‘Anse Warden Electric Plant (20) – Biomass energy production 
 

The CertainTeed Company in L‘Anse has added 33 new jobs and planning an expansion after closing another plant.  The L‘Anse 

Warden Electric Plant created 20 new jobs and an estimated 25 or more spinoff jobs in L‘Anse with its opening in 2008.  The former 

coal-fired plant had basically been shut down since 1993.  More information on both plants is contained in the following section on 

the Green Economy. 

Major employers located in Baraga (per the same source) include: 

 Michigan Department of Corrections (300) 

 Pettibone Traverse Lift LLC (100) – Materials handling equipment 

 Keweenaw Bay Indian Community (75) – Casino, hotel 

 Baraga Area School District (75) 

 Selkey Manufacturing Co. (58) – Steel fabricator 

 Van Straten Brothers Inc. (45) – Custom metal fabrication, machining, and welding 

 Keweenaw Bay Ojibwa Community College (35) 

 Baraga Telephone Company (32) 

 Larry‘s Markets (30) 

 Keweenaw Bay Ojibwa Housing (25) 
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 Bay Ambulance (25) 

 Peninsula Powder Coating Inc (24) 

 Massie Mfg Inc (20) – Plate metal fabricator 

 Michigan Department of Natural Resources (20) 

 Ojibwa Motel (20) 

 DirecTV (20) 

 Besse Forest Products Inc (20) – wholesale logs, hewn ties, posts, poles, hardwood dimension and flooring mill, wholesale 

lumber, plywood & millwork, sawing & planing mill 
 

The Baraga maximum Correctional Facility (AMF) was opened in 1993 and houses males of all ages in security levels one and five.  

The facility has eight housing units, including a 280 bed facility for Level I prisoners.  The seven other housing units (three for general 

population and four for segregation) are inside the secure perimeter and house Level V prisoners.  Other buildings house food service, 

health care, prisoner services, maintenance, warehouse, and administration.   

Prisoner programs include Adult Basic Education and General Education Development preparation.  Treatment service includes 

counseling, substance-abuse services, psychotherapy, religious activities, and Assaultive Offender Programming.  Prisoners are 

provided on-site routine medical and dental care, and are taken to Marquette or Jackson for serious and emergency problems. 

Regional Employment Outlook 

The following information was compiled by the Michigan Department of Labor & Economic Growth Bureau of Labor Market 

Information and Strategic Initiatives for the Western Upper Peninsula Michigan Works! in 2008.  The Western Upper Peninsula 

Michigan Works Agency consists of Baraga, Gogebic, Houghton, Iron, Keweenaw, and Ontonagon Counties.  Unless otherwise 

stated, the statistics below are for these geographic areas of comparison as well as the State of Michigan and the United States. 

Labor Force Trends 

Overall in the Western Upper Peninsula MWA, labor force increased by almost four percent for this period, paralleling the U.S. 

increase of 4.5 percent.  Michigan labor force was stable for this time period.  Baraga County‘s labor force grew at 11 percent. Labor 

supply also expanded greatly in Baraga County from 2006 to 2007 with an increase of 17 percent.  Potential labor supply is derived 

from several sources, including current workers, the unemployed, recent graduates entering the workforce, and persons reentering the 

work force seeking employment.    
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For the same years, Baraga County had an increase in employment (7.5 percent), again making it the County with the largest increase 

in the Western Upper Peninsula MWA.  Overall the Western Upper Peninsula MWA increased employment by 3.5 percent from 2003 

to 2007.  In comparison, the State employment was stable, and U.S. employment increased by six percent. 

Unemployment rates increased for every County in the Western Upper Peninsula MWA from 2001 to 2007.  The largest increase 

again was in Baraga County, which had a four percent increase in unemployment from 2001 to 2007.  During the same period, the 

State of Michigan‘s unemployment rose by two percent, and the U.S. unemployment declined slightly.  The Western Upper Peninsula 

MWA 2000 unemployment rate was 8.7 percent.  Unemployment rates were lower for females at 5.3, and higher for males at 11.5 

percent.  Rates were highest for 16 to 19 year old males and females, and 20 to 24 year old males.   

Industry Employment 

Within the Western Upper Peninsula MWA, industries with increasing employment from 2004 to 2007 include: 

 Manufacturing—machinery manufacturing and fabricated metal product manufacturing (+8 percent) 

 Educational & Health Services—Hospitals (+3 percent) 

 Professional & Business Services (+1 percent) 

 

Industries with declining employment from 2004 to 2007 include: 

 Other services (-10 percent) 

 Financial Activities (-8 percent) 

 Leisure & Hospitality (-6 percent) 

 Trade, Transportation & Utilities (-5 percent) 

 Natural Resources & Construction (-2.5 percent) 

 Information (-0.3 percent) 

Overall total industry employment declined in the MWA by 2 percent for the period. 

The top ten private industry employers (50 percent of jobs) in the Western Upper Peninsula MWA for 2007 were: 

 Food Services and Drinking Places (11 percent) 

 Hospitals (8 percent) 

 Ambulatory Health Care Services (5 percent) 

 Food and Beverage Stores (5 percent) 

 General Merchandise Stores (4 percent) 
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 Construction of Buildings (4 percent) 

 Specialty Trade Contractors (3.5 percent) 

 Nursing and Residential Care Facilities (3 percent) 

 Accommodation (3 percent) 

 Wood Product Manufacturing (3 percent) 

The top ten industries by percent job growth were Waste Management and Remediation Services, Telecommunications, Textile 

Product Mills, Computer and Electronic Product Manufacturing, Primary Metal Manufacturing, Machinery Manufacturing, Fabricated 

Metal Product Manufacturing, General Merchandise Stores, Real Estate, and Hospitals. Together, these industries created an increase 

of over 600 jobs in the Western Upper Peninsula MWA from 2004 to 2007. 

Declining industries from 2004 to 2007 include Support Activities for Agriculture, Food Manufacturing, Forestry and Logging, Credit 

Intermediation and Related Activities, Utilities, Repair and Maintenance, Clothing and Clothing Accessory Stores, Motor Vehicle and 

Parts Dealers, Social Assistance, and Food and Beverage Stores. 

Availability and Education 

According to the Michigan Department of Education, the number of high school and community college graduates fell by 5.1 percent 

in the most recent school year in the MWA.  Statewide, the number of high school and community college graduates increased by 4.6 

percent.  Department of Education data shows that 882 persons graduated from area high schools and 170 persons graduated from area 

community colleges, which is an indicator of potential new entrants to the labor force. 

Occupational Outlook 

The Michigan Department of Labor and Economic Growth indicates high demand occupations for the western Upper Peninsula, 

including Baraga County, to include the following: 

 Architectural and Engineering Occupations—Engineers (industrial, mechanical, all other) 

 Arts, Design, Entertainment, Sports, and Media Occupations—Coaches and scouts; musicians and singers 

 Building and Grounds Cleaning and Maintenance Occupations—Janitors 

 Business and Financial Operations Occupations—Accountants and auditors; business operations specialists; cost 

estimators; purchasing agents 

 Community and Social Services Occupations—Child, family and school social workers; clergy; educational, vocational, and 

school counselors; social and human service assistants 
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 Construction and Extraction Occupations—Carpenters; construction laborers; electricians; first-line supervisors/managers 

of construction trades and extraction workers; pipelayers, plumbers, pipefitters, and steamfitters and their helpers; operating 

engineers and other construction equipment operators; painters 

 Education, Training, and Library Occupations—School teachers (all levels); graduate teaching assistants 

 Food Preparation and Serving Related Occupations—Cooks; food preparation workers; managers of food preparation and 

service workers 

 Healthcare Practitioner and Technical Occupations—Nurses; medical and clinical laboratory technologists; pharmacy 

technicians; radiologic technologists and technicians 

 Healthcare Support Occupations—Dental and medical assistants 

 Installation, maintenance, and Repair Occupations—Automotive service; industrial machinery mechanics, maintenance 

and repair workers; supervisors of mechanics and installers 

 Management Occupations—Chief executives; construction managers; education administrators; food service managers; 

general and operations managers; medical and health services managers, sales managers; all other managers 

 Office and Administrative Support Occupation—Hotel, motel, and resort desk clerks; payroll and timekeeping clerks; 

tellers 

 Personal Care and Service Occupations—Supervisors; Hairdressers, hairstylists, and cosmetologists; personal and home 

care aides 

 Production Occupations—Assemblers and fabricators; bakers; supervisors/managers of production and operations; 

inspectors, testers, sorters, samplers, and weighers; laundry and dry-cleaning workers; machinists; team assemblers; water and 

liquid waste treatment plant and system operators; welders, cutters, solderers, and brazers. 

 Protective Service Occupations—correctional officers; firefighters; police and sheriff‘s patrol officers 

 Sales and Related Occupations—gaming change persons and booth cashiers; sales representatives, wholesale and 

manufacturing 

 Transportation and Material Moving Occupations—Bus drivers, cleaners of vehicles and equipment; driver/sales workers; 

industrial truck and tractor operators 
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Economic Development & Jobs:  Potential Opportunity 

Green Economy 
Great Lakes and Green Based Economy 

Private sector jobs in Michigan‘s green economy are defined as being in 5 areas, including agriculture and natural resource 

conservation; clean transportation and fuels; increased energy efficiency; pollution prevention or environmental cleanup; and 

renewable energy production.  Clean transportation and fuels is the largest green economy area in Michigan, reflecting Michigan‘s 

automotive heritage.  Today green jobs represent just 3 percent of Michigan‘s overall private sector employment, but the green 

economy expanded by almost 8 percent from 2005 to 2008.  The renewable energy production sector, while currently the smallest 

sector, is also the fastest growing at 30 percent growth.  The green economy is also a hotbed of entrepreneurial activity and above 

average wages.
1
 

Many green jobs are in production, engineering, and construction, but all skill levels are required.  Other jobs include assemblers, 

machinists, HVAC installers, general maintenance, farm workers, mechanics, and environmental specialists.  Job growth is expected 

for engineers, skilled trades, and certain technical specialist jobs. 

The Michigan Green Jobs Report of 2009 found that some critical occupations are difficult to fill at the present time, including Energy 

Auditor (Home Energy Rating system (HERS) raters); all skilled trades; Lead/Hazardous materials workers; accountants; wind 

technicians; agri-tourism specialists; food safety specialists; aquaculturalists; urban farmers; truckers; PV installers; heavy equipment 

operators; AC/DC electrical workers; HVAC (install and adapt for bio-mass systems); plumbers; designers for PV, wind, solar 

applications; sales people; semi-conductor engineers; vacuum techs; purchasing/procurement/product developers; qualified tool 

makers; management that understanding government funding opportunities and new regulations impacted by new technologies.  

Green-related occupations projected to offer many openings through 2016 include landscaping and grounds workers; industrial 

engineers; environmental engineers; mechanical engineers; civil engineers; chemical engineers; architects; landscape architects; 

electricians; surveyors; industrial machinery mechanics; natural sciences managers; carpenters; construction laborers; engineering 

managers; first line supervisors, construction trades; civil engineers; and HVAC mechanics and installers.  Much of the job growth 

will be due to replacement of retiring workers rather than growth. 

                                                

 

1 Michigan‘s Green Jobs Report 2009:  Occupations & Employment in the New Green Economy.  Michigan Department of Energy, Labor & Economic 
Growth. 
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Employers indicated that the majority of their employee training needs may be conducted on-the-job.  Shop and vocational classes in 

high school and ―old school‖ drawing and drafting skills and basic skills that need to be brought back were cited as issues by 

Michigan employers.  Knowledge of green practices (ways of working that minimize damage to the environment); green knowledge 

(understanding concepts such as which materials can be recycled in many ways, awareness of opportunities to implement green 

practices, and the ability to apply concepts to new situations); and green skills (those which contribute actively to environmental 

improvement, such as energy auditing, installing insulation, working with new materials, and so forth).  Employers say it is hard to 

find people with safety knowledge, mechanical aptitude, ability to do non-computerized drawing, ability to read blueprints, know 

―what‖ to draw as well as ―how‖ to draw, basic machine design skills, adaptability, understanding green standards and guidelines, 

material recycling awareness, systems specialization (solar, wind, geo-thermal, rain water, etc), environmental impact knowledge, 

MIOSHA training, communication skills, marketing and general business management skills, visual relationship aptitude, and ISO 

14000 certified. 

There are several ―green job‖ training programs in the Upper Peninsula at several institutions such as Lake Superior State University 

(Sault Ste. Marie), Bay de Noc Community College (Escanaba), Gogebic Community College (Ironwood), Michigan Technological 

University (Houghton), and Northern Michigan University (Marquette).  

The green economy in Michigan is supported by local, state, and federal public policy such as Michigan‘s new renewable energy 

portfolio standard requiring utility companies to spend a portion of their revenue on energy efficiency measures for their customers.  

There are also incentives for advanced battery production. 

The L‘Anse Area has several firms involved in the renewable energy production cluster which includes power and communication 

line and related structures construction; natural gas distribution; sawmills; electric power distribution; and logging.  This sector 

showed a growth rate even during the period of economic slowdown.  The L‘Anse Warden Electric Company brings green technology 

to the area as well as jobs and spinoff jobs.  The company diverts waste from other industries like the lumber and sawmill industries 

and keeps it from going to landfills by converting biomass to energy.   

The company converted the former coal-, oil- and natural gas-fired generating station to run on biomass, reducing pollution emissions 

in the area.  Raw materials include wood chips, paper-mill residue (from the neighboring CertainTeed plant and others), tire chips, 

railroad ties, construction/demolition debris, bark and twigs, etc.  In a synergistic relationship, CertainTeed then utilizes steam from 

the electric plant. 

A new program designed to provide greater profits to biomass suppliers is helping to develop this green industry.  The Farm Service 

Agency, a branch of the U. S. Department of Agriculture, has certified the L‘Anse Warden Electric Company as the first plant in 

Michigan to be a part of the Federal Biomass Crop Assistance Program.  This program pays suppliers an additional 50 percent over 
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what the receiving company pays for collecting, harvesting, transporting, and storing biomass materials.  These suppliers must have a 

forest stewardship plan for the land they plan to clear.  The L‘Anse Warden plant is also looking into ways to create their own supply 

of woody biomass through a fast-growing, renewable willow shrub.  Much more research and testing is needed to optimize this 

agricultural product, and difficulties are posed by keeping deer and other pests away from the new plants for at least two years.  

Timber produces approximately 0.5 dry tons of biomass per acre a year.  Pulpwood produces approximately 1.7 dry tons per acre per 

year.  Energy plantations produce on average 4 dry tons per acre per year, although results vary widely.  One ethanol plant, for 

example, needs 500,000 dry tons per year, which is the equivalent of 1 million acres of timberland or 125,000 acres of energy 

plantations.  The haul radius of materials from energy plantations is one-third that of timberlands if the plantations are 8 times more 

productive.  So there is a question of sustainability and capacity of this industry.  It is too costly to convert ambient forest to biomass 

production, so it is best to use retired or abandoned cropland.  It may be more viable to use a European model to take portable pellet 

factories to 500 acre plots and ship directly to homes for heating supplies. 

CertainTeed is also boosting the green economy by securing third-party GreenCircle certification for 20 of its ceiling products and 

unveiling more environmentally friendly recycled packaging for its products.  The GreenCircle certification verifies the manufacturing 

process and use of recycled materials.  In this way, CertainTeed products help contribute points toward LEED certification.  

CertainTeed is headquartered in Valley Forge, PA, and in 2009 was named ENERGY STAR Partner of the Year by the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency. 

Although the above companies are located in the Village of L‘Anse, the Township and the surrounding area has the potential to  

benefit from these companies bringing these technologies to the area.  As previously stated, many jobs such as collecting, harvesting 

and growing biomass, collecting and chipping tires, and other prep work needed for materials used for fuel. 

Tourism 

Michigan has the fifth largest number of hunters of any state, and is also fifth in the nation for number of anglers.  Hunting was the 

most common dispersed use of state forest lands in all three state forests, with adjacent private landowners and their guests accounting 

for up to half the dispersed use of the public forest land.  Sales of snowmobile trail permits have been in a steady decline since 1999, 

while boat registrations have been static.  State park use has been moderately declining.   

Recently the Michigan State University, Department of Community, Agriculture, Recreation and Resource Studies (CARRS) released 

their Michigan Tourism Outlook at a Driving Tourism 2010 Conference.  The Department of CARRS compares 2008 and 2009 data to 

create a forecast for the 2010 tourist season.  The 2010 Tourism Outlook showed a 2-3 percent increase in travel volume, a 3-4 percent 

increase in travel spending and a 2-3 percent increase in travel prices.  Travel prices include items such as restaurant, fuel, and hotel 

prices.  The data reviewed includes traffic counts on Michigan highways, hotel stays (both personal and business), Mackinac Bridge 

crossings, weather, Welcome Center visitor counts, and economic data such as; gas prices, unemployment rates, stock market changes, 
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and the rate of foreclosures and home sales.  This data only tells part of the story; technology is helping to create a ―new normal‖ for 

the Tourism Industry.  People are finding better deals and waiting until the last minute to make travel plans. Online meetings provide 

alternatives to business travel.  This means the tourism industry can no longer rely on long-term trends in tourism data to make yearly 

projections.  The travel industry needs to focus campaigns on shorter, cheaper travel activities in order to attract people. This can be 

seen in the ―Pure Michigan‖ campaign focusing on camping and other outdoor activities.   

Planning for a sustainable tourism industry should include consideration of the impact of rising fuel prices on travel.  For greater 

sustainability, L‘Anse Township should create unique attractions to serve a regional tourism base focused on Michigan, Wisconsin, 

and Canadian residents.  Future possibilities include eco-tourism and cultural/historic tourism.  The area provides great opportunity for 

interpretation of past industries and the Ford history.  Opportunities to improve mainstay tourism activities such as sport fishing, 

camping, hiking, hunting, and mountain biking should be pursued. 

Building Local Resilience 

Building local resilience means improving the ability of a community to respond to energy, economic, or social shocks.  It means 

enhancing community self-sufficiency and creating a collaborative community framework.  It takes foresight and leadership to 

achieve.  Two topics that easily bring people together to practice collaborative efforts toward community resilience are the pursuit of 

local food systems and local energy production systems. 

Community Food System 

Within today‘s conventional food system, food production, processing, and distribution is industrial in scale and relies on advances in 

bio-technology.  Food consumption generates a significant amount of packaging waste.  In this system, corporations and agri-

businesses, not farmers, are dominant stakeholders.  Consumers are removed—physically and metaphorically—from the source of 

their food.  The process is characterized by the use of significant amounts of synthetic fertilizers and pesticides and new shipping 

technologies. 

In contrast to a conventional food system, a community food system makes visible the relationships between producers, processors, 

distributors, and consumers of food.  A community food system is place based.  Because the community values the place, a 

community food system promotes the use of environmentally sustainable methods for producing, processing, and distributing food.  

Local distribution networks minimize the use of fossil fuels, and reduce the risk should those supply lines become disrupted.  Local 

grocery stores generally only contain about a 3 day supply of food for the local community.  
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Planning for the creation of a local food production and distribution system involves 

taking an inventory of the existing organizations and businesses that are involved in 

local and regional food production, processing, and retailing; involving community 

stakeholders in determining a cohesive vision and goals for the creation of a 

community-wide food system; illuminating the vulnerabilities that exist within the 

system, evaluating the various strategies that will contribute to a sustainable 

community food system, prioritizing actions and creating an implementation plan, 

and establishing benchmarks for measuring success in accordance with the 

community vision and goals.  This plan supports the creation of a community food 

system in L‘Anse Township. 

Strong Local Businesses 

Communities can support local businesses by increasing demand.  Some 

communities support local businesses by instituting ―Buy Local First‖ campaigns.  

Municipalities can support local business by implementing local purchasing 

preferences, providing local business directories and training, and removing 

subsidies and other benefits for non-local businesses.  Some communities even 

create local currency to make sure that money stays in the community and continues 

to circulate.  According to the Small-Mart Revolution checklist for consumers, the 

best places to localize spending include: 

 Localize your home by renting from a local landlord, taking a mortgage from 

a local bank, or owning your home. 

 Live in Local Style by using local building materials and local architectural 

designs.  Furnish with locally fabricated furniture. 

 Minimize Automobiles by walking, biking, carpooling, living in walkable communities, and using public transit. 

 Local Car Services from a good local mechanic, local car wash, local auto parts store, and local insurer. 

 Eat out Locally by avoiding chain restaurants and eating at local restaurants that buys locally produced food. 

 Buy Fresh by linking up with local farmers and producers, co-ops, and community-supported-agriculture programs.  

Rediscover local bakers, butchers, cheese makers, chefs, and caterers. 

 Support Local Retailers such as local pharmacies, grocers, bookstores, hardware stores, coffee roasters, etc. 

 Play Local by minimizing your passion for high-end electronics and television and spending more time at local sports events, 

health clubs, playgrounds, pools, parks, films, plays, and dances. 
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 Heal Local by using local doctors, dentists, therapists, and nursing homes. 

 Live Healthy by emphasizing local nutrition, exercise, emotional balance, and spiritual nurturing all of which minimize the 

need for nonlocal pharmaceuticals. 

 Minimize Household Energy Use by adding insulation, energy-efficient windows, compact florescent lights, and replacing 

inefficient furnaces and appliances from local suppliers.  Cut purchases of nonlocal electricity, oil, and natural gas.  Add 

photovoltaics or a wind-electric generator on your home and sell electricity back to the utility. 

 Give Local by targeting charitable giving at local causes and nonprofits.  

 Educate Locally by supporting local public schools. 

 Read Locally by buying books from local authors or publishers that are sold at local bookstores.  Advertise in local papers.  

Use the local library. 

 Rent More by renting big ticket items, or creating neighborhood tool sheds for shared lawnmowers or snow blowers. 

 Recycle More by sending paper, glass, and plastic to the local recycler to give local industries affordable local inputs. 

To assist local purchasing, communities can: 

 Create directories of local businesses 

 Create directories of local products 

 Create local labels 

 Host ―buy local‖ days 

 Create computerized trading systems that encourage locals to trade with one another without touching mainstream money 

 Set up a computerized system for tracking volunteer hours (time dollars) as a way of legitimizing, expanding, and rewarding 

such contributions to the community 

 Prepare an annual community quality-of-life report with quantifiable measures of the community‘s quality-of-life, as decided 

in a public hearing.  Distribute the report widely and make it available on a website. 

 Gather data on regional assets, especially those that are underutilized such as unemployed labor, abandoned property and 

buildings, and idle machinery, and clarify what‘s available for new or expanded businesses. 

 Prepare an annual measure of imports and dependencies to illustrate where local consumer demands already exist for new 

locally owned businesses. 

 Evaluate all subsidies given in the last 10 years to businesses and catalog which went to local businesses and results. 

 Prepare an annual ―State of the Region‖ report with the latest assessment of indicators, assets, and imports to strategically 

identify business opportunities that offer the greatest benefit. 

 Create a community reinvestment report highlighting local depository institutions or investment institutions that reinvest more 

than 90 percent of savings and investments locally. 
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 Evaluate the performance of all businesses in the region and award a special seal to any firm that is not only locally owned but 

also a good performer with respect to workers, consumers, and the environment. 

 Create local entrepreneurship programs in public schools, community colleges, and other institutions such as churches or civic 

groups. 

 Link established business people (especially retirees) with young and aspiring entrepreneurs. 

 Create a scholarship fund extending loans to college-bound kids, and if they return to the community after graduation they 

enjoy no- or low-interest provisions, and if not, market-rate interest provisions. 

 Offer a 5 to 10 percent bidding advantage to local businesses or demand that all bidders estimate anticipated local multiplier 

benefits. 

 Coordinate a local ―Time Dollar‖ program providing tax credits for each ―Time Dollar‖ earned to promote volunteerism and 

lower public expenditures on social services. 

 Use local payroll, investment, and bond finance services. 

 Refurbish older, smaller school buildings instead of building new, bigger ones that require busing.  Make it easy and safe for 

children to walk or bicycle to school. 
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Local Energy Production 

Wind Energy Potential 

The Land Policy Institute at Michigan State University 

has developed a Wind Prospecting Tool to determine 

wind generating capacity.  In addition to good wind 

resources, communities need to understand what wind 

companies need for optimal development opportunity.  

This is a very capital intensive industry, so it stands to 

reason that the projects with the most potential and 

fewest obstacles will be completed first.  In addition to 

good wind resources, geophysical factors, land/economic 

factors, environmental concerns, and local policy impact 

a location decision.   For example, communities need 

zoning enabling legislation and incentives to stand out 

from the competition and reduce transaction costs.  The 

study relates mostly to utility scale wind development, 

and utilizes a 50 meters wind density map developed by 

the National Renewable Energy Lab (USDOE).  

Locations were scored based on wind speed, agricultural 

land contiguity and area, forest land contiguity and area, 

per acre value of agricultural land, population density, 

and population density change.  

L‘Anse Township was not scored in the areas of 

agricultural land contiguity and area.  However, the 

Township scored very well in the areas of Forest Land with Suitable Wind Density at 50 meters, Forest Land Contiguity with Suitable 

Wind Density at 50 meters, Value of Open Space, and Population Density.  When all of these factors are combined in the Land Policy 

Institute‘s Utility Wind Prospecting Tool, the Township overall scored relatively low for utility scale wind development.  As shown in 

the Utility Wind Prospecting Tool, there are a few small pockets of reasonable wind potential.   

Figure 2-11: Wind Potential in L’Anse Township 
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Wind score areas of class three or better wind are considered to be the threshold for utility 

scale wind development.  Areas having greater area with this class of wind score higher.  This 

data however, does not rule out the possibility of using wind to generate power.  More and 

more development is being made in the area of small scale residential wind systems. 

As shown in the pictures at right, there are many different styles of wind turbines that can 

produce the amount of electricity needed to power the average home.  Historically, residential 

scale and neighborhood scale wind systems were something only seen in the rural areas.  As 

the industry changes and wind energy receives more attention, home-owners are looking at 

wind as a viable way to offset utility bills, even in urban areas.  New technology is allowing 

wind turban manufactures to address areas of concern that have plagued the wind turbine 

industry in the past.  For example, turbine blades are much smaller in order to reduce noise; 

while at the same time producing electricity from much slower wind speeds.   

Even with the developments in the wind industry, many limiting factors involved with 

wind still exist.  Many variables go into site selection for a wind turbine whether 

residential or utility scale.  Careful long-term study for siting should be done before a 

wind turbine is installed.  In many places in the Upper Peninsula, including L‘Anse 

Township, high voltage transmission lines are at capacity and cannot handle the 

additional kilowatts produced by a utility scale wind farm.  However, the residential and 

neighborhood scale wind turbines do not need large high voltage transmission lines to 

transport the power produced.  In many areas these wind turbines are easily hooked up to 

the existing power grid and additional electricity produced can be sold to the utility 

company. 

Small scale, either neighborhood or single residential sized wind turbines, should be 

considered a viable source of electricity to supplement the traditional sources.  L‘Anse Township, like 

many other communities, should consider updating their zoning ordinance to include regulations regarding 

wind turbines to protect the health, safety and welfare of the community. 

Solar Energy Potential 

Solar technologies directly harness energy from the sun. Solar technologies include photovoltaic systems 

that convert sunlight to electricity, solar hot water systems that heat water for swimming pools and 
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buildings, and solar space heating systems that provide heat for buildings. In addition, passive solar designs provide heat for buildings, 

and daylighting strategies use sunlight to reduce electricity used for lighting.  Solar energy is another renewable energy source which 

will help reduce dependence on non-renewable resources and will also provide new jobs.   

The potential for solar energy can be enhanced within the community by providing property tax reductions for solar installations.  

Michigan is promoting local energy production through a feed-in tariff and a buyback program whereby residents who produce more 

energy than they use can sell it back to the energy company.  To support the development of local solar energy production, L‘Anse 

Township needs to create solar easements for the purpose of protecting and maintaining proper access to sunlight.  This includes 

prohibiting any residential covenants that restrict solar access.   

The Township should develop community-based lighting design guidelines that promote energy efficiency and safety while reducing 

light pollution or ―sky-glow‖, light trespass on adjacent properties, and glare.  
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Chapter 3:  Township Resources 

Historic Resources 

Henry Ford has played a key role in development within L‘Anse 

Township.  The area showcases a rich history from this era. Henry 

Ford bought the large Culver and Sterns Sawmill in L‘Anse.  He is 

also the sole reason for Alberta‘s existence.  In 1935, Ford stopped 

on the banks of Plumbago Creek and determined that it was a good 

location for a mill because the creek could be dammed to create a 

lake, providing a water reservoir for use in the sawmill‘s boiler.  

The location was in a vast expanse of hardwood forest and close to 

Ford‘s operations in L‘Anse and Pequaming.  The idea was for 

workers to log in the winter and mill their lumber and farm in the 

summer.  The village opened in 1937.  Farming proved to be 

ineffective because of poor, rocky soil and the deer that ate all the 

crops.  The village was unique from other company towns in that 

each of Alberta‘s twelve houses were all architecturally different 

from each other, with varying layouts and square footages.  Alberta 

was intended to be a self-contained village with a store, post office, 

sixty additional houses, a road around the lake, lake front park, and 

ski hill and toboggan slides in the surrounding hills, but these were 

never completed.  However, even in the 1930‘s, visitors flocked to 

the town to view displays of logging equipment and the quaint 

village.  In 1954, the lumber community of Alberta with its well-

equipped sawmill and over 1,700 acres of adjacent timberland were 

donated to the Michigan College of Mining and Technology 

(present-day Michigan Technological University) for use in 

research in methods of timber management and utilization and 

Top:  Historic photo of the lake across the highway from Alberta, very 

similar to present day appearance.  Source:  Superior View Photo.  

Bottom: Present day mill in Alberta.   
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forestry.
2
  A museum is maintained by the Alberta Village Museum 

Association and open to the public during the summer months.  

Alberta is about 9 miles south of L‘Anse along US-41.  It would 

make a lovely setting for a retirement community, especially if the 

original notion of a self-sufficient community with lake front 

recreation could be implemented.         

Some properties from the Ford era are listed on the National 

Register of Historic places.  The Hebard – Ford Summer House, 

also known as the Ford Bungalow, was used from 1900 – 1924 as a 

camp for the family of Henry Ford.  It is located on the shore of 

Lake Superior in Pequaming.  The bungalow was originally the 

home of Charles Hebard, an immigrant English-man who founded 

the sawmill and community of Pequaming in 1878.  The Village 

was laid out along the contours of the land, and featured amenities 

such as parks, bath houses, a post office, churches, school, a hotel, 

an IOOF Hall, and a clubhouse.  Hebard‘s company eventually built 

and rented about one hundred homes for its workers.
3
  The sawmill 

was a two-story structure built close to the bay.  Products included 

white pine boards, lath boards, shingles, rail ties, and hemlock bark 

which was sold to tanneries. 

Henry Ford purchased the company from Hebard‘s sons who had 

inherited the business.  At the time, the town consisted of 600 

people.  Ford bought the mills, 40,000 acres of land, lumber and 

logs, its railroad, towing and water equipment, and the town of 

Pequaming.  At the time, Ford paid about 75 percent of L‘Anse 

                                                

 

2 Cleven, Brian.  ―Henry Ford‘s ‗Tasty Little Town‘:  Life and Logging in Pequaming‖.  Michigan History Magazine.  Jan/Feb 1999. 
3Ibid. 

Top:  Historic photo of the Hebard – Ford Summer House, or Ford 

Bungalow.  Source:  Superior View Photo.  Bottom: Present day 

remains of the mill in Pequaming.   
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Township‘s property taxes with a total of 175,000 acres.  Wood was 

shipped to Ford plants in Iron Mountain, MI; Dearborn, MI; 

Edgewater, NJ; and Chester, PA.     

Ford reserved Daniel Hebard‘s lodge for his personal use.  It offered 

eight bedrooms, a large living room, a dining room, a downstairs 

office, a fireplace, and seven bathrooms.   When he was in town, 

Ford threw a party at the Bungalow for the children.  To help the 

community through the depression, Ford created work and helped 

people support themselves by developing a cooperative farm east of 

town.  He even opened a vocational school in the Bungalow.  In 

1935 he opened four one-room elementary and intermediate schools 

built around a central commons and play field.  Each building 

accommodated two classes, from kindergarten through seventh 

grade.  In 1937, he opened a modern high school near the sawmill.  

This school was unique in the state and was accredited by the 

University of Michigan
4
  The mill was closed in 1942 and the 

children transferred to schools in L‘Anse.  This was against the 

wishes of Henry Ford, who was no longer in charge of company 

policy at the time.  Almost overnight this small community became a 

ghost town as people leaved to pursue work elsewhere.  The L‘Anse 

and Alberta Mills closed in 1954.   

The Kewawenon Mission, also known as the Zeba Indian United 

Methodist Church, is located on Front Street in Zeba between the 

Whirl-I-Gig Road and Peter Marksman Road, about 3.5 miles 

northeast of L‘Anse.  This site is noted as the birthplace of Indian 

Methodism in the Western Upper Peninsula.  John Sunday, a 

                                                

 

4 Cleven, Brian.  ―Henry Ford‘s ‗Tasty Little Town‘:  Life and Logging in Pequaming‖.  Michigan History Magazine.  Jan/Feb 1999. 

Top:  Modern remnants of the one-room school buildings.  Bottom: 

Remains of the ghost town include a beautiful cemetery in 

Pequaming.   
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Chippewa pastor, and Reverend John Clark first arrived at 

Kewawenon in 1832 to preach Methodism.  The mission has 

continued to operate, and represents one of the oldest and most 

successful integrations of Native American and European 

religious traditions.  The present day structure was built in 

1888.   

Other buildings on the registry within Baraga County include 

the Arvon Township Hall, Sand Point Lighthouse, Sand Point 

Site, and Hanka, Herman & Anna Farm, northeast of Pelkie 

which is currently being operated as a museum.  Assinins is 

listed as a historic district.  The Baraga County Courthouse is 

listed on the State registry.  Built in 1884, it is a two-story, red 

brick, late Victorian building that today remains the county 

seat.   

There are also cemeteries in Aura, the Village of L‘Anse 

(Evergreen Cemetery), and Herman.  Opportunity exists to 

interpret the rich logging, mining, shipping, Tribal, shipwreck 

and Ford history. 

  

 

Top:  Kewawenon Mission (Zeba Indian United Methodist Church)  

Bottom: Baraga County Courthouse Left:  Evergreen Cemetery 
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Scenic/Recreational Resources 

L‘Anse Township offers year-round recreational opportunities for all ages.   

Scenic Amenities 

The area is known for its beautiful Lake Superior shoreline, pristine wilderness 

areas, waterfalls, lakes, and streams.  From the shoreline and bluffs of the 

Township, residents have a beautiful view of the Red Rocks and beautiful 

Keweenaw Bay that stretches between the Villages of Baraga and L‘Anse.  

Residents want to preserve and more fully utilize these scenic amenities to attract 

new residents.  Recreational trails are envisioned for the entire length of the Bay 

from the Village of Baraga, through the Village and Township of L‘Anse, and up to 

Pequaming.    

Recreational Facilities 

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) recommends the 

Recreation Park and Open Space Guidelines of the National Recreation and Park 

Association (NRPA) as a standard for comparison for minimum acceptable spatial 

allocation measures for public parkland.  The accepted standards, used as flexible 

planning guidelines, not absolutes, are: 

 Community-based parks—6.25 to 10.5 acres of parkland per 1,000 

residents  

 Regional-serving parks—5 to 10 acres of parkland per 1,000 

residents 

L‘Anse Township‘s population is almost 4,000, so the minimum spatial allocation 

is from 25 to 42 acres of community-based parks and 20 to 40 acres of regional-

serving parks for the residents.  L‘Anse Village currently has approximately 6 acres 

of parks (Waterfront Park, Marina/Boat Launch, Third Street Park, Recreation 

Building, and 6
th

 Street Park) plus two walkways along the shore and Linden Creek 

that are publically-owned recreation lands and the Fall‘s River hiking trail.  The 

school facilities (L‘Anse Area Schools and Sacred Heart) add another 9 acres of 

Falls River by the old Powerhouse 

Top:  Scenic waterfront path leading to the bluff 

in L’Anse.  Middle:  Falls River by the old 

Powerhouse.  Bottom:  Red rocks on the south 

shore of Keweenaw Bay.   
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recreation land, much of which is utilized by the public. 

The L‘Anse Township Park includes 97 acres and serves the entire County.  The 

L‘Anse Township softball and hardball field includes 40 acres and serves the 

Village and Township.  The Second Sand Beach Park is a mini-park of 30 acres 

serving the area.  The L‘Anse Golf Club is 80 acres.  The Pinery Lakes Ski Trail is 

also located in the Township.  

The NRPA standards address the following types of parks: 

 Mini-parks with specialized facilities serving a limited population or interest 

group with a service area less than ½ mile radius, located within 

neighborhoods and in proximity to multi-family or elderly housing—0.25 to 

0.5 acres per 1,000 people (1 to 2 acre for L‘Anse Township) 

 Neighborhood park or playgrounds with areas for intense recreation 

activities with a service area of a 1 mile radius to serve a population up to 

5,000, located with easy accessibility to neighborhood populations, 

geographically centered, and with safe walking and bike access—1 to 2 

acres per 1,000 people (4 to 8 acres for L‘Anse Township) 

 Community Park with intense recreational facilities or areas of natural 

quality for outdoor recreation with a service area of more than one 

neighborhood (1 to 2 mile radius), over 15 acres in size, easily accessible to 

the neighborhood served—5 to 8 acres per 1,000 people (20 to 32 acres for 

L‘Anse Township) 

 

In the process of creating the 2003 Village of L‘Anse, Township of L‘Anse, and 

L‘Anse Area School Recreation Plan, these standards were discussed in relation to 

the Village and the Township.  In smaller communities such as L‘Anse, 

neighborhood and community parks do not need to be separate facilities since 

existing parks are within easy access of the local population.  However, it is also 

important to anticipate the needs of tourists along with those of the local community.   

 

Red rocks between Baraga and L‘Anse 

Top:  L’Anse Township Park 

Bottom:  Second Sand Beach Park   
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The community hopes to purchase additional acreage from 

CertainTeed Corporation to expand the Waterfront Park along the 

shore of Keweenaw Bay, however, current corporate policies are 

not favorable for this proposition.  This would be the best 

opportunity to more fully utilize the beautiful lakeshore and create 

a park with the potential to serve as a regional draw for the 

community.  This would also be a valuable marketing opportunity 

for improving the visible corporate presence of adjacent industries.  

This piece of property is a crucial link in the creation of a multi-use 

path along the Bay from Baraga to L‘Anse to Pequaming, unless 

the route is diverted around the property along the Falls River.  

Other options include creating multiple mini-parks closer to 

neighborhoods serving specific population segments, or 

collaborating to create a network of bicycle/pedestrian paths along 

the lake shore, Linden Creek, and Falls River.  

Shown at right is an analysis of recreational facilities in comparison 

to DNR Opportunity Standards.  This analysis is a quantitative 

analysis, yet there are other factors to be considered in recreation 

planning, such as location and quality of opportunities, accessibility 

for all members of the population, and unique community needs.   

Figure 3-1: MDNR Recreation Standard  

L’Anse Township and L’Anse Village 
Village of L'Anse and L'Anse 

Township Population = 3,926**

Michigan 

Recreation 

Standard--1 unit 

per population

Standards 

per Area 

Population

Existing 

Facilities

Needs 

Compared 

to Existing

Archery Range                                    

(incl private, commercial)
50,000 0.08 0 -0.08

Baseball Fields*** 5,000 0.79 1 0.21

Basketball Courts, outdoor*** 5,000 0.79 1 0.21

Bicycle Trails (miles) 40,000 0.10 only roads -0.05

Golf Courses (private, commercial) 25,000 0.16 1 0.84

Horseshoe pits 7,500 0.52 0 -0.52

Ice rinks, indoor 100,000 0.04 1 0.96

Ice rinks, outdoor 20,000 0.20 0 -0.20

Picnic area/tables 200 19.63 47 27.37

Playgrounds 3,000 1.31 4 2.69

Rifle ranges (private, commercial) 50,000 0.08 0 -0.08

Shotgun ranges (pvt, commercial) 50,000 0.08 0 -0.08

Shuffleboard 7,500 0.52 1 0.48

Sledding hills 40,000 0.10 0 -0.10

Soccer fields 10,000 0.39 0 -0.39

Swimming pools (outdoor) 20,000 0.20 0 -0.20

Tennis courts (outdoor) 4,000 0.98 1 0.02

Volleyball (outdoor) 7,500 0.52 1 0.48

Boat launches (parking) 400 9.82 1 -8.82

Campgrounds/Campsites 150 26.17 33 6.83

Cross-country ski trails (miles) 10,000 0.39 10 9.61

Fishing access (feet) 100 39.26 Many Sufficient

Fishing piers 100,000 0.04 1 0.96

Hiking trails (miles) 5,000 0.79 Many Sufficient

Horseback riding trails (miles) 20,000 0.20 0 -0.20

Nature areas 50,000 0.08 1 0.92

ORV areas (acres) 7,500 0.52 0 -0.52

ORV trails (miles) 10,000 0.39 0 -0.39

Land open to snowmobiling (acres) 1,000 3.93 Many Sufficient

Snowmobile trails (miles) 3,000 1.31 Many Sufficient

Swimming beaches 25,000 0.16 1 0.84

Roller skating (incl commercial) 20,000 0.20 0 -0.20

**U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 Census

***Not including school facilities

Recreation per Michigan DNR Opportunity Standards: Township & Village of L'Anse

Source:  Michigan Department of Natural Resources.  

1986.  Building Michigan's Recreation Future
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The chart compares the Michigan Recreation 

standards based on actual population to 

existing facilities in both L‘Anse Village and 

Township to determine possible deficiencies.  

Items such as the archery, rifle, and shotgun 

ranges are less frequently found in small 

communities.  These items should be pursued 

only if local demand is evidenced in public 

visioning exercises.  These items were not 

mentioned during the creation of this master 

plan.  However, an outdoor ice rink and 

sledding hill were mentioned as possibilities 

for the former football field location by the 

Recreation Building (shown as a slight deficit 

in the opportunity analysis).  A roller skating 

facility is listed as a deficit, and the community 

has mentioned the need for a skate park or 

rollerblade trails. 

Boat launches with parking are listed as a 

significant deficit.  There is a need for ORV 

facilities and trails.   The soccer field is being 

built at the high school along with the new 

football field.  Residents have considered 

alternatives for the outdoor swimming pool, 

such as utilizing a private facility in 

surrounding areas.  One alternative may be a splash park with water jets, which is a lower maintenance item.  Although baseball fields 

don‘t show as a deficit, the community has mentioned the need for another facility. 

Within the Village, informal trails have spontaneously developed in the vacant lands surrounding the neighborhoods on the 

northeastern Village boundary.  The line of bluffs paralleling the lakeshore in the northwestern corner of the Village would provide 

outstanding scenic and interpretive recreation opportunities.  There is an opportunity to create interpretive gardens which would 

provide recreational opportunities but also help stabilize the slopes along Linden Creek in the east central portion of the Village.  The 

Figure 3-2: Township recreation land and trout streams 
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Falls River provides opportunities for fishing and trail activities in the core and 

southern portion of the Village where facilities are currently lacking for the 

neighborhoods divided from the rest of the Village by US-41. 

Outdoor recreation activities in the L‘Anse area include camping, hiking, fishing, 

hunting, cross country skiing, and snowmobiling. Trout streams crisscross the 

landscape (see map). 

Regarding regional recreational opportunities, Baraga County has over 100,000 acres 

of state and privately owned commercial forestland available for recreation such as 

trails.  The Peter Wolfe Chapter of the North Country Tail Association is responsible 

for 140 miles of the North Country hiking trail through the Upper Peninsula of 

Michigan.  Two sections of completed trail totaling approximately 6.4 miles thread 

through Baraga County, with a third section of trail under construction.  

L‘Anse area recreation, as reported in the Village of L’Anse, Township of L’Anse and 

L’Anse area Schools Recreation Plan of 2008-2012, includes: 

Waterfront Park  

Approximately two-acre site on Lake Superior waterfront includes playground 

equipment, pavilion, picnic tables, grills, beach, underground watering system, 

restrooms, volleyball courts (regular and beach volleyball), band shell, and waterfront 

walkway with lighting.  The Village owns and maintains this mini-park. 

Marina and Boat Launch 

Approximately one acre special use facility, located adjacent to the Waterfront Park 

and off Baraga Avenue.  The Village-owned park includes docks, piers, and boat 

launch.  The Village also maintains this facility. 

  
Top:  L’Anse Waterfront Park 

Middle:  L’Anse Marina 

Bottom:  L’Anse Band Shell in the Waterfront 

Park 
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Walkways 

One walkway is located along 

Linden Creek starting at Lake Front 

Park and ending at Main Street 

which is the main business district.  

The walkway is concrete with 

benches and lighting.  A second 

walkway is located along Lake 

Superior from Falls River to 

Division Street, and includes a 

concrete walkway, lighting, benches, 

and picnic tables.  Both walkways 

are owned and maintained by the 

Village.  

Third Street Park 

Approximately one acre mini-park, 

located in the blocks between Third 

and Fourth streets.  The Village-

owned park includes tot baseball 

field, sandbox, swings, merry-go-

round, monkey bars, play tires, and 

basketball and tennis courts.  The 

tennis courts are in need of re-

orientation because they face in an east/west direction, making visibility difficult.   

Figure 3-3: L’Anse Area Recreation 
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School Play Lot and Tennis Courts 

Approximately two acre site includes swings, slides, climbing 

apparatus, small basketball court, and tennis courts.  This site is owned 

and maintained by the L‘Anse School District and is located adjacent to 

the elementary school.   

L’Anse Recreation Building (Ice Rink) 

The facility includes artificial ice and warm-up area.  The building is 

multi-use, housing such activities as car shows, roller-skating, art and 

crafts shows, and dances.  The facility is financed through U.S.D.O.I, 

DNR, and local funds, and is owned and maintained by the Village. 

High School Football Field and Track 

This approximately five acre site owned and maintained by the L‘Anse 

School District is located adjacent to the L‘Anse Recreation Building.  

These facilities are currently being relocated to the site of the L‘Anse 

School in a new athletic complex, so this site awaits reuse.   Wetness is 

an issue on the site.  The Village would like to purchase this property 

from the School District for a soccer and baseball field, outdoor ice 

rink, and sledding hill.  The outdoor rink would provide more 

opportunity for open skating since the indoor ice facility has limited 

time available for open skating due to hockey and figure skating uses.  

The current indoor facility could be utilized as a warming area and 

restrooms for the outdoor facility. 

Sacred Heart School Play Lot 

The site is located west of L‘Anse Avenue, is approximately one acre in size, and is owned and maintained by the parochial school.  

This location includes a play area with swings, slide, and merry-go-round. 

Top:  Little League Baseball field at Sacred Heart School 

Bottom:  Falls River 
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Little League Baseball Field 

This one acre site is located on Sacred Heart School property and 

includes an improved field with dugouts and fencing. 

6th Street Basketball Court 

Located on Sixth Street, the facility is maintained by the Village of 

L‘Anse with a twenty-five year lease on property from Sacred Heart 

Church.  

L’Anse Golf Club 

Nine-hole golf course with driving range located three miles south of 

L‘Anse on U.S. 41.  The course is leased to L‘Anse Township for a 

period of 25 years and is open to the public. 

Pinery Lakes Cross-Country Ski Trail 

Located north of L‘Anse on Indian Cemetery Road, the property is 

owned by the Village and the trail is maintained by the Ski Club.  There 

are several loops through pine woods totaling approximately 10 

kilometers of novice and intermediate levels. 

Falls River Trail 

Three acres of trail located along Falls River on leased land from U.P. 

Power Company, maintained by the Village. 

Top:  Snowmobile recreational opportunities 

Bottom:  The shoreline of Keweenaw Bay, Lake Superior 
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Snowmobile Trails 

In addition to parks and other village-owned recreational facilities, 

Baraga County has over 150 miles of groomed trail in the region, and 

the sport has proven a major economic boost.  Due to the large amount 

of snow received, the area is a magnet for snowmobilers and other 

winter sports enthusiasts.   

Lake Superior 

By surface area, Lake Superior is the largest fresh water lake in the 

world and is the biggest of all the Great Lakes.  During the spring, 

summer, and fall months, the lake offers endless fishing, boating and 

swimming opportunities.  In the winter, the lake rarely freezes 

completely leading to large snow falls around the lake.  Keweenaw Bay on the other hand does freeze and is a very popular ice fishing 

destination.     

Camping 

There are two camp grounds within the county; Baraga State Park and L‘Anse Township Park and Campground. 

Baraga State Park 

This park, located on U.S. Highway 41 overlooking Keweenaw Bay, Lake Superior has 116 sites on 56 acres.  Activities in the park 

include cross country skiing, fishing, hiking, and metal detecting.   There is also a picnic area, picnic pavilion, and playground. 

L’Anse Township Park and Campground 

Located 3 miles north of the Village of L‘Anse on Skanee Road, the park offers beautiful views of Lake Superior and Keweenaw Bay.  

The park and campground offer 30 modern campsites with electrical hook-ups, shower building, pavilion, playground, Lake Superior 

beach and shoreline, firewood, RV dump station.  

Camping at L’Anse Township Park. 
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L’Anse Township Softball and Hardball Field 

This 40 acre facility is used by the Village and Township. 

Second Sand Beach Park 

This beautiful stretch of Lake Superior shoreline is on the north coast of Pequaming.  Second Sand Beach Park includes a picnic area, 

restrooms, grocery store and great swimming beach for families.  This area is also used for launching kayaks.  

Revisiting Public Recreational Input 

It is important to understand that the comments and considerations presented here represent summaries of actual participant 

comments, not an analysis. 

Attitudinal Surveys 

The Baraga County Attitudinal surveys reflect the priority importance of waterfront recreation development in both Baraga and 

L‘Anse. The L‘Anse Waterfront Park was indicated as the most utilized facility in the area along with the marina.  However, 

respondents also indicated that facilities most in need of repair include the L‘Anse and Baraga lakeshores and beaches (including 

Second Sand Beach).  It was indicated that these facilities were highly utilized by tourists.  Waterfront development and boat rides on 

Lake Superior were two of the top listed priorities for tourism development.   

Trails including bicycle paths, cross-country ski trails, snowmobile trails, and well-marked hiking trails were also of high interest, 

although it was indicated that the snowmobile, cross-country, and hiking trails need repair.  Residents indicated frequent use of the 

hiking, cross-country ski, and snowmobile trails.  It was perceived that snowmobile trails and cross-country ski trails drew tourist use.  

All-purpose trails were of high priority interest for tourism development. Historical sites were also listed as a priority for tourism 

development, and can be integrated into an interpretive trails system along with other identified tourist activities including sightseeing 

and waterfalls. 

Other priority recreational opportunities include fishing, hunting, picnic sites, and swimming pools.  Facilities noted in need of repair 

include parks, campgrounds, and the Baraga Ice Rink.  The casino, parks, fishing, and hunting facilities were perceived to be utilized 

by both residents and tourists.  Residents also indicated use of the golf course and picnic sites while acknowledging tourist use of the 

Baraga State Park and area campgrounds.  Fishing related activity was perceived as a top priority for tourism development. 



 

 L’Anse Township Master Plan 2012         Page | 74  

 

Recreation options receiving a majority of responses as low to medium interest include canoeing/kayaking, evening enrichment 

classes, non-alcoholic bar/recreational center, tennis courts, and volleyball courts.  Of no- to low- interest for a majority of 

respondents are gambling, golf, racquet club/health spa, and skateboarding park. 

2000/2001 Baraga County Strategic Plan 

Highlights of the strategic agenda relating to recreation include being proactive in protecting and improving public access and creating 

recreational walkways by utilizing planning and zoning tools.  For example, land use concerns include the expenditure of public funds 

on roads for private property owners who then block views and access to the lake with their development, indicating a negative 

tradeoff.  There was also a noted lack of coordination of planning and zoning across municipalities, and a corresponding need for 

cooperation between the various jurisdictions and the tribal government.  Views were also polarized on ―more‖ versus ―less‖ 

development as being desirable, especially on the waterfront, indicating a need for planned development.  The requirements of an 

older population should also be addressed in recreation planning. 

Participants specifically wanted to restrict truck traffic along the shore of the bay from L‘Anse north to the Whirl-I-Gig, and to create 

recreational bicycle/walking trails between Baraga and L‘Anse, L‘Anse and Pequaming, and L‘Anse to Skanee.  The first phase would 

be constructed between Baraga and L‘Anse which are the greatest population centers. 

Baraga County concerns regarding youth programs include the need to facilitate transportation to activities; create avenues for self 

expression (including the arts); offer a way to earn money; teach ballet, gymnastics, and swimming programs; provide access to 

technology; create a safe hangout place; and teach life skills.  Of special concern were the needs of single parents and economically 

depressed youth and elders.  A youth center, movie/community theater, and a public library were on the wish list.  A youth shuttle bus 

is needed. 

Within the youth focus group, social/recreation programs such as ―Kids Rights‖, ―Peer Educator‖, elementary basketball, hockey, 

Little League Baseball, summer soccer, Baraga/L‘Anse figure skating, 4-H Youth, Baraga Water Safety,  DNR Hunter Safety, KBIC 

Kids Fair, KBIC Pow Wow, KBIC summer youth (8-12 year olds), ―Reggae on the Res‖, after-school arts, mentoring, DNR ―Summer 

Exploration Days‖, DNR summer youth hiring, ―Odyssey of the Mind‖, and Baraga Village youth summer job programs were 

mentioned.  Important special events include a New Year‘s Eve Semi-Formal dance, church sponsored events, Baraga County Fair, 

―Santa Comes to Town‖, and an Easter hunt.  A strong network of parents supports the resource library and dances. 

The youth recognized facilities of importance including the OCC Fitness Center in Baraga, cross-country ski and snowmobile trails, 

Lake Superior, Laird Township skating rink, L‘Anse Waterfront Park, and neighborhood basketball and tennis courts. 
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Within the group studying tourism and recreation, natural resource amenities were identified as lake views,  public access to water 

resources, waterfalls, changing seasons and fall colors, the Ottawa National Forest, wild berries, beaches, the south shore (Keweenaw 

Bay), hunting and fishing opportunities, Craig Lake State Park, Sturgeon Gorge,  wildlife (bear, moose), and the quiet. 

Community recreation amenities include nice parks; waterfront concerts; Travel Information Center; Lac Vieux Desert Trail; Huron 

Mountain gateway; docks and marina; live concerts and events at the casino; sweet rolls at the Hilltop Restaurant; availability of 

cabins, cottages and lodging; Skanee Road hunter walking trail; well-groomed snowmobile, cross-country, and hiking trails; golf 

course; and flea market. 

Area community cultural/marketing opportunities that may be incorporated into recreational opportunities include the highest point; 

historical sites; Henry Ford heritage; burial mounds; Ghost Town; Aura Jamboree; Pow Wow; festivals and Fireman‘s Tournament; 

museums in Alberta, Baraga County, Covington and Arvon; Hanka Homestead; Bishop Baraga Shrine; ―Land of Legends‖; and the 

Huron Island lighthouse. 

Focus Group Meeting, November 6, 2008 

Sport fishing was highlighted and discussed as an opportunity by both Baraga and L‘Anse Village economic development 

representatives and the Tribe.  MDNR has increased trout plants in order to promote the area as a fishing destination, including ice 

fishing.  It was felt that marketing is needed to clarify an image of the area as a fishing destination and to promote charter boat fishing.  

One obstacle is the high levels of mercury in the fatty lake trout which renders the oils unsafe.  Lean lake trout are safe for 

consumption, but decreasing in population.  The Tribe is working with Michigan Sea Grant and MSU Extension to find ways to deal 

with the contaminants in the fatty tissues of the fish, either by reducing the contaminants or separating them from the oils.  

The MDNR mentioned that while hunting and fishing are declining in participants, wildlife and birdwatching is an opportunity for 

growth, and that the area should be marketed during migrations.  An option is to develop an auto touring route based upon 

birdwatching, fishing, hunting, waterfalls, etc.  These routes can become part of area trail systems and scenic routes, and marketed via 

distribution of a detailed map. Grant opportunities are available for the creation and marketing of these specialized routes and could be 

promoted in the L‘Anse/Baraga/Covington triangle. The school has applied for a grant to create trails and bird watching experiences, 

signage, etc.  It would be a 3 mile nature trail for seniors and others within the school boundaries.  They would like to explore how to 

tie into a larger trail system.  The trail features interesting terrain variations and handicapped accessible areas.  They are awaiting grant 

approval for the project. 

MDNR representatives mentioned that with the new ORV regulations, states are asking local municipalities to work with counties to 

suggest roads that should be accessible to ORV networks.  The snowmobile industry is saturated, but the ORV industry operates 7-8 
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months of the year up here, and there are many opportunities in this area for touring ORV routes.  Right now there is just a closed 

system in the Baraga Plains and the Agate Falls/Bergland-to-Sidnaw rail trail.  More trails are needed here.  Options include 

development of trails on state lands and working to get easements adjacent to state property.  Another option is to add trails during 

highway reconstruction projects.  The Tribe also mentioned difficulty in getting easements from private landowners.  However it was 

suggested that the Baraga County Convention and Visitors Bureau can work out liability insurance for landowners as an incentive to 

participate.  

Increased opportunity for silent sports such as kayaking, snowshoeing, mountain biking, and cross country skiing should be pursued. 

Interpretive and wayfinding signage is needed to support all area recreational opportunities. 

Scenic/Recreational Summary 

Township Residents are benefitted by an abundance of recreational opportunities.  But ongoing planning and regional collaboration is 

needed to realize the most benefit from recreation expenditures by becoming a recreation destination.  Because residents of the entire 

area enjoy recreational opportunity, collaborative efforts are appropriate and would ensure the most efficient use of fiscal resources.  

This is also the only way that the area can hope to become a recreation destination – by collaborating and collectively marketing 

activities and facilities. 

Funding must be allocated in a manner that most closely meets the changing needs of the population base while addressing visitor 

opportunity.  The scenic resources associated with the L‘Anse area help to ensure visitor interest.  Carefully targeted expenditures on 

facilities and promotional activities will improve sustained interest and maximum utilization of facilities.  The Township can best 

utilize limited resources by creating recreation goals that complement economic and community development goals, and carefully 

choosing strategies to increase facility utilization and decrease ongoing costs.   

The waterfront is recognized and valued as one of Township‘s greatest assets for both residents and visitors. Because of the economic 

development benefits relating to the waterfront and the important ties to Downtown L‘Anse, this area merits priority attention and 

future enhanced investment.  Residents noted there was a need for greater utilization of the lakeshore and beaches.   

The creation of a recreational trail network was of high priority interest for tourism development and enhanced quality of life for 

residents.  Of highest priority is trail development along the lakeshore, with the first phase consisting of a Baraga to L‘Anse link.  

Other opportunities include Falls River hiking and Linden Creek nature/riparian buffer trails.  There is also evidence of a need for 

recreational trails in the vacant lands surrounding the neighborhoods in northeastern L‘Anse Village, as informal trails crisscross the 

landscape.  The line of bluffs paralleling the lakeshore in the northwestern corner of the Village would provide outstanding scenic and 

interpretive recreation opportunities.  There is an opportunity to create interpretive gardens which would provide recreational 

opportunities but also help stabilize the slopes along Linden Creek in the east central portion of the Village.  The Falls River and areas 
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around the Evergreen cemetery provide opportunities for fishing and trail activities in the core and southern portion of the Village 

where facilities are currently lacking for the neighborhoods divided from the rest of the Village by US-41. 

It was noted that interpretive and wayfinding signs and maps are needed to enhance all recreational opportunities.  The community 

was interested in exploring the expansion of fishing activity (perhaps sport fishing).  There is a need to support youth recreation and 

transportation programs to help single parents.  The community of Zeba needs to develop infrastructure on the parcel of land that 

allows access to Keweenaw Bay.  This can become a community gathering area with the support of some community visioning 

exercises. 

Opportunities include preserving or enhancing: 

 Waterfront views and views from the bluffs 

 Public access to the water 

Opportunities for additional facilities on the waterfront include: 

 Enlarged Waterfront Park and Marina with necessary parking facilities.  Shower and toilet facilities at the marina. 

 Farmer‘s Market 

 Recreational trail network 

 Kayak lockers/water trail stop 

 Public fishing piers 

Opportunities for additional collaborative trail networks include: 

 Cross-country ski trails 

 Scenic, interpretive, or fitness-oriented hiking trails along the rivers 

 Snowmobile trails 

 Designated ORV trail network 

 Scenic trails/boardwalk along the bluffs 

 Wildlife & Birdwatching nature trails 

 Mountain Biking Trails 

 Auto touring route linked to trail systems and area features 

Miscellaneous Recreational Opportunities include: 

 Outdoor ice rink and sledding hill (possibly in the former football field location by the L‘Anse Recreation building)  

 Roller skating facility (or skate park or roller blade trails) 
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 Splash park (in lieu of a pool) 

 

It was noted that interpretive and wayfinding signs and maps are needed to enhance all area recreational opportunities.  For example, 

there is a need to develop a summer non-motorized recreation map to include hiking trails, kayak put-ins, mountain bike trails, and 

scenic areas.  Of further benefit is a winter non-motorized recreation map to include cross-country ski trails and snowshoe trails.  An 

off-road vehicle trail map is also needed. 
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Housing 

Figure 3-4 (Total Housing Units by Year Built) illustrates that most housing 

in the Township of L‘Anse was built prior to 1939.  These structures are most 

likely a result of the rebuilding efforts after the fire.  There was also a 

building boom after WWII and in the 1970‘s.  This creates an opportunity for 

home retrofits to improve energy efficiency in whole neighborhoods. 

Fifty-four percent of residents moved into their units in 1990 or later. Sixteen 

percent moved in the 1980‘s, 16 percent in the 70‘s, and 14 percent in 1969 

or earlier.   

L‘Anse Township has the most housing units of any municipality in Baraga 

County (49 percent, or 1,638 units of 3,353).  The 2000 U.S. Census count 

for total housing units in the Township of L‘Anse is 1,939 units, which is an 

increase of 43 units since 1990.  L‘Anse Township had a higher percentage of 

occuped units than the County or Congressional District in 2000.  Occupancy 

rates have increased in the Township.  About 84 percent (1,610 units) of total 

housing units were occupied in the Township of L‘Anse in 2000, compared to 

about 79 percent (1,497 units) in 1990.  Occupancy rates for other areas were 

as follows; State of Michigan 89 percent; Congressional District 1 (106
th
 

Congress) 71 percent; and Baraga County 77 percent.   

Of the occupied housing units in the Township of L‘Anse in 2000, 77 percent 

were owner occupied, and 23 percent were renter occupied.  This is a higher 

occupancy rate than the State of Michigan (74 percent), but a lower 

occupancy rate than Baraga County (78 percent) and the Congressional 

District (79 percent).   

The rental occupancy rate in L‘Anse Township is 23 percent, which is the 

same as Michigan but higher than the County (20 percent) and Congressional 

District (18 percent).    

Most owner-occupied units are 2-person  households (40 percent, or 491).  Twenty-four percent (300) are 1-person households, 15 

percent (190) are 3-person households, about 13 percent (157) are 4-person households,  5 percent (67) are 5-person households, and 

Figure 3-4: Total Housing Units by Year 

Built, Year Structure was moved into 
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the remainder (26) have 6-or-

more-people per household.  Most 

renter-occupied households are 1-

person households (48 percent or 

372).  About 23 percent (84) are 

2-person, and 15 percent (54) in 

3-person.  The remaining 4-

person, 5-person, 6-person 

households are 31, 13, and 10 

units respectivly.  

The number of vacant units 

declined by 91 units between 

1990 to 2000. (Vacancies applied 

to 399 units in 1990 and only 308 

units in 2000).  However, of the 

vacent housing, 177 units or 9 

percent are 

seasonal/recreational/occasional 

use.  

The median value of owner-

occupied homes in 2000 was $66,800 in L‘Anse Township.  This is only 58 percent of the state median.  Median home values for 

Baraga County municipalities range from a low of $47,000 in Covington to a high of $85,000 in Arvon Township.  The median home 

value in the Village of L‘Anse is $61,000.  Overall County median is $67,100.  Fifty  (50) percent of homes in 2000 were valued 

between $50,000 and $99,999, with almost 30 percent less than $50,000.  Almost 12 percent of  homes in 2000 were valued between 

$100,000 and $149,999.  Only the remaining 3 percent of homes were valued greater than $200,000.   

The median selected owner costs for those with mortgages in 2000 in L‘Anse Township was $612, compared to $437 in 1990 (figured 

in 2000 dollars).  This represents a $175 increase in selected owner costs over 10 years, but still only represents 64 percent of the State 

median.  In Baraga County, only the Village of L‘Anse and Covington Township were lower.  Selected owner costs for those without 

mortgages in 2000 was $272, which represents 88 percent of the State median. 

Baraga County 3,353 67,100 620 252 256 339 0.6

Michigan 3,785,661 115,600 972 288 468 546 1.8

COUNTY SUBDIVISION % of State 58.0% 63.8% 87.5% 54.7% 62.1%

Arvon Township 205 85,000 643 229 225 325 0

Baraga Township 1,162 68,100 637 237 207 292 1.4

Covington Township 247 47,000 593 206 342 392 0

L'Anse Township 1,638 66,800 612 272 291 367 0

Spurr Township 101 82,500 614 219 225 350 0

PLACE

Baraga Village 542 63,500 676 249 204 281 1.6

L'Anse Village 901 61,000 588 278 300 361 0

Geographic area
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housing

units

Specified owners Specified renters

Median
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Figure 3-5: Baraga County Housing Financial Study 
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Median contract rent in L‘Anse Township was $291 compared to $300 in the Village.  Only Covington Township was higher.  This 

represents 55 percent of the State median.  Median gross rent is $367, which is 62 percent of the State median (but more than the 

County median).  This is an increase from $258 in 1999.    Approximately fourty-six (46) percent of specified renter-occupied housing 

units paid gross rent between $300 and $499 in 2000.  Another 16 percent paid between $200 and $299.  Ten percent paid less than 

$200 per month, and only about 5 percent paid over $750 per month.   

Most homes were heated with gas (1,018); 319 were heated with bottled, tank or LP gas; 134 with wood;  121 with fuel oil or 

kerosene; while only 30 were heated with electricity.  

Most of the housing in the Township of L‘Anse is located west of the Highway 41 corridor adjacent to the Village boundaries.  

However, housing is also scattered throughout the township.  The majority of the housing area is located very close to schools, 

shopping and parks.  The neighborhood would benefit from the addition of small parks and gathering areas for young children and 

senior citizens. 

Commercial/Industrial Resources 

Commercial Infrastructure 

The Township of L‘Anse consists mostly of forestland; however, the commercial development has occurred along the Highway 41 

corridor.      

In the Township currently, commercial businesses include, but are not limited to, restaurants; convenience stores; gas stations; 

personal services (hair care); car rentals; plumbing/heating and repair services; business, insurance, and financial services (accounting, 

credit unions, insurance agencies, catering); health and community services; real estate services; and retail. 

Industrial Infrastructure 

Industrial infrastructure and development is currently contained mostly adjacent to the Village of L‘Anse industrial park.   
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Figure 3-6: L’Anse Streetscape opportunities Recommendations for Commercial and Industrial 
Infrastructure 

1. Aesthetic Enhancement is needed to help define 

the commercial district and create a more pleasing 

highway corridor.  The map at right illustrates some 

basic strategies for improvements along US-41.  

The Township portion involves billboard control 

regulations and native landscaping to buffer more 

intense uses. 

2. Landscaping Incentives and Site Plan Review 

Standards are needed to encourage property 

owners in the commercial/industrial area to buffer 

large or unornamented structures and reduce the 

impact of paved surfaces with foundation plantings 

and landscaped islands or buffer strips.  Raised 

berms can be created as buffers between the large 

industrial structures such as the hangar buildings 

and the other commercial buildings.  These berms 

should require a minimum of 50 percent opacity of 

plantings and include some evergreen plants to 

brighten the winter landscape.  These landscaped 

buffers will also provide increased protection for 

pedestrians from wind during winter months.  New 

parking areas should implement appropriate 

landscaping requirements in relation to the number 

of parking spaces provided, avoiding large expanses 

of impermeable concrete.  

3. Shared Parking and Access Connections—

Surface parking can be reduced by utilizing shared 

parking standards for adjacent compatible uses.  

Adjacent parking lots should be connected when 

possible to facilitate easy access without returning 

to the highway corridor. 
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4. Home Occupations—support home occupations within residential areas provided conditional standards regarding traffic, 

noise, signage, and visual impact are met. 

5. Impact Mitigation—ensure through Site Plan Review Standards and Impact Studies that future industrial or large commercial 

development does not negatively impact the environment or overburden existing infrastructure or public services.  Require 

appropriate buffers from adjacent land uses, whether through appropriate landscaping or newly created park, trail, or open 

space. 

6. Siting and Location Standards—whenever possible, maximize existing infrastructure by encouraging new industrial 

development to locate within the existing industrial park or area adjacent to the existing rail line.  If not possible, require new 

industrial development to provide the necessary new infrastructure to ensure adequate provision of sewage disposal, 

stormwater management, potable water, and other critical public health and welfare concerns including the appropriate buffers.  

Limit land division and access along major roads to prevent industrial strip development.  Utilize frontage or other alternate 

access roads when possible.  
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Transportation  

Roadway Network 

The principle transportation mode in the Township today is vehicular transportation served by the roadway network.  Roads serve two 

basic purposes, the movement of traffic and provision of access to adjoining property.  Each of the roads within the Township has a 

specific traffic capacity, design standard, and design use.  By defining the function of roads and their service to the community, the 

appropriate land uses can be encouraged adjacent to these roads.  The design of a road depends principally on its functional 

classification and the traffic volume it is expected to accommodate at some future time.  Different design elements of roads include the 

number of lanes, width and surfacing of shoulders, width of structures, type of surface, and design speed.  It is important to employ 

access management principles to preserve proper road function and the value of public investment along major roads.  The road 

network in L‘Anse Township is described in detail below.  (See map on next page). 

Federal Highway System 

The only Federal Highway in the Township is U.S. 41, which traverses northeasterly through L‘Anse Township. The Michigan 

Department of Transportation facilitates the maintenance and construction by way of Capital Preventative Maintenance funds or 

Restoration Rehabilitation funds. 

Township Roadway System 

The Township designates roadways as major or local in accordance with the State of Michigan Act 51 of 1951. The designation of 

major is utilized for roadways which provide circulation throughout the city and connect to neighboring arterials. (See map on next 

page)  

Township Rural Major Collector streets (see detailed map next page) include Aura Road, Herman Road, Skanee Road, Pequaming 

Road, Second Sand Beach Road, and Townline Road. 

All other streets in the Township are designated as local. Within the Township, local roads serve as access and minor collector 

roadways. An extensive local road network is developed within the urban area of the Township.  Township road funding for road 

maintenance is provided by the ACT 51 Michigan Transportation Fund. The maintenance activities are provided by the Baraga 

County Road Commission. 
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Figure 3-7: L’Anse Area Roadway Map 
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Figure 3-8: Roadway Functional Class System 
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National Functional Classification  

Roadways classified as principal arterial accommodate major traffic movement over long local or regional distances.  The L‘Anse 

Township has one roadway, U.S. Highway 41, classified as principal arterials 

Roadways classified as urban minor arterials interconnect and provide access to principal arterials, accommodating more modest trip 

lengths and placing a higher emphasis upon access to land uses.   

Local Roads emphasize access to abutting properties and the collection of traffic for distribution to collector and arterial corridors. 

This classification applies to the remainder of roadways within the village. 

Current Road Conditions – PASER Rating System 

The first step in the resource allocation process is to assess current infrastructure conditions.  The Baraga County Road Commission 

unitizes Pavement Surface Evaluation and Rating (PASER) inventory and asset management system for assessing the condition of 

National Functional System major streets. A Rural Task Force reviews project submittals.  Most roads were evaluated in 2006 (see 

map next page). 

PASER is a visual survey method developed by the University of Wisconsin Transportation Information Center to evaluate road 

conditions.  Ten separate ratings are used to evaluate the surface distress of the pavement based on pavement material and types of 

deterioration present.  The ratings are then grouped into three categories based on the type of work required, including Routine 

Maintenance, Capital Preventive Maintenance, and Structural Improvement. 

Routine Maintenance includes regularly scheduled preventative treatments such as street sweeping, drainage clearing, gravel shoulder 

grading, and sealing of tight cracks.  PASER ratings 8-10 are included in this category which includes newly constructed or recently 

improved roads requiring little or no maintenance. 

Capital Preventive Maintenance consists of planned treatments applied to existing roadways to retard further deterioration, maintain or 

improve function, and correct distress.  PASER ratings 5-7 are included in this category which contains roads with good structural 

support with surface deterioration, such as cracks over ¼ inch.   
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Figure 3-9: PASER Ratings, Baraga County 

Roads rated as needing Structural Improvement include those 

in need of repair to improve the structural integrity of the 

pavement.  PASER ratings 1-4 are included in this category.  

Typical problems include rutting greater than ½ inch deep, 

cracking in the wheel path, severe block cracking, alligator 

cracking, and cracks with severe erosion.  These roads may 

need major rehabilitation or reconstruction.    

The County currently does not have PASER ratings for L‘Anse 

Township. 

Public Transit 

The Baragaland Senior Center presently operates a bus run on 

Tuesdays and Thursday. The bus will pick up passengers at 

their homes with a destination point at the senior center and 

return runs are also provided. Destination trips to Houghton 

and Marquette are provided monthly, and are only provided if 

enough passengers are registered for the trip.  

Indian Trails operates a commercial bus route and services 

passengers with connections to Iron Wood, Michigan; Green 

Bay, Wisconsin; Chicago, Illinois; Saint Ignace, Michigan; and 

the majority of the Lower Peninsula of Michigan. 

Aviation 

L‘Anse Township currently does not have a commercial airport 

servicing the Township.  The nearest commercial airport to the 

Township is Houghton County Memorial Airport.  The 

Township also has a privately owned airport, Baraga Airport. 
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Houghton County Memorial Airport 

The Houghton County Memorial Airport is located in Hancock, Michigan approximately 42 miles northwest of the Township via U.S. 

Highway 41.  The Airport is owned and operated by Houghton County. The Airport consists of two landing runways, a terminal 

building, and hangers for general aviation. The Airport is serviced by the commercial airlines Mesaba with daily flights to 

Minneapolis Saint Paul. The Airport also is serviced with seasonal flights by Royale Air Service with flights by reservation to Isle 

Royal National Park.  The Airport is accessed by way of State Highway US 41.  Parking is located adjacent to the general aviation 

airport terminal.  

Baraga Airport 

Baraga airport is a privately owned airport open to the public. The airport has one grass runways and tie downs are available. The 

airport is open seasonally. The airport is located at 4772 Cemetery Road (M-38) Baraga, Michigan. 

Railroad Service 

The Canadian National Railway operates a freight line which travels North/South through the Township parallel to the U.S. 41 

corridor.  Spur railway lines service the industrial park and the CertainTeed plant. 

Harbor 

The Township currently does not have its own harbor.  However, The CertainTeed plant in L‘Anse has access to the commercial 

navigation in Keweenaw Bay.  The L‘Anse Village Marina serves as a point of refuge for recreational water craft on Keweenaw Bay.  

There is also a new dock going in for the L‘Anse Warden Electric plant, however at the time of this plan, other uses of this dock are 

not clear. 

Non-Motorized Transportation  

Although vehicles are the primary transportation in the Township, according to the 2000 U.S. Census, about 6% of people in the 

Township used other means of transportation.  The primary non-motorized transportation modes people use are bicycling and walking.   

Before planning for bicyclists and pedestrians, it is important to define them.  A pedestrian according to the American Association of 

State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO), a pedestrian is defined as ―a person afoot or in a wheelchair‖.  A bicycle is 

defined in Section 257.4 of the Michigan State Vehicle Code, Act 300 of 1949, as ―a device propelled by human power upon which a 

person may ride, having either 2 or 3 wheels in a tandem or tricycle arrangement, all of which are over 14 inches in diameter.‖  
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Michigan State Statue also allows bicycles on all Michigan highways and roads except limited access freeways or unless otherwise 

posted. 

There are many different types of pedestrians and bicyclist.  Pedestrians are the easiest group to accommodate, although there are 

many different ages and abilities of pedestrians.  Most pedestrians can be accommodated sufficiently by providing sidewalks or paths 

along most roadways.  However, they travel at a much slower speed than a bicycle, therefore accommodations should be made closer 

together (ideally one-quarter mile spacing).  

How and where people bicycle is affected by their ability.  Bicyclists can be classified into three broad categories, however, it is 

important to recognize that some casual or novice riders will eventually become experienced cyclists if an encouraging bicycle system 

is developed.   The three broad categories of bicyclists are described below: 

 Advanced or experienced adults who are capable of operating under most traffic conditions. 

 Casual or novice adults and teenagers who are less confident in their ability to operate in traffic on collector and arterial 

streets without provisions for bicyclists. 

 Children who because they are not mature mentally or physically are not capable of bicycling safely without adult 

supervision.   

o A subgroup of the child bicyclists category are preteen riders whose bicycle use is initially monitored by adults, but 

who are eventually allowed to ride unsupervised on the road system. The majority of their riding will occur on local 

residential streets with low vehicle speeds and volumes, but they do require access to key destinations such as schools, 

recreation facilities and neighborhood shopping areas. Most preteens (if they have been given proper bicycle education) 

will behave more like casual adult cyclists and thus are considered a subgroup.  

o Another subgroup of bicyclists is teenagers who have taken driver‘s education. For many, driver‘s education is where 

they are first formally introduced to the concepts of vehicular traffic. This information is critical to safe bicycle 

operation and should be provided at a much earlier age.  

Because of the positive effects that walking and bicycling have on recreation, fitness, transportation and the environment they are vital 

to a community.  

The differences in the needs and desires of pedestrians and bicyclists require a variety of facility types to accommodate them safely 

and enjoyably.  Currently most of the roads in the Township are rural roads, therefore they are suitable for pedestrians and bicyclists.  

However, it is important to plan for pedestrian and bicyclists before the Township develops.  
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Pedestrian Infrastructure 

Whether building new infrastructure or renovating existing places, it 

should always be assumed that people will walk, and plans should be 

made to accommodate pedestrians.  There are many reasons people 

walk; to go to the local businesses, to take their children to the local 

park, to visit neighbors, for exercise, and to spend time with family.   

However, people will not walk unless they feel safe.  Cracked and 

broken sidewalks are dangerous or uncomfortable for senior citizens, 

people pushing children in strollers, skateboarders, vision challenged 

people, and even bicyclists.  They may be impossible for the 

handicapped to navigate.  If suitable sidewalks aren‘t provided, 

people will improvise and use roadways or create informal paths.  If 

people aren‘t walking it is probably because they are prevented from 

doing so.  Either the infrastructure is insufficient or has serious gaps.  

Are there continuous safe walkways?  Are there physical barriers 

such as rivers, drainage ways, walls, or highways that prevent 

convenient pedestrian mobility in a community?  Do bridges for 

automobiles also provide a safe walking area for pedestrians, 

especially in the winter?  Does the lack of curb ramps or the existence 

of steep grades or steps prevent access for the elderly or people with 

disabilities?  Elements to consider in sidewalk design include grade, 

cross-slope, width, passing space, vertical clearance, grates and gaps, 

obstacles and protruding objects, and surface conditions.   

Crosswalks are also a critical part of the pedestrian network.  It is that 

part of the roadway designated for the use of pedestrians in crossing 

the street.  Crosswalks may be either marked or unmarked, but are 

most effective when motorists can identify them easily.  Pedestrians, 

especially those with vision constraints, benefit from clearly marked 

crosswalks.   

Thomas Rock:  A universally accessible trail in Powell Township, 

Marquette County 
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Creating walkable communities can be difficult in areas that are oriented to 

the automobile.  Brimley is fortunate to be a relatively compact community 

that could support a pedestrian network joining important community 

destinations.  As the population of the Township ages, and the Township 

seeks to attract new residents and businesses, it is important to consider 

improvements to the pedestrian system.  The Township should pursue 

funding for a Non-Motorized Transportation Plan that would identify specific 

projects and phases in a systems approach.  For example, the community 

desires to create a multi-use path from the Village limit north along the shore.   

Multi-Use Paths 

Integrated trail systems accommodate a range of users including walkers, 

joggers, hikers, bicyclists, and inline skaters.  Regional trail systems may also 

accommodate mountain bikes, equestrian, cross-country skiing, dog sledding, 

skijoring, and off-leash dog trails.  It is also important to think of the needs of 

the aging population in regional trail systems.  The photos on the pervious 

page show a portion of a universally accessible trail to a mountain overlook 

in Powell Township, Marquette County.  There are no stairs on this trail, and 

although there are up to 10 percent slopes, frequent level landing areas are provided so that wheelchairs can be accommodated.  The 

Township should refer to the Architectural Barriers and Transportation Board‘s accessibility guidelines for outdoor developed areas 

for trails such as this.  Superior Township should collaborate on regional trail projects and be prepared to provide valuable links and 

unique amenities in the overall system.  A well-designed trail can become a destination in itself, especially if it features scenic views, 

natural areas, and other natural amenities.   

Asphalt/bituminous surfaces can be used in most climates.  Crushed compacted aggregate surfacing is also acceptable for less traveled 

trails or those in a natural setting.  Concrete is not as well suited in climates with freeze/thaw cycles.  Typical widths are 8 to 10 feet .  

Trail gradients should average less than 5 percent to be considered an accessible trail, with 3 percent preferred.  Eight to 10 percent 

gradients are acceptable for moderate distances.  Grades in excess of 10 percent should be avoided.  Overhead clearance should be a 

minimum of 10 feet.  A shoulder area of grass or compacted gravel should be a minimum of 2 feet on each side.  Attention must be 

paid to safe roadway crossings, general public safety, and accommodation of maintenance vehicles.  Trail amenities include benches, 

signage, picnic areas, drinking fountains, and emergency shelters.  Trail lighting should be provided at intersections, but lighting of the 

entire trail may increase night utilization, especially for cross-country skiing.  Nature trails should be kept simple and intimate in 

context with the setting.  The difficulty may vary according to terrain. 

Example of winter use of a multi-use trail in Anchorage, 

Alaska. 
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Bicycle Infrastructure 

Bicycles are permitted on all Michigan highways and roads except limited access freeways or unless otherwise posted.  This includes 

roadways in State Forests, State Parks, National Forests, and National Parks.  Mountain bicycles are suited for many of the State and 

National Forest trails; however, portions of the North Country National Scenic Trail and Hiawatha National Forest prohibit bicycles.  

Bicycles are also prohibited in congressionally designated wilderness areas.   

On-street bikeways bring enormous benefits to both the cycling and non-cycling public.  Bikeways create opportunities to incorporate 

exercise.  They use public dollars efficiently by reducing road maintenance costs and increasing the carrying capacity of the 

transportation system.  They improve safety for all users; bicyclists feel they have a safe space on the road and tend to be more law-

abiding, and motorists are placed at greater ease knowing where bicyclists are apt to be and have greater awareness of the right for 

bicyclists to use the road.  Bicycle lanes are typically provided on collector and arterial streets.  They can be implemented by 

narrowing existing travel lanes, removing a travel lane, removing parking, and widening a roadway or paving a shoulder.  These 

varying needs must be weighed carefully. 

The most efficient way to incorporate bikeways is to include them as part of road reconstruction projects, or as a restriping of the 

roadway with bicycle lanes during routine resurfacing.  Design of bikeways must consider: 

 Sight lines and topography 

 Lane widths for all travel modes 

 Intersection design 

 Signing, markings, and striping 

 Design of drainage inlet grates 

 Pavement conditions 

 Specific design for pinch points, driveways, railroad crossings, and other challenging areas 

 Integration with off-street shared-use trails/paths 

 

If bicycle lanes are deemed unfeasible, alternative improvements may be substituted, such as providing a bicycle lane in only one 

direction (such as on an uphill direction on a steep slope), using shared lane markings, or directing cyclists to an alternative bikeway.  

An extra-wide curb lane can give extra room for bicycle operation if there is not enough room for a bicycle lane.  When roadways are 

not available, multi-use paths can provide connections.   
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The MDOT Superior Region created a Non-Motorized Transportation Plan and Investment Strategy report in 2009 that can be 

accessed through the Eastern U.P. Regional Planning & Development Region.  In summary, the Township would benefit from 

implementing alternate modes of transportation planning into road improvement projects, especially along key movement corridors. 

For more information see the Michigan Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Action Plan, published in April of 2006 by the Governor‘s 

Traffic Safety Advisory Commission. 

Future Transportation Infrastructure Considerations 

Complete Streets 

The Township embraces Complete Streets principles and will implement them in street projects when possible.  Streets serve many 

functions, including: 

 Connecting various parts of the community 

 Providing surface transportation (accommodating all modes of transportation including pedestrians, bicyclists, transit, 

motor vehicles, emergency services, etc.) 

 Accommodating public access to destinations 

 Providing space for utilities and other public infrastructure hidden underground 

 Helping to define a place and create a sense of place.  For example, streets provide a place for people to interact as venue 

for parties, parades and other community events.   

 

Due to the varied functions of streets, the National Complete Streets Coalition has defined a Complete Street as a street designed and 

operated so they work for all users; pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists and transit riders of all ages and abilities.  Communities that 

adopt Complete Streets policies are asking transportation planners and engineers to consistently design and alter the right-of-way with 

all users in mind.  Designing and building Complete Streets fosters livable communities and provides many benefits to the community 

such as: 
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 Providing children with opportunities to reach 

nearby destinations in a safe and efficient 

environment 

 Encouraging healthy and active lifestyles 

through wide, functional, and attractive 

sidewalks and well-defined bicycle routes 

consistent with the context of the community  

 Allowing everyone, especially people with 

disabilities and the elderly, to reach 

destinations and travel around the community 

 Reducing pedestrian risk by as much as 28 

percent by implementing Complete Streets 

design elements such as raised medians, 

sidewalks, and other traffic-calming measures 

(according to the National Complete Streets 

Coalition) 

 Promoting a cleaner environment.  The 

Complete Streets approach encourages people 

to walk or bicycle to their destinations around 

the community, which may help reduce 

vehicle trips.  Many Complete Street designs 

also include increased green space along the 

roadway which also helps the environment 

  

Street that illustrates Complete Streets principles 
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Transportation Recommendations: 

 

1. Pedestrian and Bicycle Accommodations: 

The Michigan Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Action Plan was published in April of 2006 by the Governor‘s Traffic Safety 

Advisory Commission.  L‘Anse Township would benefit from implementing alternate modes of transportation planning into 

road improvement projects. It is suggested that the Township complete a comprehensive bicycle/ pedestrian plan to prioritize 

needs within the community. The plan could be utilized to recommend improvements to the pedestrian and bicycle 

accommodations during road reconstruction projects. The plan could also be utilized to develop pedestrian and bicycle 

transportation network throughout the Township, which is safe and enjoyable.  The plan will also combine education, 

enforcement, and encouragement with engineering to develop this system for the greater good of the Township.  Having a 

comprehensive bicycle and pedestrian plan can make more funding sources available for these types of projects. The public 

informational session recommended enhancing pedestrian systems along Keweenaw Bay. 

 

2. Aesthetic Enhancements: 

Michigan Department of Transportation enhancement grants may be a potential source of funding for improvements for 

streetscape implementation on the major street system.  The Township may want to consider this to help provide a more 

welcoming environment for tourists. 

 

3. Public Transit: 

The community should continue support and promotion of the present bus system provided by Baragaland Senior Center, and 

should continue to survey changing demographic groups to determine present needs. 

4. Streetscape Enhancements 

The Township should consider aesthetic improvements to Skanee Road and Pequaming Road along the bay. Improvements 

could include pedestrian scale lighting, landscape planting, pedestrian amenities, and paved trails.  

 

5. Way Finding Signage System  

During the planning session several requests were made for an additional directional and informational signage within the 

community. The implementation of a community-wide way finding signage and entrance signage is recommended, especially 

from the direction of Houghton. 
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Utilities 

Utilities and community facilities provide the support and foundation for 

community activity and economic growth. Utilities include the storm water 

systems, public water supply, sanitary sewer system, and solid waste 

management system.  The efficient operation of these facilities affects the health, 

safety, and welfare of the residents of L‘Anse Township.  They also affect the 

quality of the natural environment and land use decisions, which in turn impacts 

the economy.  

Storm Water Management Systems 

L‘Anse Township has two primary streams that discharge into Keweenaw Bay, 

Lake Superior, the Falls River and Linden Creek flowing through the area.  

The urban section roadways containing curb and gutter are provided with storm 

sewers for drainage.  A comprehensive map of the storm sewer system within 

the Village is not available.  Numerous individual project records for installation of 

storm sewers are available.  

Baraga requires a soil erosion and sedimentation control permit for construction activities. Soil erosion control measures are required 

to be included in site developments to minimize sediment impacts on the watersheds.  

Land use has an impact on the basic water balance of an area.  Total precipitation is divided into three components, including 

evapotranspiration, infiltration, and runoff.  The quantity of each depends on the amount of precipitation, climate, vegetative cover, 

soils, land slope, amount of impervious area, and the characteristics of precipitation events such as intensity of rainfall.  As land is 

altered from less intensive to more intensive uses, impervious cover increases, and the relative balance of these three variables is 

changed.  The most dramatic effect is that runoff volume increases and infiltration decreases.  The consequence of more runoff 

occurring more frequently is an acceleration of overland and channel erosion, increased pollutant washoff from the land to receiving 

waters, and increased flooding frequency.  Decreased infiltration reduces the amount of groundwater recharge and leads to a loss of 

total water volume to supply streams, wetlands, ponds, and lakes during dry weather.     

The Falls River and other waterways pass through the Township on their way to Lake Superior.  For this reason, it is important to 

manage stormwater to protect water quality.  Land uses that are of particular concern include vehicle salvage yards and recycling 

facilities, vehicle repair and refueling stations, vehicle and equipment cleaning facilities, fleet storage areas, marina service and 

Riparian buffer along a watercourse 
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maintenance facilities, public works storage areas, and certain industrial sites that 

manufacture, store, or transport toxic soluble pollutants. 

Low impact development best management practices may provide an 

environmentally responsible way for the Township to manage stormwater runoff 

with future development.  Stormwater runoff is rainfall or snowmelt that runs off the 

land and is released into rivers and lakes.  In a natural woodland or meadow, most of 

the annual rainfall soaks into the soil, and then much of it is released back into the 

atmosphere through plants.  Water that continues to percolate downward through the 

soil reaches the water table and moves slowly down gradient, ultimately providing 

baseflow for streams and rivers, lakes, and wetlands.  However, impervious surfaces 

(such as roads, buildings, and parking areas) and land compaction associated with 

land development prevent water absorption and create much higher runoff than in 

natural conditions.  As plants are removed, less moisture is released into the 

atmosphere, and there is greater runoff and less groundwater recharge.  These 

changes in the water cycle dramatically affect water resources.  There may be: 

 Increased flooding and property damage 

 Degradation of stream channels and habitat 

 Less groundwater recharge and dry weather flow 

 Impaired water quality 

 Increased water temperature 

 Decreased water recreational opportunities 

 

Impervious surfaces cause pollutants such as hydrocarbons and trace metals from 

vehicles, chlorides from road salt, and nutrients from fertilizer and grass clippings 

left on streets and sidewalks to negatively impact lakes and streams.  Runoff from 

warmed surfaces adversely impacts aquatic life that requires cold water conditions 

(e.g. brook trout). 

Low impact development is a technique that uses a basic principle modeled after 

nature in managing rainfall by using design techniques that infiltrate, filter, store, 

evaporate, and detain runoff close to its source.  This is accomplished not through 

large, costly facilities located at the bottom of drainage areas, but through small, cost-effective landscape features located at the lot 

Above:  Before planting 

Below:  After planting 
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level.  Almost all components of the urban environment have the potential to provide better management of stormwater—this includes 

not only open space, but also rooftops, streetscapes, parking lots, sidewalks, and medians.  These techniques can be incorporated along 

transportation corridors, at time of urban redevelopment, and in new development.  The goal is to filter stormwater runoff with 

vegetation before it moves into water bodies.   

Care must be taken to appropriately design and maintain these systems so that they work in an appropriate manner, and cold climate 

conditions must also be managed so that proper filtration occurs.  In cold climates, the large quantities of sand and salt used to treat 

roadways may limit groundwater recharge techniques such as infiltration, vegetative swales, bioretention facilities, filter strips, aquatic 

buffers, etc.  It should be cautioned that these techniques are not always appropriate if there is any risk that contaminants in runoff will 

not be filtered, and will, instead, penetrate directly to the water table.    Injection well and subsurface fluid distribution systems, in 

particular, require caution and, in most cases, an EPA permit, especially with the presence of soils with poor percolation rates.  

Pretreatment may be necessary with higher risk land uses, and special care must be taken in the wellhead protection zones.  

Stormwater management techniques are designed around two goals:  protecting and restoring natural areas, and designing 

development that minimizes imperviousness and maximizes permeability.  Some techniques include preserving open space, 

daylighting creeks and restoring wetlands, protecting and planting trees, clustering development to maximize unpaved areas, using 

pervious paving materials, minimizing street widths, reducing the area of parking lots, designing recreation areas to hold runoff, and 

directing runoff from pavement and buildings to vegetation-lined channels.  

Above-ground or shallow infiltration systems, such as vegetated swales, rain gardens, filter strips, bio-retention areas, oil/water 

separators, and constructed wetlands, allow more time for contaminates to be filtered through the soil.  Many of these systems, planted 

with salt-resistant vegetation, can serve as snow retention areas in the winter, although salt should be minimized near wetlands.  

Riparian buffers are vegetated areas next to water resources that protect them from nonpoint source pollution and provide bank 

stabilization and aquatic and wildlife habitat.  Design is important, because runoff must be sufficiently slowed to allow sediment and 

pollutants to settle out.  Superior Township should protect and enhance riparian buffers along the Waiska River and other 

watercourses to protect water quality, utilizing hardy native plants when possible.  Good stormwater management techniques should 

be incorporated into the zoning ordinance, including adjustments to parking standards, landscaping standards, and development  

standards.  
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Public Water Supply 

Supply 

The Township receives its potable water supply from Keweenaw Bay, Lake Superior through the Village of L‘Anse water system.  

The Village Water Treatment Plant constructed in 1994 is located on the northwest side of the Village adjacent to Keweenaw Bay and 

draws raw water from the Bay which is treated at water filtration plant and pumped into the Village water system. Potable Water is 

available in the residential, commercial and industrial area of the developed area of L‘Anse Village.  The water in the system is 

chlorinated at the plant prior to entering the distribution system. The water presently is not treated with fluoride. The Village owns and 

operates the water plant. There are two licensed operators who hold state issued F-3 operator licenses. 

Distribution   

Water mains within the system consist of ductile iron pipe and older mains are sand cast iron. Water service lateral lines consist of 

type K copper and galvanized iron pipe. The Village replaces galvanized iron pipe water laterals with copper piping in conjunction 

with roads reconstruction projects. The village also replaces galvanized iron pipe water services with copper piping when home 

owners upgrade their portion of the water services. The soils in the community are predominately clay and in the downtown area 

consist of pit run gravel deposits. One small area of the system approximately 300 feet in length was recently required  replacement  

do to pitting corrosion of the main; however, this appears to have been an isolated incidence. 

There are numerous dead end mains within the existing distribution system. The Village performs routine flushing annually and more 

frequently on all dead end mains.  At this time, the Village does not have a valve exercising program or a water system master plan.  

The distribution crew consists of one licensed operator who holds a state issued S-3 license.  

The operating pressures and fire flows are fair to good with in the distribution system.  There are two 200,000 gallon water storage 

tanks, one concrete tank and one steel tank. The Concrete tank was erected in approximately 1994 and the steel tank was erected in the 

1950s. The water distribution system consists of three areas in the community.  An area is fed by each tank and a small area is 

operated with water booster station.  

Pipe material for new water main extensions and replacements consist of installations of ductile iron pipe water mains with Type K 

copper water service lines.  Permits and design submittal are required from Michigan Department of Environmental Quality for water 

distribution system replacement and expansions. 
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Private Wells 

Areas outside of the Village public water supply distribution area, which includes most of the Township, must be serviced by private 

wells.  The Baraga County Health Department requires a permit to install a well system.  

Sanitary Sewer System 

Collection System 

A compressive waste water collection and treatment system study was completed in 2008. The report evaluates the existing sewer 

system and recommends a proposed priority and plan for improvements to the collection system, plant and lift stations.  Sanitary 

Sewers service the residential, commercial and industrial area of the developed area of L‘Anse Village and portions of the Township 

adjacent to the Village.  A majority of the sewers were televised and recommendations for rehabilitation and replacement of sewers 

are included in the comprehensive plan.  

Treatment Plant 

The L‘Anse Wastewater Treatment Facility was built in 1958, upgraded in 1980 and 2002.  The plant is an activated sludge process 

plant for treatment of non-industrial sanitary wastewater with a design flow of 0.72 mgd.  The plant normally meets its treatment 

parameters but is at risk of exceeding these parameters during high flows such as wet weather or spring melt periods.  The plant 

receives approximately half of its flow from lift station #1 which, when energized, increases incoming plant flow by a factor of 

approximately three.  The Sanitary Sewer plant consists of primary, secondary treatment of wastewater. Process equipment includes a 

fine screen, grit separator, four primary clarifier, four aeration basins, a flocculation tank, two final clarifiers, chlorine disinfection and 

bisulfate de-chlorination. Recommendations for plant improvements and lift station rehabilitation are include in the 2008 

comprehensive plan.  Permits for construction are required from the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality for sewer 

collection system and treatment plant construction and modification projects. 

Septic Systems 

Areas outside of the Village sanitary collection system area, this includes most of the Township, must be serviced by onsite sewage 

disposal systems. Baraga County Health department approvals are required for onsite disposal system including septic absorption 

fields.  
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Utilities Recommendations 

Water Distribution System 

1. A Water System Master Plan and a five year capital improvement plan should be developed for the water system. Elimination 

of dead end mains by looping the existing water main system should be considered were ever possible. The Village should 

implement a water valve exercise schedule, which could be performed concurrent with the water main flushing program.  

Hydrant flow and water system residual pressure records should be maintained for future ISO insurance rating documentation. 

The present water system map for the village should be updated annually with the records from construction projects 

completed. 

2. A Water System Master Plan and a five year capital improvement plan should be developed for the water system 

Storm Sewer 

1. A comprehensive storm sewer map should be compiled from available record drawing and additional field data obtained. The 

Village should consider televising the storm sewers to obtain the size, pipe composition, and physical conditions of the existing 

lines. A preventive maintenance plan and schedule should be developed for the storm water system.  

2. A maintenance budget for the storm sewer system needs to be established.   

3. The Township should continue the routine sewer line cleaning maintenance program. All mains are presently cleaned each 

yearly. 

Sanitary Sewer System 

1. The Township should continue to implement a sewer line cleaning maintenance program. 

2. Recommendations for plant improvements, collection system improvements and lift station rehabilitation are include in the 

2008 comprehensive plan and should be utilize for future planning of system upgrades.  

3. The present treatment operations are operating at 70 percent of capacity.  Future development expansion of large acreage 

industrial, commercial or residential property will need to be evaluated for impacts on the treatment process.  The Township is 

presently performing and evaluation of the plant and system for potential industrial expansion. 

4. The Township should implement a water valve exercise and continue the existing hydrant flushing program.  All dead end 

water mains are presently flushed.  The frequency of flushing varies based on the number of homes being service on a dead 

end main and volume of water turn over that occurs.   Hydrant flow and water system residual pressure should be recorded 

during flushing operation. The data collected can be utilized for calculations of ISO insurance rating documentation.  The data 

also is valuable in determining residual water pressure deficiencies for firefighting capabilities. 
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Sanitary Sewer Collection System 

1. The Township should work with the Village to annually update the sanitary system comprehensive map with the records from 

construction projects completed. 

Public Services Resources 

Public Safety 

Police Protection 

Service is provided to all areas of the Township by the Sheriff‘s Department and Michigan State Police.  The Keweenaw Bay Indian 

Community Tribal Police also patrol areas of the township included in the reservation.  No additional staff or capital expenditures are 

anticipated at this time. 

Fire Protection 

The Township is served by the Village of L‘Anse Fire Department is comprised of 21 

volunteer fire fighters, many of which also serve key roles in Baraga County‘s Emergency 

Management and response.  Volunteers in the department serve as public information 

officers, emergency medical technicians, fire service, and EMS trainers Keweenaw Bay 

Indian Community, and Baraga County.  The fire department not only responds to structural 

fires, but also grass and forest fires, automobile accidents requiring the ―Jaws of Life‖, 

rescue, and acts of terrorism.   

To assist in the mission of protecting the Village and the surrounding area, the department 

has many pieces of equipment.  According to the fire department webpage; this equipment 

includes one brush truck, one rescue unit, one 3,000 gallon capacity tanker pumper truck, one 1,000 gallon capacity pumper truck, and 

an Argo eight-wheeled tracked amphibious rescue vehicle.   

The northern portion of the Township is also served by the 12 member Aura Volunteer Fire Department. 

Source:  www.lansefire.com 
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Ambulance Services 

Ambulance Service is provided to the area by the Bay Ambulance located in Baraga, MI and the Covington Township ambulance 

provides service to the southern portion of the Township.  Both agencies provide on-road and off-road rescue services. 

Educational Services 

The L‘Anse Area School District started in 1858 in a small schoolhouse with one teacher and a few students.  Today the school district 

provides the C.J. Sullivan Elementary School, L‘Anse Middle School, and L‘Anse High School.  The school district also provides 

many levels of sports including; football (Varsity, Junior Varsity, and Middle School), Boys and Girls basketball (Varsity, Junior 

Varsity, and Middle School), Girls volleyball (Varsity and Junior Varsity), Hockey (Varsity covers grades 9 - 12), Bowling (Varsity 

and Junior Varsity), Track (Varsity and Middle School), Cross-Country (Varsity and Junior Varsity), and Golf (Varsity covers grades 

9 – 12). 

As reported in the Village of L’Anse, Township of L’Anse and L’Anse Area School Recreation Plan 2008 – 2012, the school district 

has plans to construct a new track, practice field, outdoor skate park for skateboards and roller blades, and a new football field. 

Medical Services 

Hospital 

Baraga County Memorial Hospital, which was previously located on North Main in the Village of L‘Anse, has constructed a new 

facility in L‘Anse Township on US-41 just south of the Village.  New sewer and water facilities were constructed to accommodate this 

new facility.  The facility will incorporate physician offices into the structure along with a retail pharmacy for ―one stop‖ medical 

care.   

This facility is a Critical Access Hospital with a long-term care unit.  They are the 2007 recipient of the Governor‘s Award of 

Excellence for improving patient safety and quality of care in the critical access hospital setting. The continuum of care includes 

Baraga County Home Care & Hospice, Baraga County Medical Equipment, Bayside Village Nursing Home, and BCMH Rehab & 

Fitness Center.  Services include cancer, cardiac, emergency, home care, imaging, laboratory, medical rehab, surgical, women‘s and 

children‘s services, telehealth and telemedicine.  There are family practice, specialty, and weekend walk-in clinics.  Specialty clinics 

include allergy, ear/nose/throat, neurology, ob/gyn, oncology, orthopedic, ophthalmology, pain diagnostics, podiatry, surgical, sports 

medicine/EMG, and urology.  Home care offers skilled nursing services, occupational therapy, physical therapy, speech therapy, 

social work, and blood pressure screenings and exercise programs.   
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Care for Aging 

Bayside Village is a nursing facility that is adding new beds.  Bayside Village offers a wide variety of services to on and off-site 

residents including, clinical laboratory services, dental services, dietary services, mental health services and many more.  There is a 

need for more assisted and modified living facilities in the L‘Anse/Baraga area. 

Telecommunication Services 

The phone service is provided to the community by GTE, Baraga Telephone, AT&T, MCI, Sprint, and others.  Cable, DSL, and high-

speed dial-up and broadband internet is available in various locations.  The local newspaper is the L‘Anse Sentinel.  There are two 

radio stations, WCUP and WGLI. 

Solid Waste Disposal & Recycling Services 

Solid waste collection is provided under contract by Waste Management.  Waste Management currently does not offer recycling 

services for Township residents.  However, there is public interest and it is recommended that the option of developing a recycling 

program for the area be explored. 
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Natural Features and the Environment 

Natural resources have always been of vital importance to the political, economic, and social environment of the Upper Peninsula.  

Local, state, and federal governments have shared responsibility for coordinated decisions affecting common resources as the natural 

world does not operate according to political boundaries.
5
  Additionally, our environmental resources are all interconnected as 

components in larger ecosystems.  Action taken to address one component must also consider the interaction with other components.  

Successful environmental management strategies address not only specific features that need protection, but the gaps and 

opportunities for interconnection between these features.  Responsible stewardship of these vital resources today is necessary to ensure 

sustainability for the benefit of future generations.   

Local government is the first line of defense for our environment.  Local zoning ordinances must reflect the obligation under the law 

to make decisions that prevent pollution, impairment, or destruction of the environment.  As conflicting demand for use and 

consumption of our natural resources has increased, so has the need for regulatory intervention.
6
  Local governments have many 

options for environmental protection as there is an important relationship between land use (and implementation tools) and ecological 

functions.  This section presents the current state of environmental resources in L‘Anse Township, and discusses the necessary 

policies and tools to ensure future sustainability of these resources.  It is especially important to put these policies in place during or 

before economic downturns, as resource protection often takes a back seat to jumpstarting a lagging economy.   

Overview 

Baraga County was completely covered by a series of glaciers during the Pleistocene Epoch, with the present topography and soil 

material resulting from glacial deposits of the Wisconsin Glacier which melted 10,000 to 12,000 years ago (the last to recede).  

Isolated hills and knobs dot the landscape in the Village and the surrounding area.  According to the Baraga Conservation District, the 

County has 594,406 acres (930 square miles), with 93 percent forest land and 3 percent farmland. 

The Township of L‘Anse is known for its beautiful Lake Superior shoreline, recreational harbor facilities, pristine wilderness areas, 

waterfalls, lakes and streams. Lake Superior has played a major role in the history of the Township.  The Lake provides water to the 

Township, recreational opportunities, and tourism.     

                                                

 

5 Ardizone, Katherine A. and Wyckoff, Mark A.  Filling the Gaps:  Environmental Protection Options for Local Governments.  2003 
6 Ibid. 
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Environment 

Climate 

Climate is a challenge for food and crop production.  Depending on daily minimum temperatures, the growing season is about 180 

days, with occasional seasons extending slightly longer.  Last freezing temperatures in the spring vary from early May to early June.  

First freezing temperatures in fall occur in mid September to mid October.  

In January, the average maximum temperature is around 26 degrees Fahrenheit and the average minimum is 13 degrees Fahrenheit.  In 

July, the average maximum temperature is around 75 degrees, with the average daily maximum temperature at about 72 degrees.  

Total annual precipitation for the county is 36.93 inches, and the average annual snowfall is about 140 inches.  However, temperatures 

and precipitation are greatly influenced by Lake Superior.   

Soils 

Soil composition analysis is used in land use planning to predict soil behavior for selected land uses and to identify special practices 

needed to ensure compatibility of land use.  Improvements may be needed to overcome soil limitations, depending on the planned use 

of the land.  This information is useful to farmers, foresters, community officials, engineers, developers, and home buyers.  Figure 3-

10 shows areas of the Township that have development limitations due to soil moisture and/or slope. 

The Township of L‘Anse contains the following soil associations: 

1. Munising-Yalmer association 

 This soil association is found on flat land and gentle side slopes and is dissected by drainage ways.  In the County, this 

soil association appears mostly in wooded areas with some small clear cut areas.  This soil poses slight forest 

management concerns in that there are equipment limitations, seedling mortality and plant competition.  The soil 

association is fairly suited for cultivated crops, hay and pasture.  However, it can be seasonally wet and prone to 

erosion.  The soil is not generally well suited for sanitary facilities. 

 

2. Kalkaska-Keweenaw association 

 The soils in this association range from being poorly drained to well-drained and are found in drainage ways and small 

flats.  The soil is well suited for wooded areas, which is where it is found in the County.  Main concerns of this soil 

association are equipment limitations, erosion, seedling mortality, and plant competition. 
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3. Champion-Net association 

 This soil association is moderately well drained and is found in rolling terrain, drainage ways.  Most areas of the 

County where this soil is found are wooded.  It is well suited for woodlands, with the main concerns being equipment 

limitations, and plant competition. 

 

4. Amasa association 

 The Amasa association is well drained, silty soil found on ridges, knolls, and broad flats.  It is well suited for woodland 

areas, however, there are concerns regarding forest management.  These concerns include equipment limitations and 

plant competition. 

 

5. Skanee-Munising-Gay association 

 This soil association is found on flatland and in depressions and drainage ways.  Most areas where this association is 

found in the county are wooded.  This soil association is well suited for woodland areas, with the only concerns being 

equipment limitations, seedling mortality, and plant competition. 

 

6. Carbondale-Greenwood-Witbeck association 

 This association is poorly to very poorly drained and is found in depressions, drainage ways, swamps, and bogs.  It is 

mostly found in wooded areas and is best suited for them.  Forest management concerns include equipment limitations, 

seedling mortality, and plant competition. 
 

7. Rubicon association 

 This soil association is found on broad flats and ridges and is generally well drained.  It was found mostly in woodland 

regions of Baraga County.  Main forest management concerns are equipment limitations, seeding mortality and plant 

competition. 

 

8. Munising-Yalmer-Keweenaw association 

 This soil association is found mostly on steep to very steep slopes of ravines and is moderate to well drained soil.  The 

soil is found and is best suited for woodland areas.  Due to the steep to very steep slopes, erosion is a major forest 

management concern.  Other main concerns include equipment limitation, seedling mortality, plant competition, and 

windthrow hazard. 
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9. Rousseau-Ocqueoc association 

 This association is found on hilly to very steep areas, is a well drained sandy soil.  The soil association is found 

throughout the county in wooded areas as it is best suited for these areas.  Forest management concerns include 

equipment limitations, seedling mortality, plant competition and on steep areas erosion is a major concern. 

 

10. Champion-Michigamme-Rock outcrop association 

 This association is found on knolls, hills, and long side slopes.  In the steeper areas, shallow soils with rock 

outcroppings are prevalent.  The association is generally found in woodland areas and is best suited for these areas.  

Erosion is a major management concern for slopes greater than 15 percent.  Equipment limitations, windthrow hazard 

and plant competition are among the other management concerns. 

11. Abbaye-Zeba association 

 Found in drainage ways and depressions, this sandy soil association located on top of sandstone bedrock.  The Abbaye-

Zeba association is fairly well suited for wooded areas with equipment limitations, seedling mortality and plant 

competition being among the management concerns. 
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Figure 3-10: L’Anse Township Soil 

Limitations 
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Forest Lands 

L‘Anse Township contains and is surrounded by extensive forested areas that contribute to economic opportunity and industry in the 

Township.   

The Baraga Plains management area includes 12,300 acres of contiguous State Forest land on outwash plains.  The forest is nominally 

fragmented by agriculture or urban development and is in a high snowfall zone with no identified deer wintering complexes.  This 

property is adjacent to US Forest Service lands and contains a wildlife refuge, goose fields, and Kirtland Warbler and Black Backed 

Woodpecker.  The major cover is jack pine (61 percent—mostly less than 40 years old), aspen (12 percent), oak (8 percent), and grass 

(7 percent).  Most of the grass is managed primarily for waterfowl. 

The Central Houghton management area is 46,800 acres of scattered State Forest land on dissected moraines.  There is nominal forest 

fragmentation by agriculture, urban development, and early successional habitat.  This is a high snowfall zone with two identified deer 

wintering complexes.  Ownership is mainly corporate with 26 percent in State Forest.  Cover includes upland hardwoods (72 percent), 

aspen (7 percent), and mixed lowland conifers (6 percent).  These hardwood stands have high production rates for high quality 

northern hardwood veneer and sawlogs.   

The Covington/Ned Lake management area includes 29,300 acres of disjunct State Forest land on ground moraines.  There is nominal 

forest fragmentation by agriculture, urban development, and early successional habitat.  This is in a high snowfall zone with several 

identified deer wintering complexes.  Ownership is corporate, private, and state forest (11 percent).  Access is limited in several areas.  

Cover is mostly upland hardwoods (26 percent), mixed lowland conifers (17 percent), lowland brush (11 percent), treed bogs (10 

percent), upland spruce/fir (9 percent), and aspen (9 percent).   

The Huron Mountains management area is 13,700 acres of disjunct State Forest land on till floored-lake plain and bedrock controlled 

ground moraine.  There is a significant lake effect influence and the area is in a high snowfall zone.  There is nominal agricultural or 

urban forest fragmentation.  There is heavy recreational use at Little Presque Isle, Donnelly tract, and the mouth of the Huron River.  

Cover is mostly upland hardwoods (31 percent), aspen (15 percent), hemlocks (13 percent), red pine (8 percent—mostly over 100 

years old), mixed lowland conifers (7 percent—most over 90 years old), and lowland brush (6 percent).  Most of the aspen will be left 

unmanaged (being old and inaccessible) and the pines and lowland conifers are to be managed for old forest conditions.  

The Menge Creek management area is 8,700 acres of scattered State Forest land on dissected moraine. There is nominal fragmentation 

by agriculture, urban development, and early successional habitat.  This is a high snowfall zone with several identified deer wintering 

complexes.  Ownership is private, State forest, and corporate.  Cover is aspen (34 percent), upland hardwood (31 percent), and paper 

birch (15 percent).   
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The Peshekee Highlands management area is 22,200 acres of very scattered State forest land on bedrock controlled ground moraine.  

There is essentially no forest fragmentation by agriculture or urban development.  The dominant ownership structure is corporate (52 

percent).  This is in a high snowfall zone with no identified deer wintering complexes.  It is relatively inaccessible and extreme terrain 

that is good moose habitat.  Cover includes upland hardwoods (39 percent), mixed lowland conifers (13 percent), upland spruce/fir (12 

percent), aspen (8 percent), paper birch (6 percent), and lowland brush (6 percent).  Nearly 1,200 acres of upland spruce/fir have 

limitations to management relating to habitat values or physical limitations such as wetness, steep slopes, water quality limitations, 

etc.  Other areas are limited by being in special conservation areas or having access and operability limitations. 
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Figure 3-11: Forest Land, L’Anse Township 
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Watersheds 

A watershed is an area of land in which all surface waters drain to a common outlet, which in Michigan is always the Great Lakes.  

Watershed management is a regional approach based on the movements of water and pollutants as defined by natural boundaries 

rather than political jurisdictions, and primarily focuses on land use which impacts water quality. 

The map at right shows the 

three watersheds located in 

the Township.  The 

majority of the Township 

is located in the Dead-

Kelsey watershed, 

however smaller portions 

of the Township are 

located in the 

Michigamme and 

Sturgeon watersheds. 

Wetlands, coastal areas, 

and watersheds are 

important items to 

consider when 

constructing a Land Use 

Plan.  As water travels 

over the land, it picks up 

pollutants and sediment 

which impacts both 

surface water and 

groundwater quality.  

L‘Anse Township would 

benefit from being a part 

of a collaborative 

Watershed Planning 

Initiative in order to be 

Figure 3-12: L’Anse Area Watersheds 
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eligible to receive funding for the protection of water resources.   Specifically, the Falls River, Linden Creek, Silver River within the 

Township provide outlets to the Keweenaw Bay and Lake Superior, so good stormwater management principles and water protection 

provisions are of primary importance in L‘Anse Township.  MDEQ approved watershed plans in the area include one for the Otter 

River in Baraga and Houghton counties, and one for the Trap Rock River in Houghton and Keweenaw counties. 

Coastal Areas 

Areas of land and water interface are particularly fragile environments providing critical habitat for fish, waterfowl, plants, and other 

wildlife.  Coastal areas are the last stop for surface pollutants from an entire watershed, and serve as a final filtration opportunity 

before water reaches the Great Lakes.  Coastal wetlands absorb the energy of the waves and diffuse the flow of stream and river 

currents to protect shorelines from erosion.  Shoreline issues involve ever-changing lake water levels, adverse impacts of 

development, and delicate soils that are prone to movement and/or erosion. 

Inappropriate shoreline development can disrupt natural processes and threaten beach creation and replenishment or exacerbate 

erosion.  Development that is located close to the shore will also contribute more pollutants to the water body, whether from 

stormwater runoff of paved surfaces, agricultural and residential lawn nutrient loading, and improper septic treatment.  Good land 

management practices can protect coastal or shoreline ecosystems.  

The adverse impact of development on important coastal regions has prompted the State of Michigan to pursue all means of protecting 

its coastal areas.  Approximately 80 percent of Michigan‘s coast is currently within private ownership, making resource protection 

difficult.  The growth in seasonal homes along the coasts has resulted in land fragmentation that disrupts natural wildlife corridors and 

removal of beneficial beach vegetation, adversely impacting fish populations and water chemistry.  Unmanaged logging and mineral 

extraction activities threaten the character of the coast.   

In 2002 the Department of Commerce established a Coastal and Estuarine Land Conservation Program (CELCP), administered by the 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), to provide funding to eligible coastal states ―for the purpose of 

protecting important coastal and estuarine areas that have significant conservation, recreation, ecological, historical, or aesthetic 

values, or that are threatened by conversion from their natural or recreational state to other uses‖.    Areas that are ident ified in the 

CELC Plan have an opportunity to receive special funding for coastline restoration and/or protection projects.  

The law specified that priority should be given to lands that can be effectively managed and protected and have significant ecological 

value.  Each state participating in the program must have an approved coastal zone management program and a Coastal and Estuarine 

Land Conservation Plan (CELCP).  All CELCP project areas must be held in public ownership, provide preservation in perpetuity, and 

allow access to the general public or provide another public benefit consistent with resource protection.  Projects must be consistent 
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with the state‘s approved coastal management program (administered by the Coastal and Land Management Program Unit of the 

Michigan Department of Environmental Quality). 

The goals of Michigan‘s CELCP are to: 

 Protect high quality, sensitive coastal areas 

 Protect rare and threatened species and natural communities 

 Maintain biodiversity and protect the coastal natural communities necessary to support diversity 

 Maintain Michigan‘s cultural heritage 

 Fulfill recreational needs 

 Utilize previously created conservation and management plans to identify projects that are eligible for funding 

 Ensure lands acquired under this program are effectively managed 

Lands with the following values are high priority for the funding program: 

 Lands with Conservation and Ecological Value typified by the presence of high quality native communities and natural 

habitats.  This may include critical nesting habitat, flyways for migratory birds, important fish spawning habitats, or 

habitats for state or federally designated threatened and endangered plant and animal species.  Important game species 

such as salmon, walleye, and northern pike spawn in the rivers and streams that drain to the Great Lakes.  Areas with 

high conservation value include keystone acquisition areas within larger conservation plans and areas that have links to 

water quality maintenance and/or are high in biological diversity. 

 Recreational Value—private shoreline ownership limits public access to the lakes, which is a significant problem since 

tourism has taken over manufacturing as the most important contributor to Michigan‘s economy.  Areas that exhibit 

high recreational value have significant opportunity for public access to coastal resources and opportunities for low 

impact outdoor activities such as hiking, wildlife viewing, swimming, fishing, and beach walking.  Coastal areas used 

for high impact recreation such as snowmobiling, camping, mountain biking, and ATV use are not eligible for funding 

under the CELCP. 

 Cultural and Historic Value—historic landmarks along the coast line may be preserved in conjunction with other 

natural resources based projects 

 Aesthetic Value—Protection of aesthetically pleasing areas of Michigan‘s coastline may be accomplished concurrently 

with other high priority projects since the rarest habitats are often the most beautiful.  In assessing aesthetic value, year 

around value is helpful as well as choosing a site that complements nationally designated scenic byway or trails 

programs. 
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Michigan gives priority to CELCP projects that are coordinated with other federal, state, and local conservation planning initiatives to 

ensure that lands preserved under the CELCP maintain the values for which they are protected.  Examples of areas of particular 

concern identified by the Michigan Coastal Management Program include high risk erosion areas, ecologically sensitive areas, natural 

areas (managed and unmanaged), recreation areas, and coastal lakes, river mouths, and bays.  Specifically, the following types of 

priority lands contained within L‘Anse Township will be considered priority areas for Michigan‘s review of CELCP proposals: 

 Lands designated as Environmental Areas under Part 323 of the Natural Resource and Environmental Protection Act 

(NREPA), 1994, PA 451 (see previous map) 

 State and globally imperiled natural communities identified by Michigan Natural Features Inventory (see section on fish 

and wildlife) 

 Lands designated as high risk erosion areas under Part 323 of the Shorelands Protection and Management of the NREPA  

 Sites identified as Biological Investment Areas (BIAs) by the State of the Lakes Ecosystem Conference (SOLEC)—

L‘Anse is in the Keweenaw Peninsula Terrestrial Biodiversity Investment Area 

 Sites identified by TNC‘s(Towards a New Conservation Vision for the Great Lakes Region) Binational Blueprint for the 

Conservation of Great Lakes Biodiversity—L‘Anse is in Area #267 

More detailed study would be needed to determine if individual parcels contain values appropriate for acquisition under the CELCP.  

For the application, a map is needed showing the location and extent of the project acquisition, its relationship to significant natural 

features such as slopes, wetlands, floodplains, access points, and adjacent land uses.  A tract specific management plan must be 

developed.  It is also important to show the applicant‘s organizational capacity, knowledge, experience, etc in reference to successful 

implementation of management goals relating to land acquisition. 

Protection and development of these areas, can not only provide an aesthetically pleasing community, it can also lead to protecting the 

environment and increased tourism.  

Wetlands 

Wetlands are surface areas that are usually saturated with water that function like natural sponges, storing water, filtering it, and then 

slowly releasing it.  This process helps control erosion, recharges groundwater, and reduces flood heights.  Wetlands also trap 

sediment, and serve as breeding grounds for many species of animals.  Wetlands can contain standing water, but can also be grassy 

meadows, shrubby fields, or mature forests.  Wetlands filter contaminates and sediments, wetland protection and mitigation efforts can 

also contribute to preservation of groundwater and surface water resources. 
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According to Part 303 of the Clean Water Act, wetlands are regulated if they are: 

 Connected to one of the Great Lakes 

 Located within 1,000 feet of one of the Great Lakes 

 Connected to an inland lake, pond, river, or stream 

 Located within 500 feet of an inland lake, pond, river, or stream 

 Not connected to one of the Great Lakes but more than 5 acres in size and located in counties with a population of more 

than 100,000 

 Not connected to one of the Great Lakes or an inland lake, pond, stream, or river, and less than 5 acres in size, but the 

DEQ has determined that these wetlands are essential to the preservation of the state‘s natural resources 

Local governments can create wetland regulations that address wetlands not protected by the State (isolated, non-contiguous wetlands 

smaller than 5 acres).  These regulations must be at least as restrictive as state regulations, and the DEQ must be notified.   Also, when 

a community chooses to adopt its own wetland ordinance, it takes on the role of co-administrator of wetland regulation.  Permits must 

be issued by both the local permit review process and state review process concurrently.  Approval is needed from both the DEQ and 

local government for a project to proceed.  Adopting regulations based on the mandate of the Planning and Zoning Enabling Acts 

instead of the NREPA will allow the local government more flexibility to enact additional natural environment protection provisions 

such as vegetated buffer zones and mature tree preservation guidelines which are not explicitly provided for in NREPA provisions.  

However, the NREPA guidelines will allow local governments to increase wetland protection by addressing smaller size wetlands. 

Alternately, local governments can address wetland protection in site plan review.  This is accomplished by requiring that state and 

federal (if relevant) wetland permits be obtained as a condition of local zoning approval.  However, this may not allow the 

municipality to address wetlands on small-scale projects, since site plan review is usually reserved for large-scale projects.  Open 

space zoning may also achieve desired wetland protection goals for the community. 
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All communities must strike a 

balance between accommodating 

development and protecting the 

environment.  Many communities 

require developers to mitigate or 

lessen the effects of unavoidable 

wetland destruction by restoring a 

wetland or creating a wetland in 

an area that was not one 

previously.  Although artificially 

constructed wetlands can provide 

many of the aesthetic services of a 

naturally occurring wetland, and 

can be an option for treatment of 

stormwater, they take many years 

to establish and rarely provide the 

same groundwater recharge 

functions, or plant and animal 

habitat, as naturally occurring 

wetlands.  Development 

agreements can be difficult to 

enforce, so it is better 

economically and environmentally 

to protect existing wetlands rather 

than try to build costly and less 

effective artificial wetlands. 

As rain or snow falls, about 40 percent returns back to the atmosphere through either evaporation or transpiration, 50 percent soaks 

through the soil and into the groundwater, and the remaining 10 percent runs off the surface directly into lakes, rivers, and streams.  

Providing buffers along rivers, streams, and lakes, as well as protecting wetlands can slow the runoff and allow a greater percentage of 

water to return to the groundwater.   

Figure 3-13: L’Anse Area Topography 
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As seen in the topography and wetland map on the 

previous page, the Township has many wetland 

areas and potential wetland areas.  Many of these 

wetlands are located on undeveloped forest land; 

therefore measures should be taken to protect these 

wetlands before development occurs.   

  

Figure 3-14: L’Anse Wetlands and Potential Wetlands 
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Fish & Wildlife 

Baraga County is home to several state protected plant and animal 

species including these threatened species: 

 Lake Sturgeon (fish) 

 Goblin Moonwort (plant)  

 Showy Orchis (plant) Common 

Moorhen (Bird) 

 Common Loon (Bird) 

 Narrow-leaved Gentian (plant) 

 Big-Leaf Sandwort (plant) 

 Farwell‘s Water Milfoil (plant) 

 Canada Rice Grass (plant) 

These Special Concern species: 

 Freija Fritillary (butterfly) 

  Frigga Fritillary (butterfly) 

 American Bittern (bird) 

 Purple Clematis (plant)  

 Wood Turtle (animal) 

 Douglas‘s Hawthorn (plant)  

 Fragrant Cliff Woodfern (plant)  

Red-Disked Alpine (butterfly) 

Bald Eagle (bird) 

 American Shore-Grass (plant) 

 Bigmouth Shiner (fish) 

 Osprey (bird) 

 Northern Gooseberry (plant) 

 Blue-Eyed-Grass  

 Eastern Box Turtle (animal) 

Outer Clockwise from Upper Right: Lake 
Sturgeon, Canada Rice Grass, Bald Eagle, Kirtland 
Warbler, Wood Turtle, American Bittern, Common 
Loon, Common Moorhen.  Center: Freija Fritillary 
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And this listed endangered species: 

 Kirtland‘s Warbler (bird) 

And these habitats:  

 Great Blue Heron Rookery 

 Interdunal Wetland—Great Lakes Type Alkaline Shoredunes Pond/Marsh 

 Upper Midwest Type Pine Barrens 

The Baraga Plains is home to a State waterfowl management area just east of Alberta that has special use and hunting rules.  

The Kirtland‘s Warbler is one of the rarest members of the wood warbler family.  It nests in just a few counties in Michigan‘s northern 

Lower and Upper peninsulas, in Wisconsin, and the province of Ontario, and currently nowhere else on Earth.  State and National 

Forest lands have been set aside for habitat, along with other lands including County forests.  Jack Pine stands also provide habitat for 

the upland sandpiper, Eastern bluebird, white tailed deer, black bear, and snowshoe hare, and for several protected prairie plants.  It is 

important that visitors stay out of posted nesting areas, camp only in designated campgrounds, keep vehicles on open roads and 

designated trails, and be careful with fire.  Trail plans should carefully consider these factors. 

Highlighted fish species in Baraga County include Bluegill, Brook Trout, Brown Trout, Coho Salmon, Lake Sturgeon, Lake 

Whitefish, Largemouth Bass, Northern Pike, Pygmy Whitefish, Rainbow Smelt, Rainbow Trout, Rock Bass, Smallmouth Bass, 

Walleye, and Yellow Perch. Fish predator species (invasive species) include the eel-like lamprey (sea and brook types) which are 

subject to a joint control program between the United States and Canada.  These predator species have contributed to the decline of 

whitefish and lake trout in the Great Lakes. 
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Figure 3-15: L’Anse Area Fish Resources 
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Chapter 4:  Community Visioning 

The Process 

Preliminary Planning 

The Planning process began with some preliminary work performed in the development of the 2000/2001 Baraga County Strategic 

Plan including a series of attitudinal surveys.  In 2003, Baraga County completed the fourth in a series of attitudinal surveys intended 

to gather input from local residents.  The first survey in 1988 was a joint effort between the Baraga County Resource Council, 

Northern Michigan University, and Michigan State University, and utilized hundreds of volunteers.  It was considered to be one of the 

most comprehensive community surveys ever done in the State.  These surveys were updated every five years, and then were used as a 

starting point around which to form focus groups for the purpose of updating the Baraga County Strategic Plan.   

Attitudinal Surveys 

Following are some comparisons between county-wide surveys collected in 1998 and those in 2003.  Only the more significant 

changes and findings are discussed here. 

Quality of Life issues: 

Generally, a higher percentage of participants rated the ―general appearance‖ of the County as ―fair‖ instead of ―good‖.  There were 

significantly more people who rated ―jobs‖ and ―libraries‖ more negatively during this period.  Improvements were noted in ―local 

government‖, ―recreation‖, ―schools‖, and ―streets and roads‖. 

Public Services: 

Improvements were noted in crime control, police protection, road maintenance, and curbside trash collection ratings.  There was a 

shift away from volunteerism in schools, sports, and youth programs, and an increase in volunteerism in church and elderly work.  

Other volunteer efforts involved community organizations, the fire department, 4-H, and tourism.  Of those who do not volunteer, the 

most common reason was lack of time (47 percent).  Other common reasons were being too old (33 percent), or having an illness (24 

percent).  However, there was a large increase in the number of people who do not volunteer because they have no interest (from 9.5 

percent in 1998, to almost 22 percent in 2003).   
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Health Care: 

Most respondents received health care within the County in 2003 (around 80 percent and over for emergency care, after-hours non-

emergency care, family doctor, home medical equipment, nursing home care, prescriptions, and tribal clinic).  Only 70 percent  

received hospital care in the County, and 63 to 68 percent received eye care and dentist care in the County.  The other most commonly 

attended hospital was Bell Memorial Hospital in Ishpeming. 

Community Concerns: 

Items that a majority of respondents rated as ―Not a problem‖ include acid rain, air quality, domestic wood burning, and internet 

access.  Items that a majority rated as ―Big problem‖ are alcoholism and unemployment.  Other items of particular concern were child 

abuse/neglect, disposal of appliances and household items, drug abuse, lack of local delivery of babies, local recycling, spouse abuse, 

and use/disposal of household chemicals.  Items perceived to be only slight or no problem for a majority of respondents include the 

high school dropout rate, homelessness, AIDS, day care for children, flooding, illiteracy, pornography, road salt, robbery and theft, 

and shoreline erosion.   

General Perceptions: 

Over 94% of respondents agreed that Baraga County is a good place to live.  When asked if state highways should have wider 

shoulders for bicyclists, over 72% agreed.  This same level of agreement is true for reducing the speed limit on US 41 in Baraga to 45 

mph.  A majority also agreed that their municipal and county government and area agencies do a good job representing their interests 

and problems, that the county needs more jobs based on the area‘s natural resources, and that they are in favor of paying for  municipal 

services by use fees instead of property taxes. 

Most people received information about local and area events/issues from the L‘Anse Sentinel or WCUP radio 105.7.  No one utilized 

the internet for this purpose. 

Public Education: 

The most common rating for most educational programs was ―fair‖, but ―computer programs offered‖ and ―educational services‖ had 

a higher percentage of people ranking them as ―good‖.  A strong majority of respondents think it is either a ―good idea‖ or ―very 

important‖ for L‘Anse and Baraga Public schools to share educational curriculum, extracurricular activities, school calendars, staff, 

and transportation.  A majority supported consolidation of the L‘Anse and Baraga public schools.  However, a very strong majority 

did not feel that the schools should be open year round.  Most academic, sports, music, technology, vocational, arts, student 

leadership, and life skills programs were ranked as high in importance.  Cheerleading, foreign language clubs, gymnastics, hockey, 

Ojibwa language club, photography club, school newspaper, track, volleyball, and weight-lifting received medium levels of support.  

Of lower priority were golf and the high school bowl team. 



 

 L’Anse Township Master Plan 2012         Page | 126  

 

Attitudes toward the prison system: 

Ninety-two percent of people believe the state prison in Baraga County is a benefit to the community.  Most disagreed that the prison 

has increased the number of young, single persons living in the County, but there is strong agreement that the prison has increased the 

number of families with young children in the County.  Over seventy percent disagree that the prison has changed the community‘s 

racial character, and over 90 percent disagree that the prison prompted an increase in vandalism and crime.  Generally there seems to 

be a supportive perspective for the prison. 

Environmental issues: 

Generally a majority (86 percent) of people supported preservation of existing tracts of State/Federal lands for recreational use, and a 

much smaller majority (64 percent) even supported additional tracts of State/Federal owned, forest lands for recreational use.  There 

was strong agreement that the forest industry is doing a good job maintaining the forest base for the future, and that clear cutting is 

useful in certain situations.  Only 60 percent agreed that forest landowners that have a written management plan and are managing for 

sustainable forest crop should receive property tax breaks.  At the same time, 72 percent agreed that corporate and private landowner‘s 

property rights are being threatened by State and Federal laws.  Fifty-eight percent disagreed in additional regulations to control 

logging.  However, 81 percent agreed that private property owners should be required to clean up junk cars and rundown buildings on 

their property.  Historical site preservation was supported by 96 percent of respondents.  There was an equal split between those who 

agree and disagree with local ordinances making recycling mandatory.  The perception by most is that the area remains largely 

pollution free and that environmental conditions are improving. 

Recreation: 

Those items receiving a majority of ―medium interest‖ or ―high interest‖ rankings are Baraga waterfront recreation development, 

bicycle paths, cross country ski trails, fishing, hunting, L‘Anse waterfront recreational development, picnic sites, snowmobile trails, 

swimming pools, and well-marked hiking trails.  Recreation options receiving a majority of responses as low to medium interest 

include canoeing/kayaking, evening enrichment classes, non-alcoholic bar/recreational center, tennis courts, and volleyball courts.  Of 

no- to low- interest for a majority of respondents are gambling, golf, racquet club/health spa, and skateboarding park. 

Respondents were asked which Baraga County recreational facilities they use, and the L‘Anse Waterfront Park was the top utilized 

facility.  Other high ranking facilities include hiking trails, the golf course, ski trails, snowmobile trails, casino/gambling, parks, 

fishing, hunting, beaches, and picnic sites. 

When asked which facilities tourists use, the most common response was snowmobile trails.  Other facilities perceived to be highly 

utilized by tourists include gambling/casino, parks, hunting, fishing, Baraga State Park, campgrounds, ski trails, L‘Anse Waterfront 

Park, waterfront, and marinas. 
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Respondents indicated that the facility most in need of repair was the lakeshore.  Other facilities rated highest for needing repair 

include the L‘Anse waterfront, snowmobile trails, Baraga‘s waterfront, ski trails, beaches, parks, hiking trails, campgrounds, Second 

Sand Beach, and the Baraga Ice Rink. 

Tourism: 

Respondents were queried about their degree of agreement with several statements regarding tourism. At least 85% of respondents 

―agree‖ or ―strongly agree‖ that the County needs to develop and promote more tourism (all seasons), that business hours shou ld be 

extended during the prime tourist season, and that the Michigan DNR and the Keweenaw Bay Tribal Fish Hatchery need to increase 

stocking of lakes and streams.  Top ranked fish for stocking include Walleye, Trout, Lake Trout, Brook Trout, Brown Trout, and 

Salmon. 

When asked how Baraga County should target county funds toward tourism, 51.5 percent chose all-purpose trails, 45 percent chose 

waterfront development, 40 percent chose historical sites, 31 percent chose boat rides on the lake, and 18 percent chose fishing and 

fishing events. 

The top rated tourist recreational activities, as indicated by respondents, include fishing and snowmobiling, hunting, camping, 

gambling, sightseeing, and waterfalls.   

Arts and Culture: 

Opportunities with a majority of respondents rating them as medium to high interest include country/western concerts, crafts, festivals, 

waterfront concerts, and a community auditorium.  Opportunities with a majority of respondents rating them as low- to medium-

interest include film, historical activities, jazz concerts, art shows, and an art gallery.  Opportunities with a majority of respondents 

rating them as no- to low-interest include ballet, classical concerts, folk dancing, literary arts, line dancing, and Native American 

art/Pow Wow.   

Retail and Consumer Services: 

In Baraga County, the following products or services are purchased locally by a majority of respondents—automobile sales and 

service, banking services, drinking establishments, hardware sales, food/groceries, gas station services, home maintenance, and 

insurance.   Likewise the following are purchased out of Baraga County by a majority of respondents—clothing, major appliances, 

small household appliances, and yard and garden equipment.  Restaurant dining was split between local and out of area purchasing.  

Thirty-five percent of respondents said they would like to see a clothing store open or expand in the community. 
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2000/2001 Baraga County Strategic Plan 

The five focus groups chosen for the Strategic Plan include youth, tourism, retail, economic development, and livability.  From this 

effort came five main goals and implementation action groups.  Highlights of the strategic agenda include: 

1. Youth Entrepreneurial Community Center:  Explore the creation of a Community Center that would include small 

specialty shops where business owners could partner with and mentor youth entrepreneurs.  Potential locations were 

All Wood building, and the KBIC Industrial Park. 

2. Public access and recreational walkways:  Become proactive in the development of land use planning in general and 

zoning for a community lakeshore and public access on woods roads.  Protect land development/remaining public 

access.  Action steps include ―fire lane‖ road classification for woods road, a supportive role for Ottawa Sportsman, 

restrict truck traffic on the bay shore from L‘Anse to Whirl-I-Gig, and promote the extension of recreational walkways 

from Pequaming to Baraga. 

3. Bicycle/Walking Trails:  Construct a bicycle/walking trail between Baraga and L‘Anse, L‘Anse and Pequaming, and 

L‘Anse to Skanee.  First phase from L‘Anse to Baraga. 

4. Local Economic Development:  Hire a full- or part-time county level marketing/economic developer/grant writer.  

Collaboration between the County, five townships, two villages (L‘Anse and Baraga), and the Keweenaw Bay Indian 

Community (KBIC). 

5. Target retail to teens/adults:  Provide tax incentives to encourage business development. 

Youth Focus Group Input 

Some identified County strengths include social programs such as ―Kids Rights‖, ―Peer Educator‖, elementary basketball, hockey, 

Little League Baseball, summer soccer, Baraga/L‘Anse figure skating, 4-H Youth, Baraga Water Safety,  DNR Hunter Safety, KBIC 

Kids Fair, KBIC Pow Wow, KBIC summer youth (8-12 year olds), ―Reggae on the Res‖, after-school arts, mentoring, DNR ―Summer 

Exploration Days‖, DNR summer youth hiring, ―Odyssey of the Mind‖, and Baraga Village youth summer job programs.  Special 

events include a New Year‘s Eve Semi-Formal dance, church sponsored events, Baraga County Fair, ―Santa Comes to Town‖, and an 

Easter hunt. 

Other County strengths include a strong parent network (resource library, dance with youth mentor group, sponsored dances), youth 

support by firemen, the OCC Fitness Center in Baraga, cross country ski and snowmobile trails, Lake Superior, safe and friendly 

community, Laird Township skating rink, Lakefront Park, and neighborhood basketball and tennis courts. 
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Baraga County concerns regarding youth programs include the need to facilitate transportation to activities, avenues for self 

expression (including the arts), a way to earn money, ballet, gymnastics, and swimming programs, access to technology, a safe 

hangout place, and the teaching of life skills.  Of special concern were substance abuse, teen pregnancy, MEAP scores (especially 

reading), single parents, economically depressed youth and elders, apathy, lack of parental involvement, racism, and domestic 

violence.  Improvements could be made in shopping, a movie theater, and a public library. 

Top youth opportunities include the development of a youth center, community theater, youth shuttle bus, e-classes in schools, and 

construction skills application. 

Tourism & Recreation Input 

Natural resource strengths include views of the lake and public access to water resources, waterfalls, changing seasons and fall colors, 

Ottawa National Forest, wild berries, beaches, the south shore (Keweenaw Bay), hunting and fishing opportunities, Craig Lake State 

Park, Sturgeon Gorge,  wildlife (bear, moose), and the quiet. 

Community amenities include nice parks; waterfront concerts; Travel Information Center; Lac Vieux Desert Trail; Huron Mountain 

gateway; docks; marina; casino live concerts and events; sweet rolls at the Hilltop Restaurant; availability of cabins, cottages and 

lodging; new facilities such as the jail, village office, and fire hall; Skanee Road hunter walking trail; well-groomed snowmobile, cross 

country, and hiking trails; golf course; good roads; flea market; and the people 

Community cultural/marketing opportunities include highest point, historical sites, Henry Ford heritage, burial mounds, Ghost Town, 

Aura Jamboree, Pow Wow, festivals and Fireman‘s Tournament, museums in Alberta, Baraga County, Covington and Arvon, Hanka 

Homestead, Bishop Baraga Shrine, ―Land of Legends‖, and the Huron Island lighthouse. 

Tourism and recreation concerns include the expenditure of public funds on roads for private property owners who then block views 

and access to the lake with their development.  There was also a noted lack of coordination of planning and zoning across 

municipalities, and a need for cooperation between the various jurisdictions and the tribal government.  Views were also polarized on 

―more‖ versus ―less‖ development as being desirable.  Also noted was a need to address the needs of an older population.  

Business-related concerns include irregular hours for businesses and public safety, lack of coordinated effort, need to enhance 

customer service and promotion of tourism, and apathy among businesses and volunteers.  Signage was identified as a problem.   
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Top identified opportunities include protection of public access in lakefront development, bicycle trail from Baraga to L‘Anse and to 

Pequaming, updated County map, improved infrastructure for soft adventure/silent sports (hiking, biking, cross country, canoeing, 

kayaking, bird watching), signs to promote accessibility, and the purchase of property from Wisconsin Central. 

Retail Business Input 

Retail strengths include the availability of buildings and property, people returning to the area with disposable income, friendly 

service, business district within walking distance of the waterfront, small-town business attitude, and business support for each other.  

There is improved variety of businesses and increased area employment. 

Concerns include variety of businesses, gaps in products/services (clothing stores), need for signage to direct people downtown, and 

loss of discretionary income to the casinos.  There is a need for a greater variety of restaurants that are open late. 

Top opportunities include the development of a target ―teen‖ market niche, incorporation of the arts in the downtown areas, support by 

the Baraga Tourism Association, public waterfront access, and the advertising of the whole shopping experience as unique.  

Economic Development Input 

Infrastructure strengths include industrial parks in the Village of L‘Anse and KBIC, two class A highways, rail service, deep water 

natural port, good telephone system, available electric power and gas, municipal water and sewer, medical facility, and hazardous 

waste disposal.   

Organizational strengths include two Downtown Development Authorities (villages), UICA programs, MTU resources, and a new 

grassroots advisory group on sustainable growth.   

Economic strengths include employment variety, low taxes (property values), availability of start up money and venture capital, and a 

community foundation.  Special opportunities exist in computer generated job opportunities, value-added forest products, metal 

fabrication, unique shops, fiberglass manufacturing, and the publically-owned waterfront. 

Supporting factors include a good work ethic, manufacturing mentality, affordable labor pool, available/trainable labor and planning 

and zoning practices.   

Special concerns include road restrictions, distance to market, lack of a nearby airport, need to balance growth, over-development of 

the waterfront, and environmental management. 
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Top opportunities include the development of a business incubator facility to support local entrepreneurs, collaborative planning, 

coordinated development effort, need for marketing plan targeting locally identified preferred growth opportunities, and incentives for 

location to KBIC.   

Livability Input 

Strengths include a small population, strong work ethic, safe place to raise children, clean air and water, first rate schools, abundant 

natural resources, nearby educational institutions, rich Finnish and Native American heritage, casual and relaxed atmosphere, local 

musicians, good emergency services, access to Federal, State, and corporate lands, and natural resource amenities.  The local cuisine is 

famous (pasty and Hilltop rolls). 

Livability concerns include substandard housing that limits growth, exporting of youth, not enough jobs, limited shopping hours, 

leaking of hazardous wastes form trucks on the County highways, lack of restaurant variety, substance abuse, noise from jet skis and 

boom boxes, and the need to enforce speed limits and noise from logging trucks. 

Opportunities to improve livability include Nature Conservancy involvement in ―uniquely Baraga‖ areas, ensured public access on 

woods roads, recreation center, support for current festivals and events, and proactive development planning.  

Community Input 

Master Plan Public Input 

A community workshop was help on March 18, 2008 to discuss future development of L‘Anse Township for the preparation of the 

Master Plan.  Because the Village of L‘Anse was also in the process of updating their plan and zoning ordinance, it was agreed that, in 

the future, the public participation process should be combined to augment and support both plans. 

At this meeting, Township profile information and maps were presented as background for discussion.  A discussion was held 

regarding the opportunities, likes, and dislikes for the Township.  After compiling a list, participants were given a number of votes to 

determine consensus.  The numbers in parenthesis represent number of votes for each item. 
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OPPORTUNITIES (these are ways to improve economic and social 

conditions in the Township) 

1) Increase youth involvement (7) 

2) Interconnected ORV trails (6) 

3) Biking Trails (6) 

Racks on buses 

4) Recycling (5) 

5) Turn the varied terrain into an amenity (5) 

6) Alternative Energy (4) 

  Gasification (4) 

  Solar (4) 

  Wind (4) 

  Bio-Fuels (4) 

7) Marketing Program (internet?) (4) 

8) Take an advantage of the snow as a recreational resource (4) 

 World‘s largest snowball 

 Ice Rinks/Shanties (tournaments) (4) 

9) Kayak (Water) Trails (4) 

10) Look for the money (grants) (3) 

11) Employee ownership in businesses (3) 

12) More art/culture (2) 

13) Work with Baraga County EDC (2) 

14) Universal Access—make it easier (2) 

15) Recreational signage (1) 

16) Organized/networked Events (1) 

 Such as ―Swim Across the Bay‖ 

17) Playgrounds 

18) Community Champions 

19) Recreational Use of Old Rail Grades 

 

 

  

Top rated opportunities are those that: 

Increase youth involvement 

Create ORV and bicycle trail networks 

Improve recycling 

Facilitate the use of renewable energy 

Market the community 

Showcase the diverse terrain and climate  

Enhance water-based recreation 
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LIKES 

 

Scenic Views (10) 

Beauty of Surroundings Close By (9) 

Excellent Tourist Information Center (8) 

Beaches (6) 

Waterfront (6) 

Diverse Landscape (5) 

Walking Trails (5) 

Whitewater Kayaking (5) 

People/‖Yoopers‖ (4) 

Good Workforce (4) 

 Work Ethic/Qualified 

Excellent Climate (4) 

Ski Trails (3) 

Trails – Snowmobile/Ski (3) 

Abundance of Recreational Opportunity (2) 

Safety ―Come on in‖ (1) 

Everyone knows neighbors (1) 

Environmental Amenity 

Neighborhood Familiarity 

Infrastructure for development 

 

DISLIKES 

 

Need more ‗living wage jobs‘ (5) 

Lack of restaurants (5) 

Transportation distance for manufacturing, etc. (5) 

Lack of Arts/Cultural Activity (5) 

Wayfinding to Parks/Areas of Interest, etc. (3) 

Limited Indoor Exercise (2) 

Underutilized Facilities/Fees hurt availability (horse shoe) (2) 

Lack of DNR support/fishing (2) 

Top rated assets include: 

Scenic resources 

Tourist center 

Waterfront resources 

Walking and ski trails 

Whitewater kayaking 

Good work ethic 

Climate 

 

Top rated challenges include: 

Need more better paying jobs 

Need more restaurants, arts, 
culture 

Remote location 

Need  wayfinding infrastructure 
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Annual Youth Exodus (1) 

Export resources 

L’Anse Township Planning Commission Input 

The L‘Anse Township Planning Commission and Board of Zoning Appeals convened on October 16, 2008 to discuss goals and 

objectives for the plan along with zoning issues, concerns, and needed changes.  A more collaborative planning process including the 

Village of L‘Anse and the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community was discussed.  Also present at the meeting were the Zoning 

Administrator/Building Inspector, Supervisor, and Supervisor-Elect.  The following are notes taken from the meeting, reflecting what 

was actually said at the meeting, not necessarily analysis or recommendations. 

Most of the discussion centered on concerns and changes in zoning.  Participants were concerned about development setbacks from 

the river.  Participants felt it desirable to implement regulations to protect the quality of water entering the river and lake systems. 

There was a concern about minimum square footage and allowing smaller homes such as cabins.  The current ordinance doesn‘t allow 

eco-friendly homes.  At Point Abbey, if you have 5 acres you can‘t build on it without variances.  It was mentioned that Pequaming 

requires 10 acres to build, and property owners are supposed to have a residence on a lot within one year of constructing an accessory 

building.   

Participants want to see improved regulation of home occupations.  They would like to see less loss of farmland and more mixed-use 

development.   

There is an enforcement issue in that many projects are being built without permits.  There is also a problem of people start ing homes 

and not finishing them. 

For lakeside development—minimum of 150 foot lot frontage (with septic systems) and 50 foot separation between wells and septic.  

It was mentioned that a minimum lot size of 1 acre is required for lots with septic systems per the health department, and a lot width to 

depth ratio of 1 to 4 is required per the Land Division Act.  Mound septic systems take up more room and are not as aesthetically 

desirable. 

There are some problems with sub-standard wastewater systems that are grandfathered in and drain into the lake.  These are not 

improved as long as there are no problems anyone is aware of.  Sauna water and greywater can‘t go out on the ground. 
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Regulations are needed for broadband.  Baraga Telephone fiber optic is available in certain areas.  There is also a need for wood 

burning stove ordinances along with sign and billboard control. 

Regional Focus Group Meeting, November 6, 2008 

A luncheon was held to bring together key stakeholders to discuss common issues and concerns and explore possibilities for 

partnerships.   

Topics included economic development, promotion, infrastructure improvements, recreation, and policies for a sustainable framework.  

Collaborative opportunities that were explored included economic (local business association, shared technology, procurement 

partnerships, and business or arts incubators), recreational (Heritage Trail Network, lakeshore walking trails, sports tourism, eco-

tourism, interpretive/wayfinding signage), community development (new library/community/heritage center, community memory 

wall, new housing types, innovative civic spaces, outdoor community ―rooms‖, neighborhood ―Discovery Zones‖), area 

marketing/promotional website (create a marketable community identify), human capital development (workforce training and 

development, mentoring networks), and services development (for seniors, youth, health, and wellness). 

Attendees included the L‘Anse area schools superintendent, representatives of the Village of L‘Anse Tourism Association and Baraga 

County Convention and Visitors Bureau, members of the L‘Anse Planning Commission, representative from Baraga County Memorial 

Hospital and Bayside Village, County Board member, two representatives from the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, 

representative of a local church, economic development director for the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community, representative of the 

L‘Anse Downtown Development Authority, Baraga County Community Foundation, Village manager, and two high-school students. 

After individual introductions, background was presented on the Master Plan process for L‘Anse Village and L‘Anse Township, 

though it was made clear that the focus of this meeting was the larger Baraga/L‘Anse area.  The information discussed provides focus 

and direction to the Master Plans for both municipalities. 

Two surveys were distributed, one to determine local talents (potential area mentors and subject experts), and the other to stimulate 

discussion for a regional SWOT analysis (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, Threats). 

The first question asked of the group was, “What assets, resources, businesses, amenities, enterprises, initiatives, or talents currently 

present in the region have the potential to attract new residents, investment, or business opportunity from outside the region?”  

Responses follow: 

 Waterfront—Need an expanded marina and lakeside walking trails. 
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 Industrial Park Development—It was suggested that all the elements are in place, with plenty of development ready sites and 

more capacity for development.  Marketing may be needed. 

 Attract workers to the region—Michigan Works did an assessment of bringing new individuals here—have available an 

International inhibitors assessment for skilled workers.  Availability of workers is an important issue for industrial growth. It 

was noted that MI Works has the capability to train people for high-skill level jobs by the time a new plant is up and running. 

There are 350 to 400 people unemployed in the region.  Some have been trained for the White Pine Power Station, and some 

for Stormy Kromer Hats (Jacquart), etc.  Youth representatives underscored the need for more labor opportunities for highly 

skilled workers, such as engineering, to allow them to remain in the area following graduation. The other youth representative 

is interested in musical and video production and movie-making which has become an area of growing state-wide interest.  The 

highway coming out of Green Bay (141 north) has potential to bring Chicago folks to the U.P. It needs further development 

which could dramatically increase traffic coming into the U.P. 

 Sport Fishing—MDNR has increased fish plants in the area (Steel Head and Brown Trout).  They try to promote Lake Trout 

as a destination theme for the area—especially for ice fishing.  They think we need a charter boat fishery business in the area.  

It was suggested that MARKETING is the biggest need to get this going.  One fisheries marketing idea was mentioned, a 

promotion called, “There’s something fishy about L’Anse”, which could highlight fishing scenes on the bay.  The area needs 

a clear identity.  The tribe is looking at alternatives for harvesting fish products and oils.  One obstacle to an expanded fishery 

was noted by a Tribal representative, who said the high levels of mercury in the fish (especially fatty lake trout) render the oils 

unsafe.  The fatty lake trout population is increasing, negatively impacting sport fishing. They are inedible and store higher 

levels of contaminants in their fat.  Lean lake trout are safe for consumption.  Another option is to cultivate species currently 

seen as pests, such as sea lampreys, considered delicacies in global markets.  Pollution issues need to be addressed, possibly 

reducing levels of contaminate or separating contaminates from the product. They are working with Michigan Sea Grant and 

MSU Extension.  The tribe is interested in sport fishing, charter fishing, more tourism, and tournaments.  They are also 

pushing for green energy including wind and solar.  They want to focus on a target market, such as powering the Industrial 

Parks.  An additional economic development opportunity could include manufacturing wind turbine, solar, and other 

components, especially since the area is so close to 

Michigan Tech. 

 Build International business opportunity—The County 

is considering hiring a part-time economic development 

director. It was said that we need to actively solicit 

international companies to locate in the area.  Some other municipalities have been successful with this strategy.  Others feel 

that existing industries need more public recognition and support.  

 

“There’s something fishy about L’Anse” 
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 Expand internet-based business that can be done anywhere—The increasing possibility of working from home for a major 

company was also cited as an option, allowing people to live in a small town but earn a city-level income.  Pasquali, the school 

superintendent, is working with a Regional Skills Alliance, and says that 25% of labor in the County comes from other 

counties.  

 Discussion of the main issues for the area schools 

o Another problem cited by the school rep: core studies are now emphasized at the cost of electives, such as industrial 

arts, etc., which could prepare a workforce that doesn't require college.  As a result, coursework geared to local area 

needs gets lost in the process.  The State is taking money away from these needed skills and investing in the sciences.  

The new curriculum is focused on getting kids into college, with decreasing support for art, music, industrial education, 

and vocational education.   

o It was noted that only 70% of all white males graduate.  There is a disconnect between the skill set of graduates and the 

skill set needed for available jobs.    One size does not fit all—schools used to adjust their curriculum to meet local skill 

needs.  The group was reminded that the ultimate purpose of schooling should be employment. A pilot project in 

another state uses businesses to mentor students to help them prepare for jobs in the area. In other countries, businesses 

in the community offer a separate curriculum to prepare students for work who were not college-bound.  

o The current State regulations limit the schools—they can get past the reduced funding challenge, but it is hard to hire 

appropriate teachers.  In this county, the hardest teacher to hire, the one with greatest requirements needing to met, is 

the industrial arts teacher. Those teachers require a degree plus 4000 additional education hours. Private industry 

becomes a great temptation for those who otherwise teach this curriculum because it offers more money, fewer hassles.  

o The fear is that regulations leave little room for common sense on educational standards, and no way to value 

experience. It is not inconceivable that the local school's excellent industrial facility could sit empty for lack of a 

teacher. It's also hard to keep unmarried instructors in the area. They are more mobile than married teachers. 

o It was suggested that teachers could be lured from other countries to help fill those vacancies.  They have advertised 

overseas for job positions, but the problem is that certification requirements differ between countries.   

o Term limits for legislators is also an issue that can restrict assistance to small communities. Legislators have to leave 

their positions just as they have mastered it. As a result, there is no continuity at state level to help them understand 

schools' long term problems. 

o The local school has good collaboration with MI Works. The Regional Skills Alliances with Michigan Works have set 

up curriculum with industry, but they need to determine how to offer cross-credits in traditional subjects such as math 

and vocational/industrial training.  Work release programs are being looked at but they're more complicated to put into 

motion than in the past. 
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 ORV tourism—DNR mentioned that with the new ORV regulations, States are asking local municipalities to work with 

counties to suggest roads that should be accessible to ORV networks.  The snowmobile industry is saturated, but the ORV 

industry operates 7-8 months of the year up here, and there are many opportunities in this area for touring ORV routes.  Right 

now there is just a closed system in the Baraga Plains and the Agate Falls/Bergland-to-Sidnaw rail trail.  More trails are needed 

here.   

o Menge said that ORV trails can be developed on any State land, but the problem is sometimes getting easements 

adjacent to the State property.   

o Michigamme put in new trails along with a highway reconstruction project. 

o Tribal trails-developing the trails is not a problem.  The problem is the easements from the private landowners.  The 

representative from the Baraga County Convention and Visitors Bureau can work out liability insurance for them. 

 Hunting/Fishing—DNR says that hunting and fishing are shown to be declining in participants.  However, wildlife/bird-

watching is another possibility for growth.  There are great opportunities at the Pequaming Marsh and other areas.  We need to 

make this area a destination during migrations.   

o MARKETING is needed. 

o In the Eastern U.P., in the Cedarville/Hessel/Newberry area, there is an auto route based upon birdwatching, fishing, 

hunting, waterfalls, etc.  They are trying to link this trail to the Sault and Tawquamenon Falls Natural Scenic route.  

They are working with the tourism bureau to create needed maps.  A similar effort could take place in the 

L‘Anse/Baraga/Covington triangle as grant opportunities are available for the creation and marketing of these 

specialized routes. 

o The Office of the Great Lakes is doing a plan and investing money to promote green-based recreation. 

 Silent sports—such as kayaking, snowshoeing, mountain biking, and cross country skiing are also a big draw. 

 Interpretive Signage/Trails—Signage is needed to support area attractions.   

o However, in the past, sign-stealing has been a local problem (Mt. Arvon).   

o It was pointed out that there are brochures available.  For example, people don‘t know that there is a shipwreck in the 

area easily seen from kayaks.  Other discovery attractions are the log cribs at Pequaming. 

o Idea for long-lasting signage—make signs from routed 4 x 4 posts, set in concrete, and coated with axel grease to 

discourage theft. (Everyone loved this idea) 

o The school has applied for a grant to create trails and bird watching experiences, signage, etc.  It would be a 3 mile 

nature trail for seniors and others within the school boundaries.  They would like to explore how to tie into a larger trail 

system.  The trail features interesting terrain variations and handicapped accessible areas.  They are awaiting grant 

approval for the project. 
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o The Baraga Conservation District has a 5 year plan for public works support (work program).  With the new 

administration, public works funds may come available, especially to communities that have plans ready to go.  It was 

agreed that a wish list should be created in readiness. 

 Health Care—School and hospital systems are important when it comes to attracting people and programs to an area. 

Providing quality systems is crucial to attracting workers, along with the availability of quality community services, shopping,  

and cultural opportunities to pique their interest. 

o It is difficult to attract people to work in the school and health care system.  It is almost impossible to get doctors here 

as the spouses and other family members have difficulty finding opportunity.  An effort should take place to attract 

people from quality medical schools.   

 Michigan Works has a Trailing Spouse Service, which is a consortium of businesses, educational institutions, 

and agencies including Northern Michigan University, Marquette General Health System, Michigan Works!, 

Manpower, U. P. Health Plan, and the Lake Superior Community Partnership, along with participating 

companies.  The system works by establishing an e-mail protocol and web-based listing to allow for one-on-one 

conversations between job candidates and potential employers. 

 Infrastructure—Poor roads leading into town make a very poor first impression, therefore the Village should repave the rest 

of Broad Street and focus attention on the two entrances to the Village.  

 Marketing—It was agreed that the area needs to publicize current offerings, even using something as simple as a school 

brochure to alert potential newcomers to our strengths.  Everyone needs to do their part to market the area.   

o A new fiber optics system affords the school video conferencing capabilities.  What is needed is a focused marketing 

plan, utilizing volunteers, including students, in cooperation with the (hopeful) County economic development director.   

o The area should market to retirees, appealing to them to return to the area.  

 Intergenerational Programs 

o Senior Programs—Focus on ideas for engaging and serving particular population groups.  For example, the Red 

Hatters Club wanted to learn computer skills, so the school let them use the media center.  They also utilize the school 

hallways for walking recreation.  There is a ―wannabe‖ Gardening Club with a spring plant sale and other activities tied 

to the Lake Trout festival. 

o Youth Programs—Baraga County Youth Advisory Committee.   

 Swimming Pool—Top youth requests include a swimming pool and movie theater.  Oshkosh provides a good 

example of an operating plan and process for a pool.  There are two hotels in Baraga with swimming pools—

could they be used for area residents?  There may be a problem with the franchise.  Some ladies did hold water 

exercise classes there.  The casino pool is open to the public as well. 

 Another alternative to the pool is a splash park-lots of fun can be had in 1 inch of water, and it‘s attractive to all 

ages. 
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 Movie Theater—They need an entrepreneur, but the business requires large volume to survive.  It is hard to get 

fresh movies to a small population area.  It is possible that empty buildings could be used to show movies.  

Another potential site is the Township Hall.  Community groups could sell treats.  However, there is a problem 

with movie copyrights, and having to pay to show the movies to a public group.  This is governed by ASCAP 

(The American Society of Composers, Authors, and Publishers).  It is important to know the rules to avoid 

potential litigation.  An example of successful use is ―Club Indigo‖ in Calumet.   

 Skate Park—Char Kangas has been working on this.  A large site is needed—perhaps the corner by the Falls 

River. 

 Ice Rink—Problem is that the firemen don‘t have the time to periodically flood it.  Possible sites include Third 

Street Park, using neighbor‘s hoses?  Better idea is at the current football field, utilizing the hoses from the 

indoor ice rink so there will be no need for a warming shed. 

 Balancing environmental interests with economic interests—One of the students asked how to stop environmentalists who 

want to stop industry.  Participants responded that it is important to educate people about the issues involved, allowing benefits 

and costs to be weighed objectively.   

o There are 3 sawmills in the area, but 90% of the sawed up lumber leaves the area.  There is a need to utilize the waste 

product for economic opportunity such as sawdust pellets.  This would create a more closed-loop industry system.   

o Another opportunity is to explore complimentary businesses, such as manufacturing wood stoves, utilizing area 

welders, or creating an infrastructure for green industry.  Focus on value-added opportunities. 

 Food Systems—It is important to think about our food supply and its vulnerability in the face of rising transportation costs and 

global challenges.  The challenge to self-sufficiency here is the climate and short growing season.  In the Eastern U.P. 

(Brimley), they are using hoop houses to extend the growing season and provide year-around production opportunity, getting 

two crops per year.  They can get a larger production out of 2 hoop houses than in 20 acres of land up here. 

o Susan started a Farmer‘s Market.  There is definitely potential for agriculture in the area—it would be wise to consider 

fruit and nut trees grown in public spaces and private yards.  Abandoned orchards can be put back into use.  There is a 

need for community supported agriculture (CSA), and a food coop. 

o There are 15 varieties of high bush blueberry being grown in the Sault.  They will also sell the bushes.  There is 

Menonite farming in Baraga County. 
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Public Open House Meeting, December 1, 2008 

Members of the public from the Village of L‘Anse and L‘Anse Township were invited to imagine the future of L‘Anse in an open 

house format held at the L‘Anse School Cafetorium.  The open house included instructive displays from special interest groups such 

as Northern Options, area realtors, and the L‘Anse Warden Electric Company plant. 

T. J. Brown from Northern Options first discussed the new energy programs and energy audits expected to be implemented statewide.  

Northern Options, has united with Urban Options under a new name of Michigan Energy Options, conducts energy assessments and 

audits for residents, business, government, and institutions, and then recommends energy efficiency improvements.  They also conduct 

energy education workshops and seminars.   Participants were very interested in how they could implement energy-saving solutions 

and take advantage of any incentives for improvements.   

Continuing on the energy theme, Mike Reid, representative of the L‘Anse Warden Electric Company, presented information on the  

green energy company and its relationship to the community.  The company converted the former coal-, oil- and natural gas-fired 

generating station to run on biomass, bringing green technology to the region.  

The company utilizes material that would otherwise go to a landfill or remain 

in the forest as logging waste.  Raw materials include wood chips, paper-mill 

residue (from the neighboring CertainTeed plant and others), tire chips, 

railroad ties, construction/demolition debris, bark and twigs, etc.  This also 

results in reduced emissions compared to coal power.  More information on 

the company and its relationship to the community is included in Chapter 2:  

Green Economy.  The company, owned by parent company Traxys, has 

already proven to be a good neighbor for L‘Anse Village.  The company 

helped the community to install a drainage system on the consistently muddy 

Meadowbrook Field, paid for a new condenser at Meadowbrook Arena, and 

dredged the marina. 

Other points of discussion from the public workshop include: 

 Miscellaneous Opportunities 

o Extend the existing dock 445 feet longer (utilize existing pilings) 

o 6,000 yard maintenance dredge 

o Become an Eco-Municipality? 

o Distance jobs 

“They’ve been a tremendous 

partner, and we’re glad to have them here 

in L’Anse.” 

Bob LaFave, Village Manager, on the 

relationship with the L’Anse Warden Electric Company 
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 L’Anse as a recognized Destination—Identity Creation 

o Give people a reason to stop in L‘Anse (speed trap? – joke) 

o L‘Anse is a community suffering from ―Cruise Control Syndrome‖ 

o Signage is needed to get people‘s attention, especially those coming from the direction of Baraga and Houghton.  

There is no gateway or welcome signage there.  L‘Anse can also be seen as the ―Gateway to the Keweenaw‖. 

o Expand the Welcome Center 

o Utilize DOT Destination Studies 

o Advertise events/festivals on the TV6 message board and on a digital sign by the road? 

o ―Community of Choice‖ image 

 Downtown lakefront development 

 Embrace a working waterfront 

 Maintain beauty 

 Keep cultural resources 

 Prioritize good schools and good medical services 

 Non-transient community—a place where people want to stay 

 Retain youth with job opportunities 

 Accommodate people of diverse backgrounds 

 Allow diversity, encourage artists and entrepreneurs 

 A place for everyone 

 Recreation and Culture 

o Need more activities 

o Regional Trail system 

o Sports complex is planned behind the school, to include walking trails, soccer field, playgrounds for spontaneous 

play, and potentially an indoor pool.  This is currently under-utilized land. 

o Migratory path for birds/butterflies 

o Trail Tours—center around the Ford history, logging, mining, shipping, Native American history, Shipwrecks 

(diving) 

 Downtown Assets and Opportunities  

o Assets 

 Business district is within one block of the water 

 Aesthetic streetscape enhancements 

 Façade grant helps improve the appearance of Downtown 
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 DDA funds 5 grants up to $2,500 each, allowing an extra $500 if a Nautical or Northwoods theme is 

followed 

o Opportunities 

 Improved pedestrian connections would enable people who live in Downtown L‘Anse to live without the 

need of an automobile 

 There is a need for a hotel on the waterfront 

 Taxes are perceived as high for businesses (especially water/sewer).  Problem is that costs have gone up, but 

there are the same number of people paying, so costs go up per individual.  Need more people and 

businesses to offset this. 

 Help the community to embrace the waterfront with mixed-use development 

(commercial/residential/office)—need to change the zoning 

 Isolation, yet lack of congestion 

 Available vacant stores and buildings for retrofit 

 Infill development opportunities 

 Mixed-use development (live Downtown close to everything you need) 

 Used to have a business ombudsman and a $30,000 loan to help entrepreneurs through the start-up process, 

but this was not well known.  This ombudsman represented businesses at Village Council meetings. 

 Opportunities for Seniors and Youth 

o Need better access for senior and the disabled 

o Really need an assisted living facility within walkable distance to Downtown 

o Organization providing services to seniors who want to age in place (Community Action Group) 

o See more vocational training in schools to replace retirees 

o Educate youth to use technology and stay here to experience Quality of Life 

o Support the Tribal College as a stepping stone to a 4-year degree.  Expand the community college option with 

support by a County millage.  The facility needs to be better utilized. 

 Collaboration 

o Cooperation and pooling of assets and resources between all area municipal governments will create a higher level 

of energy (example, share equipment and services) 

o Cooperative marketing program for the region 

o Have an Association of Townships within Baraga County 

o Community Round Tables 

o School consolidation opportunities 
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 Central administration and management, not physical locations.  Not everyone would go to the same school.  

You would attend the school where you live.  This allows autonomy but a greater return on investment (tax 

dollars).  It raises the level of education.   

 There is an opportunity for consolidation of the building trades/industrial/machining trades 

Public Open House Survey Results, December 2008 

Most survey participants live in L‘Anse Township, followed by the Village.  Others were from the Village of Baraga, Baraga 

Township, Aura (in L‘Anse Township), and Baraga/Keweenaw Bay Indian Community.  Most participants work in the Village of 

L‘Anse or L‘Anse Township.  Only one worked in Baraga.  Most participants were between the ages of 41 and 64, although ages 

ranged from under 18 up to the 65-74 age group. 

There was a range of household sizes.  The majority or participants were from two person households, but there were almost as many 

people each in single or four person households.  Only two were from households of five or more people.  Over 50 percent of 

participants had no children under the age of 18 living in their home.  Others had only one or two children living in their home. 

Over 75 percent of participants have lived in the L‘Anse area for 11 years or more.  When indicating their reason for moving to 

L‘Anse, comments include: 

 Quality of life 

 Wanted to live near the water (lake) 

 Loved the look of the area and husband was transferred close by 

 Grew up here, left, and came back to care for a parent 

 Wife moved back to the area to care for elderly parents 

 Born and raised here, moved away for 7 years 

 My husband grew up here 

 Family 

 Life Long Residents 

Participants next rated level of satisfaction with L‘Anse municipal services.  Facilities and services receiving mostly “Excellent” 

ratings include water quality and service, fire department service, and ambulance/emergency service.  Those rated evenly between 

“Excellent” and “Average” include accessibility to recreation areas and police department service.  Receiving mostly an “Average” 

rating are condition of Township roads, availability of sidewalks/walking paths, public parks and recreation areas, sewer quality and 

service, internet services, quality of health care, quality of educational services, and enforcement of ordinances and regulations.  Those 
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with an equal mix of “Average” and “Poor” ratings include condition of Village roads and cell phone services.  The item with an 

overwhelming majority of “Poor” ratings is recycling services.  The one extra comment is that the police department seems to target 

the youth in the community. 

Participants were next asked to rate several factors as an existing strength (asset) or as a weakness (liability) in impacting a viable 

economy.   

Factors generally seen as existing strengths by a majority of respondents include: 

 Cost of Living/Affordability 

 Natural Resources 

 Outdoor Recreation Opportunities 

 Places that are Unique 

 K-12 Educational System 

 Public Parks and Recreation Facilities 

 Availability of Property for Development 

 Weather/Climate 

 Community Values 

Factors generally seen as existing weaknesses by a majority of respondents include: 

 Condition/Appearance of Built Structures in the Community 

 Taxes 

 Cultural and Entertainment Opportunities 

 Housing 

 Area Workforce Skills/Training 

 Condition of Roads 

 Governmental Support 

 Cooperation/Interaction Between Regional Governments 

 Available Funding to Support Business 

 Opportunity for Professional Growth 

 Community Participation/Involvement 
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Respondents were equally split on perceiving the general appearance of the highway corridor, the remoteness of the area, the available 

workforce, and communications infrastructure as an existing strength or weakness. 

Over 80 percent of the respondents own their residence.  They indicated the following housing is most needed in the community: 

 Housing community offering services for aging (medical/home health care, daily living assistance, meals, maintenance) – 

(80%) 

 Assisted living/residential care – (67%) 

 Affordable rental units – (47%) 

 Affordable for-sale units – (33%) 

 Cottage Community (small to mid-size, close together, separate garage) – (33%) 

 Attached, single family housing (Townhouses, Condos, etc) – (27%) 

 Co-Housing (shared community facilities, association) – (27%) 

 Upscale Housing – (27%) 

 Multi-Family Housing – (20%) 

 Accessory Apartments (on site of primary residence) – (20%) 

 More seasonal/vacation housing – (20%) 

 Starter second homes (time share/fractional) – (20%) 

Only 7 percent indicated that no housing is needed.  When cross tabbed by place of residence, residents of L‘Anse Village did not 

indicate a need for accessory apartments, upscale housing, more seasonal/vacation housing, or starter second homes.  Similarly, 

residents of L‘Anse Township did not indicate a need for co-housing.   

The majority of respondents were in agreement with the following statements (listed in order of highest level of agreement) 

 My community should support and encourage investment in alternative energy resources and incentives. 

 The Tribe, Village, and Township should work together for economic development. 

 I think it is important to preserve our community‘s historic past for the benefit of current and future generations and 

economic development. 

 I support the protection and preservation of environmental resources such as waterways, forests, farming, scenic views. 

 We should maintain the rural character of the Township. 

 I wish my community was more walkable and less auto dependent. 
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 We should direct new growth to areas with existing public infrastructure, preserving rural character and increasing density 

in currently built areas. (3 people were not sure about this) 

 My community needs to be more accessible for people with disabilities (4 people were not sure) 

Recreational facility support is indicated below.  Respondents were asked to rate their level of support as ―strongly support‖, 

―support‖, ―maybe‖, ―do not support‖, and ―not sure‖, with higher levels of agreement weighted for more points to produce an overall 

average rating.  Results are listed by highest level of support first, with 4 being the highest average rating that could be achieved. 

 Walking/biking trails and cross-country ski trails (3.94) 

 Mountain biking/hiking trails (3.63) 

 Scenic routes and lookouts (3.63) 

 Farmer‘s market (3.63) 

 Sport fishing (3.56) 

 Camping (3.56) 

 Public gathering/picnic areas (3.25) 

 Playgrounds (3.2) 

 Non-motorized boat rentals (3.06) 

 Dog park/dog walking trails (3) 

 Artist live/work development (2.94) 

 Outdoor ice rink (2.93) 

 Skateboard park (2.93) 

 Snowmobile/ATV/Motorbike trails (2.88) 

 Horseshoe pits (2.73) 

 Archery area (2.69) 

 Splash park (2.69) 

 Soccer fields (2.47) 

 Frisbee golf (1.93) 

Other comments suggest a snow slide or pool with competitive swim program. 

The next question explored the degree to which various issues are major community priorities.  Respondents were asked to rate each 

issue as being of ―immediate priority‖, ―on-going importance‖, ―low level importance‖, or not important.  Responses were weighted 
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according to level of priority.  Responses are summarized by level of highest average level of importance to lowest, including average 

rating.  Highest possible average rating is 3. 

 Attract new businesses to the area (2.88) 

 Support new local business start-ups (2.71) 

 Collaborative marketing of local goods/services (2.65) 

 Support existing businesses (2.59) 

 Promote/market the community (2.59) 

 Improve job training programs (2.47) 

 Additional workforce educational programs (2.41) 

 More tourism (eco-tourism, cultural-tourism, heritage tourism, sports tourism, etc) (2.29) 

 Export assistance (1.76) 

Other comments were that ―jobs and businesses are important‖, and that ―tourism jobs will be hard to fill because people need good, 

full-time jobs with benefits.  Local businesses can‘t find employees for minimum wage jobs now so why get more of these businesses? 

The next question also explores issue priority with the same priority ratings.  Responses are summarized by level of highest average 

level of importance to lowest, including average rating.  Highest possible average rating is 3. 

 Retain youth (2.47) 

 Regional cooperation between communities (2.41) 

 Attract new residents (2.35) 

 Poverty level (2.29) 

 Additional public facilities (parks, trails, schools, etc) (2.29) 

 Social problems (2.12) 

 Additional public infrastructure (roads, utilities, etc)  (2.12) 

 Consolidate services/facilities when possible (1.94) 

 K-12 educational reform (1.88) 

When cross-tabbed by place of residence, it should be noted that respondents that live in L‘Anse Township are much less concerned 

about consolidating services and facilities in comparison to Village residents.  However, Township residents were much more 

concerned about the need for public facilities such as parks, trails, and schools than Village residents. 
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Respondents were next asked to rate the importance of different factors to their idea of a favorite place.  Responses were rated as 

either ―very important‖, ―somewhat important‖, or ―not important‖.  Responses are summarized by level of highest average level of 

importance to lowest, including average rating.  Highest possible average rating is 3. 

 Abundant natural resources/scenic views (2.94) 

 Near the water (2.75) 

 Variety of activity (2.75) 

 Feeling of security (2.75) 

 Sport/physical activities (2.75) 

 Being outdoors (2.75) 

 Combination of child and adult appropriate entertainment (2.6) 

 Feeling of seclusion/privacy (2.44) 

 Availability of food/drink (2.44) 

 Authentic experience/feeling that it‘s a real place (2.44) 

 Nighttime accessibility (after work hours) (2.38) 

 Cultural/art activities (2.38) 

 Shopping nearby (2.38) 

 Meeting/social gathering place (2.31) 

 Exercise opportunity (2.31) 

 Sense of historic importance (2.25) 

 People watching opportunity (2.06) 

 Personal care/spa activities (2.06) 

 I can walk there from home/work (2.06) 

Additional comment was ―why not some water slides, start out small then expand, great for tourism, part-time job for young adults‖.  

When asked to list desired products and services not available in close proximity, comments included movie theater, good restaurants, 

comedy shows, sports bars (nice ones!), market with specialty foods, shopping, Asian or Thai food, expanded public library, indoor 

musical/art entertainment, arts/crafts classes, and concerts.  One respondent suggested a bottled water plant, saying ―we buy it from 

other states and they make the money, when we have one of the cleanest lakes in the world and in abundance‖. 

Respondents were then asked their level of agreement with statements regarding big-box, national chain retail development.  Answers 

are summarized here by place of residence, as attitudes differed from Village and Township residents.  Village residents were in 

complete agreement that these retailers should have to conform to the community‘s vision for good design and appropriate location, 
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while Township residents were equally split between those who agree and those who have mixed feelings.  Overall level of agreement 

with this statement for all participants was 2.65 out of 3. 

Statement ―I think the community should actively solicit them because they will bring needed jobs and products/services to the 

community.‖  More Village residents had mixed feelings about this (average rating 2 of 3) while most Township participants agreed 

(rating 2.38).  Overall level of agreement with this statement for all participants was 2.35 out of 3. 

Statement ―I object to them because they jeopardize local businesses.‖  Village residents were more in agreement than Township 

residents, however overall level of agreement with this statement for all participants was only 2.06 out of 3. 

Statement ―I object to them because they make my community look like "Anywhere USA" instead of someplace unique.‖  The 

communities had similar feelings on this issue, with an overall level of agreement with this statement for all participants of 2.24 out of 

3. 

Statement ―There should be a place for both local and national businesses in my community.‖  Overall level of agreement with this 

statement for all participants was 2.59 out of 3. 

When asked if the negatives (of big-box retail development) outweigh the positives, Village residents were equally split between 

agreement and disagreement, with one of mixed feelings.  Township residents had a majority in disagreement, with 2 uncertain.  It 

seems that Township residents are more in favor of big box retail.  Overall level of agreement with this statement for all participants 

was only 1.65 out of 3, so generally respondents were not in agreement that the negatives outnumber the positives; however there 

were several ―mixed feelings‖ or ―unsure‖ responses. 

When asked if the positives outweigh the negatives, responses seemed more equally split between agreement and disagreement, with 

some either mixed feelings or unsure.   

One person said that they ―quit shopping when chains came into my former hometown.  It‘s boring.  Can‘t find the ‗unique‘.‖ 

Next respondents were asked to indicate their level of agreement with statements regarding commercial development along the 

highway corridor.   

Statement ―The highway corridors are the artery of the community and present the most logical place for new commercial 

development.‖  Overall level of agreement with this statement for all participants was only 2.47 out of 3, a pretty strong level of 

agreement which was slightly higher for Township participants. 
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Statement ―Highway commercial development is inevitable and will help the community to survive/grow.‖  Overall level of 

agreement was only slightly lower at 2.44 of 3.    This seems to suggest support this kind of development. 

Statement ―I think that improvements such as more landscaping and screening of parking/equipment need to be required of new 

highway commercial development.‖  Clearly there was more agreement with this statement in the Village (rating 2.8 of 3) than the 

Township (rating 2.25 of 3).  Overall level of agreement with this statement for all participants was 2.41 out of 3. 

Statement ―I object to highway commercial development because I think we need to concentrate development in places with existing 

public infrastructure to increase fiscal efficiency.‖  There was much less level of agreement in the Township than the Village on this 

issue, but overall rating is still very low at 1.76 of 3. 

Statement ―I object to highway commercial development because it is generally automobile dependent, not accessible to people who 

don't have cars, and doesn't support walking.‖  Again, there is much less agreement from Township residents who probably accept the 

need to utilize automobiles for reaching basic amenities and jobs due to a lack of support infrastructure.  However, overall level of 

agreement on this issue is higher at 2.06 of 3. 

Statement ―I object to new highway commercial development because it encourages the abandonment versus rehabilitation of existing 

buildings and infrastructure.‖  Many more Village residents were in agreement with this statement than Township residents, which is 

to be expected from a municipality with a need to rehabilitate its Downtown.  Overall level of agreement with this statement is low at 

1.82 of 3. 

Next, respondents were asked to list the top 3 reasons they like to live in their community.  Responses include the following 

(parenthesis indicates number of responses): 

 People (friendliness)—almost everyone knows each other (8) 

 Small size/rural (4) 

 Lake (4) 

 Family (family history)/Friends (4) 

 Nature/environment/outdoors (4) 

 Safety/Security (3) 

 Natural beauty of the area (3) 

 Great recreation opportunities (2) 

 Quality of life/lifestyle (2) 

 Affordability (2) 
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 Year round good place to live 

 Can do many errands in an hour! 

 Small classroom sizes 

 Access to lakefront for locals 

 Still large enough to support businesses 

 Opportunity for growth 

 Area 

Next, respondents were asked to list the top 3 things the community needs to improve.  Responses include the following (parenthesis 

indicates number of responses): 

 Jobs-full time, benefits (7) 

 More business (3) 

 Larger, deeper marina (2) 

 Hospital, medical care (2) 

 Jobs for youth 

 Downtown Development 

 Open an animal shelter in the County 

 Walkability 

 Streets beyond Downtown 

 Youth activities 

 Roads 

 Sidewalks 

 Bike and walking trails 

 Recreation 

 Downtown lakefront living spaces 

 People need to have open minds to change 

 Social functions 

 Produce availability 

 Restaurants 

 Keep taxes and utilities down 

 Things to do 

 Shopping choices 

 Communication between local government and 

citizens 

 Better education/schools 

 Community awareness to help the needy 

 Be more self-sufficient 

 Housing 

 Retention of youth 

 Advertise-promotion of assets to other States 

 Housing loans 

 More landscaping 

 

When asked what, if anything, would make them move to another community, comments included: 

 Work/job opportunity/employment (4) 
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 Nothing/Never, my husband drives 3 hours per day for work!!  We love it that much! (3) 

 Access to specialty food markets, entertainment, culture, shopping, availability of so many things.  Good restaurants! 

 Easy access to cultural, recreational, and historical assets. 

 Too many tourists. 

 Increasing taxing and utilities. 

 Probably only a better paying job, but with the same kind of atmosphere that we have here. 

Ideas to appeal to and engage the youth/young adult population include: 

 Grow the community 

 Provide for their entertainment (4) 

 Help them find local jobs (4) 

 Skate parks 

 Keep cops from harassing them 

 Community Center 

 Arcade 

 Bowling 

 Smoke free environments 

 More shopping areas 

 Ask them 

 A problem we need to find a solution for 

 Give them something constructive to do.  Offer job training for those that cannot go to college. 

 Have a day just for them.  Downtown.  Maybe batting cages, basketball courts, skateboard ramps.  This is how kids learn to 

get involved, give them a government day so that they learn what goes on and what it takes to run a Village. 

Ideas to appeal to/engage the senior population include: 

 Free to more economical 

 More services and care 

 Better housing which should include golf courses, recreation, etc. 

 Support – whether it be financial or help with living day to day 

 Provide a community that they can afford to live in 

 Healthcare 

 I think we already do – but could use more upscale downtown housing, assisted living 

 You can live in Downtown L‘Anse without owning a car, a big plus for seniors and handicapped 

 We need solutions! 

 Not sure 
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 Give them a ballroom dance, with music from their generations 

 Let them have a weekly article in the Sentinel where they can tell of their experiences growing up or other advice on 

anything 

Township Challenges Summary 

Following is a brief summary of the public input for this master plan.  By far the most frequent comments for enhancement across the 

economic, built, social, and natural environments were for public recreational trails and trail networks of various kinds.  

County Input 

Overall, waterfront development, recreation, and tourism opportunities including trails and bike paths are viewed as high priority 

investments within the County.  Other priorities follow:   

Economic Environment 

 Collaborate for economic development area-wide. 

 Promote tourism strengths including water resources, changing seasons (fall colors), national and state parks, local 

waterfront parks, wild berries, beaches, hunting and fishing, wildlife, Sturgeon Gorge, area trails, area history, and unique 

assets like the sweet rolls at the Hilltop Restaurant. 

 Capitalize on economic development opportunities in collaboration with area governments including KBIC.  Utilize 

resources at Michigan Technological University.  Opportunities include internet businesses, business incubators, value-

added forest products, metal fabrication, fiberglass manufacturing, and unique shops.  Assets include the publicly-owned 

waterfront, labor force, and work ethic.  Special concerns include road restrictions, distance to market, a need for balanced 

growth, and environmental management.  Strategies include a marketing plan.  There is a concern for more jobs 

Built Environment 

 Enhance area signage and address wayfinding. 

 The public has strong support for historic site preservation. 

Social Environment 

 Address citizen concerns with disposal of household items, appliances, and household chemicals.  Improve local recycling 

options. 

 Address the recreational needs of an older population. 
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Natural Environment 

 Traditional opportunities such as sight-seeing, beaches, cross-country skiing, hiking, fishing, hunting, and snowmobiling 

were recognized as assets.   

 Protect public access in lakefront development. 

Township Input 

Economic Environment 

 Ideas for collaboration include cooperative regional marketing and community round-tables. 

 There is an opportunity to enhance the Township‘s waterfront both for recreation and residential development. 

 The community is interested in sport-fishing opportunities, and suggested a marketing theme, ―There‘s something fishy 

about L‘Anse . . .‖  Promote green-based recreation like bird and wildlife viewing. 

 Promote a local food system. 

 Collaborate to enhance the business and educational environments.   

o Extend local business hours and provide local entrepreneurial assistance.  Support internet businesses and value-added 

opportunities as opposed to raw materials.  Look into closed-loop industry systems.   

o Match curriculum to local skill needs to promote relevancy and further education in those who are not college-bound. 

 

Built Environment 

 Implement wayfinding and interpretive signage and information kiosks or maps. 

 Spruce up public facilities and add picnic facilities.  Continue to invest in the waterfront and other scenic areas.   

 Market the Industrial areas in order to draw businesses to the Township. 

 Enhance public access to water resources and invest in local pedestrian and bike trail networks. 

 There is a need to maintain housing affordability and to address the transitional residential needs of seniors.  Look at the 

feasibility of an assisted living facility within walking distance of shopping and other services.  Survey respondents (who 

were generally an older age demographic) chose the top housing opportunity as assisted living.  Most people wish to stay 

in the area if they can.   

Social Environment 

 There is a need for a family, community, or social center.  If the courthouse is vacated, this may be a good place. 

 Address the need for additional cemetery space. 

There is a need to update area ordinances, including zoning. 
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Chapter 5:  Land Use Planning Trends and Critical Development Issues 
This Chapter provides an analysis of historic and current land use trends and patterns in the Township and the region.  Factors 

impacting land use are presented.  Township opportunities are discussed in relation to potential land use conflicts and limitations, 

development and redevelopment prospects, corridor and mixed-use design considerations, and waterfront and conservation 

development best practices.  

Factors Influencing Land Use 

 Some factors influencing land use include the public interest, transportation infrastructure, land ownership, land value, natural 

environmental conditions, and economics.  Local government action at all levels (federal, state, county, and local) plays an important 

role in land use through regulation and public investment.  Public investment in schools, parks, roads, water and sewer extensions, etc 

all provide opportunity for development, and will often determine what type of development will occur.  The natural environment 

impacts land development because of topography, soil conditions, drainage potential, and tract size.  Conservation land placed into 

public ownership provides recreational uses.   

Local governments are endowed with the ultimate authority for controlling land use through zoning laws and building and sanitation 

codes.  This establishes parameters within which development can occur.  One factor complicating coordinated implementation of 

future land use plans is the lack of zoning regulations or enforcement in the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community lands and the Village 

of Baraga.  It is important that future land use decisions be realistic in light of the ability of local governments to provide essential 

public services in a fiscally responsible manner.   

Public Interest 

Land use is influenced by social or public purposes and interests such as conservation, recreation, preservation of heritage sites and 

viewsheds, development of a sustainable community, creation of affordable housing, provision of public services, and enhancement of 

job opportunities.  It is the responsibility of local government officials to be aware of various local interests, and to enact balanced 

policies and regulations to further the public welfare.  An extensive public participation process supported the framework for this 

master plan and future land use plan, and findings are documented in Chapter 4.  

Transportation 

L‘Anse Village and surrounding areas of the Townships originally developed as a transportation hub on a Great Lakes waterway 

serving as a gateway for the export of natural resources.  It is still very important to preserve and enhance the rail and port 

transportation modes in the Township, and to maintain the highway system that has become the most vital regional commercial link. 
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Land Ownership 

The interests of property owners often dictate land use.  Figure 5-1 

details property ownership as of 2008.  It establishes ownership 

categories including civic organizations (light blue), the hospital (light 

purple – shown in the former location in L‘Anse Village), 

utility/energy companies (medium tan), public schools (dark 

periwinkle blue), the local economic development corporation 

(yellow), KBIC (black), the County (bright pink), the State (purple), 

L‘Anse Township (bright green), and the Village of L‘Anse (light 

bright green).  The rest of the private property is categorized by the 

address of the owners, such as an owner with a L‘Anse address 

(orange), other Upper Peninsula address (light yellow), or out-of-the-

area ownership (red).  The brick color indicates out of area ownership 

by BPB Manufacturing.  Grey areas are owned by Kennecott 

Minerals.  Muted green areas are owned by various timber and paper 

companies whose ownership is based in the Upper Peninsula.  Tribal 

ownership, among other properties, may have changed.   The out-of-

area ownership category is important because absentee ownership is 

sometimes a problem when it comes to property maintenance or 

redevelopment options.   

As can be seen in the map, the majority of the out-of-area ownership 

in the Village is related to CertainTeed Corporation, which is 

obviously not an absentee owner situation.  Most of the private land in 

the Village is owned by L‘Anse residents, and almost all of the public 

land is owned by the Village or L‘Anse School District.  The Village 

owns key properties that are parks, public facilities, natural areas, and 

government buildings.  Some land in Village ownership is also for the 

development of commercial, office, or industrial opportunity.  The 

EDC and KBIC also own land for commercial or industrial 

opportunity.  The property in hospital ownership will likely change 

hands soon as the property is transitioned into another use. 

Figure 5-1: L’Anse Township Property Ownership 
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In L‘Anse Township rural areas, much of the land is owned by the State of Michigan, U.P. timber companies, other U.P. owners, 

people with a L‘Anse address, or local governments including KBIC.  Out-of-area ownership shows up along the shoreline of 

Keweenaw Bay and inland lakes, near the U.S.-41 corridor, and in rural areas that may contain recreational camps.  KBIC ownership 

is still largely a checkerboard pattern of ownership, creating difficulty for them in their efforts to consolidate land use into a systems 

or corridor approach.  Based on the amount of property owned, the land use practices of timber companies can have a large impact on 

the character of L‘Anse Township.  As the viability of these businesses fluctuates, ownership may be expected to change hands, 

therefore impacting land use.   

Land Value 

The amount that a person is willing to pay for property is related to its intended land use and locational qualities.  Land in core areas 

with existing infrastructure and land suitable for development is generally valued highest.  Land adjacent to water bodies is also 

generally high in value.   

Figure 5-2 illustrates the state equalized value of property per category in L‘Anse Township (including L‘Anse Village).  Agricultural 

property currently accounts for only 2 percent of the value of L‘Anse Township.  Within Baraga County, the municipalities with the 

highest agricultural property values are Baraga and Covington Townships. 

L‘Anse Township maintains the 

greatest proportion of value of 

commercial, industrial, residential, and 

personal property in Baraga County.  

Most of the timber-cutover real 

property is located in Arvon, 

Covington, and L‘Anse Townships.  

From 2006 to 2009, the Township 

proportion of County property values 

declined slightly from 35 percent to 33 

percent, although total real and 

personal property values in the 

Township increased in this three year 

period.   

State Equalized Values L'Anse 

Township
2006

Percent of 

County
2009

Percent of 

County

Agricultural Property 198,552$           2% 199,497$             2%

Commercial Real Property 10,281,630$     63% 9,935,705$          56%

Industrial Real Property 8,661,639$        59% 10,926,996$       60%

Residential Real Property 64,814,771$     33% 75,651,936$       30%

Timber-Cutover Real Property 6,765,153$        24% 7,522,445$          22%

Personal Property 8,503,013$        47% 11,225,658$       53%

Total Real and Personal Property 99,224,758$    35% 115,462,237$    33%

Baraga Total 283,602,138$  348,818,172$    

Figure 5-2: L’Anse Township State Equalized Values 
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Natural Environment 

The physical environment impacts land use through soil suitability, 

topographic, and hydrological factors, and limitations based on 

environmentally sensitive areas, wildlife habitat, and hazardous substances.  

These factors were explored in the Township Resources section (Natural 

Environmental Resources) and contribute to an understanding of future land 

use options. 

Economics 

Economic considerations must often be weighed against other considerations 

as detailed above in determining land use patterns.  The contemporary 

economic outlook impacts future development decisions.  Baraga County currently presents a challenging economic outlook with high 

unemployment and low wages.  Job opportunities are limited and it is difficult to attract large, one-stop facilities.  There is a need for 

affordable housing, yet this may not be the kind of opportunity that would present itself as an attractive development opportunity 

unless financial incentives are involved.  The drive for new job creation, the preferences of area investors, and the need for tax 

revenues impact local land use decisions.  A municipality can‘t exist on a residential property tax base alone.  Property is usually 

developed or redeveloped into the land use that provides the highest return for the property owner while still meeting the restrictions 

of local land regulation.  Local governments can impact future development trends by subsidizing a particular development type that 

may not yet be economically viable, yet is in the public interest. 

 

  

  

“It is the duty of officials at every 

level of government to help protect the air, 

water, and land from pollution, impairment, 

or destruction.” 

Michigan Environmental Protection 

Act 
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Past Land Cover Trends 

In general, land use patterns in 

Baraga County have remained 

stable over time.  Figure 5-3 

illustrates the extent of land 

uses by category for Baraga 

County for the years 1978 and 

1992. 

There is some difficulty in 

comparing the data as 

categories were changed and 

interpretation may vary.  The 

1992 data set was created from 

the United States Geological 

Survey (USGS) National Land 

Cover Data.  The 1978 MIRIS 

data set represents a 

compilation of data from 

County and regional planning 

commissions or their 

subcontractors as originated to 

the Michigan Department of 

Natural Resources and 

manipulated by the Michigan 

State University Center for 

Remote Sensing and GIs and 

by MDNR.  

 

The data suggests that there has been an increase in wooded wetlands, non-wooded wetlands, and permanent pasture and that there 

was a decrease in residential properties.   

Land Use Category 1978 Acres 1978% Land Use Category 1992 Acres 1992%

Broadleaf Forest 393,411.890 67.07% Broadleaf Forest 239,827 43.64%

Coniferous Forest 110,622.535 18.86% Coniferous Forest 85,012 15.47%

Wooded Wetlands 32,786.071 5.59% Wooded Wetlands 98,289 17.88%

Shrub Rangeland 10,036.483 1.71% Mixed Forest 77,047 14.02%

Crops & Pasture 9,368.518 1.60% Crops & Pasture 11,175 2.03%

Lakes 8,367.521 1.43% Open Water 11,369 2.07%

Herbaceous Rangeland 6,009.668 1.02% Herbaceous Rangeland 789 0.14%

Non-Wooded Wetlands 5,648.834 0.96% Non-Wooded Wetlands 13,447 2.45%

Permanent Pasture 4,258.689 0.73% Permanent Pasture 7,689 1.40%

Residential 2,293.146 0.39% Residential 541 0.10%

Savannah 658.395 0.11% Savannah

Streams 640.223 0.11% Streams

Extractive 529.560 0.09% Extractive 49 0.01%

Reservoirs 354.430 0.06% Reservoirs

Transportation, 

Communication, Utility
327.367 0.06%

Transportation, 

Communication, Utility

Commercial 326.261 0.06% Commercial

Industrial 244.104 0.04% Industrial

Open & Other 211.756 0.04% Open & Other 43 0.01%

Bare Exposed Rock 149.491 0.03% Bare Exposed Rock 6 0.001%

Other Agriculture 135.851 0.02% Other Agriculture

Beaches/Riverbanks 118.566 0.02% Beaches/Riverbanks

Orchards 66.968 0.01% Orchards

Confined Feeding 9.811 0.00% Transitional 3,627 0.66%

Total Acres 586576.138 Total Acres 549,616

706 0.13%

Figure 5-3: Historic Land Use Trends Baraga County 
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Figure 5-4 further summarizes the information by simplifying and combining categories.  This summary shows a decrease in forest 

lands, increase in wetlands, increase in total agriculture/pasture and mostly stable total built environment and water areas.  See the 

maps in Figure 5-5 for illustration of this data. 

 

  

Total Forest 504,034.425 85.9% Total Forest 401,886 73.1%

Total Wetlands 38,434.905 6.6% Total Wetlands 111,736 20.3%

Total Water 9,362.174 1.6% Total Water 11,369 2.1%

Total Built Environment 3,720.438 0.6% Total Built Environment 1,296 0.2%

Total Agriculture/Pasture 13,839.837 2.4% Total Agriculture/Pasture 18,864 3.4%

1978 Summary 1992 Summary

Figure 5-4: Historic Land Use Summary 
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Figure 5-5: Historic Land Use Baraga County 
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Regional Patterns 

L‘Anse Township contains the Village of L‘Anse, and is adjacent to 

Arvon, Spurr, Covington, and Baraga Townships in Baraga County, 

and Michigamme Township in Marquette County. L‘Anse Township 

is also bordered by Lake Superior.  It is very important to coordinate 

long-term planning initiatives with adjacent and nearby jurisdictions 

including the Village of Baraga.  It is also important to coordinate 

planning efforts with the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community, 

because the L‘Anse Reservation exists in portions of L‘Anse 

Township, L‘Anse Village, Baraga Township, and Baraga Village, 

among other jurisdictions.  L‘Anse Village is involved in a 

concurrent process to develop a Master Plan and Zoning Ordinance 

update, and efforts have been taken to focus on joint concerns, 

opportunities, and processes to ensure a more comprehensive view 

and plan for a continuous and complimentary development pattern.  

KBIC is also concurrently preparing a Land Use Management Plan.  

It is important to create a consistent regulatory environment to 

increase opportunities for shared enforcement, and to encourage 

development through consistent practices.  

Neighboring Jurisdictions 

L’Anse Village 

The Village of L‘Anse has developed its Future Land Use Plan to be 

consistent with Smart Growth and Sustainable Development 

policies, and incorporates environmental protection strategies.  The 

Village plans for a comprehensive mix of Future Land Uses.  The 

Village has decided to incorporate a mixed-use category to ensure 

diverse residential opportunities to promote a vibrant downtown, and 

to allow the continuation or development of neighborhood-serving 

non-residential uses.  Mixed-residential types are promoted in more 

parts of the Village.  Additional residential development is planned 

Figure 5-6: Future Land Use L’Anse Village 
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for northern portions of the Village, and additional business/light industry or general industry is planned in the two areas off the 

corridor at the western and eastern sides of the Village.  Most natural areas are designated to remain natural, including the areas along 

the Falls River and Linden Creek. 

Baraga Township 

According to the Baraga Township Land Use Plan of 2007, the land adjoining the western boundary of L‘Anse Township includes the 

future land uses of ―Lakeshore Residential Recreational‖ along the south shore of Keweenaw Bay, a small ―Mixed-Use‖ area below 

that, and ―Forest Resource‖ along the remainder of the boundary with L‘Anse Township.  The ―Forest Resource‖ is generally part of 

the Copper Country State Forest or is owned by forest industry interests.  It seems unlikely that the Lakeshore Residential or Mixed-

Use areas will evolve unless a strategy is developed for wetland mitigation, and this is area contains a beautiful and extensive wetland 

that provides habitat for many species and also serves to protect the water quality of Keweenaw Bay which is the area‘s drinking water 

resource.   

Only small pockets of Commercial and Industrial future land uses are planned in Baraga Township, and they are located along Bear 

Town Road northwest of the Village of Baraga, along M-38 and U.S. 41, and in clustered areas of existing outlying development areas 

(such as Pelkie).  These uses are intermingled with strips of mixed-use development.   

Most of the land area in Baraga Township is either controlled by the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community or is in public Federal or 

State ownership, or is planned for agricultural/residential use, although most farms have fallen into disuse at present.  The Sturgeon 

River passes through the east-central portion of Baraga Township, and is associated with a considerable amount of flood plain and 

wetland areas limiting development.   

The plan states that economic development should be controlled so as not to violate the integrity of the environment which is a key 

factor supporting the quality of life of residents and attracting visitors, future residents, and businesses.  Environmental assets include 

the scenic corridor with views of Keweenaw Bay, the Huron Mountains, and Lake Superior. 

Keweenaw Bay Indian Community 

The L‘Anse Reservation of the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community (KBIC) consists of a little over 92 square miles, divided into about 

68 square miles in L‘Anse Township, 19 square miles in Baraga Township, 2.5 square miles in Arvon Township, 2 square miles in the 

Village of Baraga, and 0.5 square mile in the Village of L‘Anse.  The majority of development on the L‘Anse Reservation is 

concentrated in and around the Village of Baraga, portions of L‘Anse Township and Baraga Township bordering the Village of 

L‘Anse and Village of Baraga, and the community of Zeba north of L‘Anse.  KBIC does not currently have zoning regulations, and 
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allows lands that are not directly controlled by the Tribe to remain subject to existing regulations of associated jurisdictions within 

reservation boundaries, including Baraga Township, L‘Anse Township, and the Village of L‘Anse.  KBIC is currently creating a Land 

Use Management Plan that will detail future land use patterns on the reservation.  It is unclear at this time what mechanisms may be 

put into place to implement this plan, however, it is likely that the future land uses as detailed in the Village of L‘Anse and L‘Anse 

Township plans will be consistent with and complimentary to the values and vision of the Tribe as the plans have been developed 

concurrently with cross-communication between jurisdictions.  

Township Current Land Use and Development Patterns 

L‘Anse Township‘s overall land use pattern reflects a rural character with a low level of development and extensive forested areas.  

Much of the land in the Township is in State or Federal ownership, or placed in Commercial Forest Reserve, so opportunities abound 

for open space and natural resource-based recreation, leaving little land available for development.  Much of the commercial 

development in the Township is currently along the U.S.-41 corridor.  Residential development is scattered throughout the Township, 

however, the density is greatest adjacent to the Village of L‘Anse and the shoreline of Lake Superior.  Most development potential is 

located along the U.S.-41 corridor, along the Lake Superior shoreline, and adjacent to Village boundaries.  Figure 5-7 illustrates 

L‘Anse Township current land use. 

Current land uses in the Township are generally complimentary to those of the Village, although agricultural opportunities could be 

enhanced to serve both municipalities.  The relocation of Baraga County Memorial Hospital from the Village to the Township will 

divert some office uses and traffic away from the Village.  Uses in the Township along the U.S.-41 corridor leading into the Village 

are generally a mix of strip commercial development and single-family residential.  This corridor is important as a regional gateway, 

and is an opportunity for enhancement activities.   

Strip commercial development, sometimes called sprawl, bring inherent disadvantages to the community.  This form of development 

can undermine the function and safety of the highway corridor without carefully implemented access management standards because 

of a proliferation of driveways and other access points.  Additionally, it is less economical to provide services to a strip development 

than a denser, clustered development.  Strip development is less convenient to customers who cannot park once and shop at several 

destinations.  There is less opportunity to incorporate non-motorized forms of transit and public transportation since there are 

multitudes of destinations necessitating multiple stops.  The highway currently has a cluttered, inconsistent land use pattern which is 

less aesthetically appealing.  Use clusters provide greater opportunity for pedestrian amenities and landscaping enhancements that 

create a more pleasing environment.   For these reasons, the Township plans to focus commercial and industrial opportunities at major 

intersections along the highway corridor, and to incorporate denser residential development within walking or biking distance of these 

employment and shopping centers.  Because the Village is largely built out, large commercial development opportunities may be 
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drawn to the Township due to the availability of vacant land, although the Village has available land on its western border along the 

corridor between the Villages of Baraga and L‘Anse. 
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L‘Anse Township current land 

uses as shown in Figure 5-7 

include (KBIC ownership shown 

in parcels with large black dot 

pattern): 

Federal Forest (dark green with 

light green pattern) 

Agriculture/Forestry (dark 

green) 

State Forest (light green with 

dark green pattern) 

Local Recreation (turquoise 

with dark green pattern) 

Parks and Recreation (bright 

green) 

Residential (yellow) 

Multi-Family (light orange) 

Mixed-Use (Orange, dotted or 

not) 

Industrial (dark purple) 

Institutional (Dark purple) 

Golf Course (grey) 

Baraga County Services (light 

purple) 

Wetland (white with blue 

pattern) 

 

  

Figure 5-7: L’Anse 

Township Current Land Use  
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Existing and Potential Land Use Conflicts and Limitations 

Natural features such as soil types, topography, and wetlands place limitations on responsible development.  Development limitations 

include the availability of public water and sewer facilities to serve more dense development.  Alternatives include properly 

engineered natural systems, which have successfully been utilized in dense urban environments.  Proper maintenance of these systems 

is vitally important, and the cold climate must also be considered in design of these systems.   

Another development limitation is land ownership and interests.  These may not always satisfy the public goals and objectives, and for 

this reason, L‘Anse Township may need to consider gaining ownership of key development properties to ensure future development 

plans. 

Land use is also constrained by the presence of known environmental contamination that is a threat to human health and safety.  Not 

only should decision bodies be aware of existing site contamination, they should be aware of the potential for environmental 

contamination associated with certain future land uses.  Special approval standards must be implemented to assure minimal threat 

from the development of these potentially hazardous uses, such as uses that store or utilize chemicals and other hazardous substances, 

or uses that store, repair, or recycle vehicles.     

The most important limitation for development should be a conscious attention and collaborative consensus approach to preserving 

irreplaceable natural resources including prime and unique farmlands, productive forestland, scenic views, and wildlife habitat.  

Conservation zoning and design can allow development to occur in a less land consumptive way while permanently protecting these 

valuable resource areas and maintaining a network of connections between conservation lands.  It provides a fair and equitable way to 

balance conservation and development goals.   

There are currently only scattered small land use conflicts in L‘Anse Township.  Most scenic views from the bluffs have not yet been 

impeded by development.  There are no land use conflicts with surrounding jurisdictions at this time.   

However, there are concerns that land uses adjacent to existing wetlands, woodlands, the Falls River, Linden Creek, and Lake 

Superior may negatively impact scenic value, water quality, and wildlife habitat.  These concerns should be addressed through 

appropriate buffers, proper stormwater management practices, monitoring of septic tanks, and attention to the preservation of 

contiguous wildlife corridors with access to water resources.  Land characteristics such as soil types (prime farmlands, hydric soils) 

and topography should be respected in the development of land in a low-impact, sustainable, and low-maintenance manner (using 

resilient native plants when possible).  Development of this type will prove more economically sustainable in a lower energy future.  

Future development with intense energy requirements and a dependence on fossil fuels will conflict with a locally resilient model, 

representing a risk of future closure and unemployment. 
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Aesthetic conflicts exist along the highway corridor, including numerous disparate billboards and the storage of junk in front yards.  

This kind of visual clutter conflicts with the rural aesthetics of the natural environment, degrades the quality of the Township 

community gateway (highway corridor), and discourages further investment potential.   

Development and Redevelopment Opportunities  

Pequaming historically hosted a beautiful tight-knit community, and has the potential to be redeveloped into a resilient neighborhood 

cluster.  With its outstanding scenic resources along Lake Superior, the site lends itself to the development of a mixed-use 

conservation development supported by local energy production sources and local food production systems.  Specialty educational 

facilities such as technical, vocational, culinary, medicinal, or horticultural/agricultural schools could provide employment and 

cultural opportunities for residents.  The site could host an arboretum, botanical garden, butterfly garden, aviary, or similar such 

attraction.  In cooperation with KBIC, a mixed-use development could be built around an arts or cultural attraction incorporating 

live/work incubator facilities for area artists.  Museum opportunities could include the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community history, 

immigrant history (as evidenced in the Pequaming cemetery), or industrial history (utilizing the surviving remnants of the Ford 

culture).  Sensitively built interpretive wetland trails could connect Pequaming with the KBIC fisheries, community of Zeba, Village 

of L‘Anse, and the Village of Baraga.  This sort of trail system would be a regional destination, and could support alternative lodging 

choices such as yurts, cabins, Bed & Breakfast establishments, or even small cottages reminiscent of the Ford history. 

L‘Anse Township has opportunities for large scale business and industrial development along the undeveloped US-41 corridor north 

of the L‘Anse Golf Club and adjacent to the new hospital facility.  This development should be regulated to encourage the clustering 

of complementary uses for increased commercial viability and for efficiency in land use and service provision.  Strip development 

should be discouraged in favor of a campus-type design with internal circulation systems.  This will preserve the function and capacity 

of the highway corridor and provide a more pleasing economic environment.  Large scale development should preserve and 

incorporate sensitive natural areas into the site design, and utilize natural, biological stormwater management techniques whenever 

possible.  There are also underutilized existing buildings along the US-41 corridor that await redevelopment, and could provide 

business incubator opportunities for new light manufacturing or commercial uses.  It would also be beneficial to encourage the 

development of a mix of housing types for a mix of income and age groups adjacent to the new hospital.   

Corridor and Mixed-Use Design Considerations 

This plan suggests that corridor development is best accomplished through creating mixed-use clusters with internal circulation 

systems along the highway corridor, while preserving sensitive natural areas and wildlife habitat.  Highway access should be limited 

by the principles of access management, with access points allowed no more frequently than one per 300 feet.  Preferably, shared 

access and internal circulation systems will be developed for adjacent developments along the highway corridor, or for mixed-use 

complexes or business parks. 
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When designing these business or industrial clusters, it is important to consider the following: 

 Establish internal relationships to link various components to each other and to the public space.  Built environment 

interconnections include parking areas, sidewalks, roadways, and other internal circulation systems.  Natural environment 

interconnections include pedestrian or bicycle trails and greenways. 

 Establish current and future connections to surrounding development. Border at least one side of the development with 

something other than parking to integrate it with surrounding areas.   

 Create a balanced streetscape on both sides of each street, rather than parking on one side and buildings on the other. 

 Consider limiting front parking to one row, with a majority of the parking to the side or rear with the service areas so that  it 

doesn‘t dominate the landscape.  An alternative is to place large parking lots at the perimeter, and utilize on-street parking or 

smaller lots which can be more easily concealed in the interior.  Surround parking lots with berms or natural landscaped areas, 

gardens, greenways, trails, or natural stormwater management plantings to buffer visual impact.  Use edible landscaping such a 

berry bushes when possible.  Don‘t forget to create convenient and safe pedestrian connections between parking facilities and 

uses. 

 Use locational, directional, and tenant signage to direct people to various uses. 

 Orient buildings to take advantage of solar orientation as much as possible. 

 Allow for wireless telecommunication systems. 

Waterfront Development Considerations 

Development alters land surface by replacing natural cover with roof tops, roads, parking lots, driveways, and sidewalks.  These hard 

surfaces are generally impermeable to rainfall, and are known as impervious cover.  According to the publication, ―Better Site Design:  

A Handbook for Changing Development Rules in Your Community‖, recent watershed research has shown that impervious cover has 

a profound and often irreversible impact on the quality of aquatic resources, and thus the vitality and resiliency of ecosystems.  It 

states that, ―More than thirty different scientific studies have documented that stream, lake, and wetland quality declines more sharply 

when impervious cover in upstream watersheds exceeds ten percent.‖  Detrimental impacts have to do with flooding, erosion, 

degradation of habitat, pollution, and declines in plant and animal diversity.  The conversion of farmland or forest land to urban 

development increases the amount of paved surfaces, resulting in increased problems associated with stormwater runoff, which carries 

concentrations of pollutants such as chemicals, sediments, nutrients, and pathogens.  High temperature stormwater also negatively 

impacts coldwater ecosystems.  The importance of these considerations is greater when development is in close proximity to water 

resources.  Good land development practices help avoid these detrimental impacts, but may also increase property values, create more 
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pedestrian friendly neighborhoods, preserve open space for recreation, protect sensitive natural areas, result in a more aesthetically 

pleasing landscape, create safer residential streets, encourage a greater sense of community, and preserve rural character.  

The following best practices are recommended for development potentially impacting water resources.   

1. Whenever possible, provide stormwater treatment for parking lot runoff using bioretention areas, filter strips, and/or other 

practices that can be integrated into required landscaping areas and traffic islands. 

2. Advocate for open space development that incorporates smaller lot sizes to minimize total impervious area, reduces total 

construction costs, conserves natural areas, provides community recreational space, and promotes watershed protection. 

3. Reduce overall lot imperviousness by promoting alternative driveway surfaces and shared driveways that connect two or more 

uses together. 

4. Create a variable width, naturally vegetated buffer system along all perennial streams that also encompasses critical 

environmental features such as the 100-year floodplain, steep slopes, and freshwater wetlands. 

5. Preserve or restore the riparian stream buffer with native vegetation that can be maintained throughout all phases of the 

development process. 

6. Limit the clearing and grading of forests and native vegetation to the minimum amount needed for the development, access, 

and fire protection.   A fixed portion of all development sites should be managed as protected green space in a consolidated or 

continuous manner when possible. 

7. Trees and other vegetation should be preserved when possible, and native plants should be encouraged as the most sustainable 

vegetation.  Maintain plantings in open space areas, street right-of-way, parking lot islands, and other in-between spaces. 

8. Mandate that new stormwater outfalls and roof runoff shall not discharge unmanaged stormwater into wetlands, sole-source 

aquifers, water impoundments, water courses, or sensitive areas, but instead into yards, open channels, or vegetated areas. 

The Superior Watershed Partnership presents a model riparian buffer implementation plan for local units of government in the Upper 

Peninsula of Michigan.  Riparian buffers are areas of vegetation located immediately adjacent to a water body or stream system.  

These buffers protect the water resource by removing pollutants from stormwater, stabilizing stream banks, and providing tree canopy 

to help regulate temperature, among other benefits.  The report presents a buffer design with a multi-zone approach to differentiate 

appropriate levels of activity within different areas of the riparian corridor.  A buffer of 50 feet is recommended for both sides of the 

stream system.  Within this zone are a Streamside Zone (Zone 1) and an Outer Zone (Zone 2).  Ideally, within the Streamside Zone, 

which is the 25‘ wide area adjacent to the water body, all existing vegetation is retained.  Within the Outer Zone, which is the 25‘ wide 

area adjacent to the Streamside Zone, shrubs and herbaceous groundcover are retained for infiltration purposes, but mature trees may 
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be removed.  Activities that are acceptable in Zone 1 include unpaved footpaths, road crossings, utility rights-of-way, and flood 

control structures.  Restricted activities include removal of existing vegetation, soil disturbance, use of pesticide or fertilizer, use of 

motorized vehicles, and construction of permanent structures.  Permitted activities in Zone 2 include removal of mature tree cover and 

retention of lower lying vegetation, bike paths, stormwater management facilities, and approved recreational uses.  Restricted 

activities include soil disturbance, use of pesticide or fertilizer, 

presence of livestock, and construction of permanent structures.  

It is recommended that property owners do not site septic fields 

adjacent to the riparian buffer, and limit the amount of 

impervious surfaces and permanent structures near the buffer.  

Buffer widths may be increased where ecologically sensitive 

areas such as wetlands or steep slopes are adjacent to the stream 

or water body.  The report suggests that the following uses be 

setback from any stream or water body by the indicated 

distances:  storage of hazardous substances (150 feet); above or 

underground petroleum storage facilities (150 feet); drainfields 

from onsite sewage disposal and treatment systems (100 feet); 

raised septic systems (250 feet); solid waste landfills or 

junkyards (300 feet); confined animal feedlot operations (250 

feet); subsurface discharges from a wastewater treatment plant 

(100 feet); and land application of biosolids (100 feet).  

Township ordinances should be reviewed for consistency with 

these model practices. 

Conservation Development 

When people move to rural areas, they often expect to receive the same level of services 

they would enjoy in a more urban area, including garbage pickup at their homes, plowed 

roads, and readily available fire and emergency services.  When development is 

configured as sprawl, however, the cost of providing these services are much greater, 

and are often not offset by higher taxes.  Property owners want the rural character to 

remain the same, even thought the cumulative effect of development eventually makes 

this impossible.  Conservation development patterns can help address some of these 

issues.  Conservation development is characterized by development where 50 to 70 

percent of the buildable land area is preserved as undivided, permanent open space.  

LEED Platinum facility, Alberici Headquarters in St. Louis, Missouri in a 

natural setting with preserved wetlands 
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This is achieved in a density neutral manner.  L‘Anse Township should consider developing a community-wide map of potential 

conservation lands.  Included in this analysis should be locally important and rare species and habitats in need of protection.  When 

planning for large, connected habitat patches, plan across jurisdictional borders which do not reflect ecological conditions.  When 

development is proposed in these general areas, a more detailed site analysis would locate specific features to be conserved, such as 

wetlands, floodplains, steep slopes, prime farmlands, prime timber producing lands, wildlife habitat, groundwater recharge areas, 

greenways and wildlife corridors, scenic views, and historic sites and structures.  The remaining area would then become the prime 

development area.  Within this prime development area, the same density as would have reasonably been allowed under current 

zoning may be developed, provided appropriate water and waste treatment systems are provided.  Lots that don‘t meet septic  

suitability tests would be deducted unless public systems are available.  Alternately, the septic systems could be placed on the 

conservation lands.  No land is taken for public use, and full density is allowed.  However, the increase in allowed density on portions 

of the property, given in return for conservation of certain areas, must be protected through a permanent conservation easement that 

runs with the land.    A portion of conservation lands could also be owned by the local unit of government for public recreation 

purposes. 

Summary of Land Use Considerations 

Township land use policies will be consistent with Smart Growth tenets, which include creating a range of housing opportunities and 

choices; building walkable developments; encouraging community and stakeholder collaboration; fostering distinctive, attractive 

communities with a strong sense of place; making development decisions predictable, fair, and cost-effective; mixing land uses; 

preserving open space, farmland, natural beauty, and critical environmental areas; providing a variety of transportation choices; 

strengthening and directing development towards existing communities; and taking advantage of compact design. 

Township development policies will focus on long-range considerations of sustainability and a regional view of community.  The 

Township recognizes important roles for the public, private, and non-profit sectors as well as citizen participation in the development 

process. 

The Township recognizes that sometimes public action is needed to stimulate redevelopment when the private market cannot feasibly 

provide the desired level of improvement.  Township practices for effective and equitable redevelopment will include a clearly defined 

process for identification of redevelopment opportunities and partnerships that best serve the public interest; a fair, open, equitable, 

transparent means of choosing partners; achieving due process, public purpose, and a nexus between public purpose and the means of 

achievement; adherence to Township plans; and clearly defined responsibilities and liabilities for public and private partners. 
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Chapter 6:  Strategic Plan 
This strategic plan is divided into specific plans for future land use, economic development, resource enhancement, infrastructure 

enhancement, zoning, and implementation.  Each specific plan contains an introduction to policy considerations and strategies for 

collaboration.  The policies presented support the goals and objectives selected to guide implementation in the L‘Anse Township.  The 

Township Vision Statement forms the basis for all policies, goals, objectives, and strategies contained in the strategic plan.  

The goals and objectives are like a Township ―To Do‖ list that lets leaders, business owners, prospective investors, and citizens know 

what is wanted, needed, and supported.  Goal statements reflect the needs, values, and desires of the community: they are like 

answering the question, "what do you want out of life?"  Objectives are more specific and measurable tasks that may have a short-, 

mid-, or long-term focus leading to the accomplishment of goals. 

Township Vision Statement 

We envision a community that achieves a balance between interests to nurture growth, implement responsible stewardship of water 

and land resources, and practice compassion for social concerns; that promotes optimal efficiency in using land resources to achieve 

more relevant education, housing, and employment opportunities; that assures public health and safety; where all residents are 

invited to take social responsibility and participate in decisions affecting growth, regulation, and enforcement; and where people 

collectively work together to accomplish community goals and preserve remnants of history for the benefit of future generations. 

Future Land Use Plan 

The Future Land Use Plan was developed to be consistent with the input of residents as well as national, state, and regional policy and 

best practices.  It is designed to meet the future needs of the community for economic, social, and environmental sustainability.  This 

portion of the Strategic Plan addresses policies, goals, and objectives for sustainable land development and smart growth.  Content 

includes future land use policy, future land use descriptions and map, comparison of current and future land use, staging of growth, 

and potential partners for future development.  This section addresses Goal #1:  Smart Growth, and Goal #2:  Sustainable 

Development.  

Land Use Planning Concepts and Policy 

This section provides a broad overview of important principles relating to land use planning and policy on a national, state, and 

regional level.  Governmental resources are targeted to accomplishing these aims, thereby impacting local government funding 

opportunities. 
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National Policy 

The American Planning Association (APA) publishes policy guides on issues of importance to communities.  The APA supports 

Smart Growth policies for efficient and sustainable land use practices.  This is especially important in rural areas where the limited 

availability of public funding means each dollar must accomplish more.  Smart Growth does not seek to stop or limit growth, but 

rather to accommodate it in a way that enhances the economy, protects the environment, and preserves or improves a community‘s 

quality-of-life.  The Growing Smart Legislative Guidebook is a compendium of statutes for planning and the management of change 

consistent with Smart Growth Principles. 

These Smart Growth tenets are: 

1. Create a range of housing opportunities and choices 

2. Create walkable neighborhoods 

3. Encourage community and stakeholder collaboration 

4. Foster distinctive, attractive communities with a strong sense of place 

5. Make development decisions predictable, fair, and cost-effective 

6. Mix land uses 

7. Preserve open space, farmland, natural beauty, and critical environmental areas 

8. Provide a variety of transportation choices 

9. Strengthen and direct development towards existing communities 

10. Take advantage of compact design 

Adherence to these practices in redevelopment agreements is essential to preserve relat ionships, enhance the municipality‘s reputation 

to ensure future partnership opportunities, prevent legal challenges, promote fairness, and protect the public interest.  Redevelopment 

is an appropriate use of public resources to promote public purposes, but should be used in a judicious manner only when necessary to 

achieve a well-defined public purpose.  Public intervention to address prevention or correction of blight should be aligned with the 

degree of need.  The first priority is to utilize tools to assist and extend the value and impact of private investment, but not to supplant 

private investment.  Eminent domain should be used as a tool of last resort when incentives are insufficient to implement 

redevelopment plans.  There must be a direct correlation between the degree of public intervention and the degree of public 

involvement in the process.  An open and inclusive public participation process will prevent accusations of secret government 

maneuverings and developer favoritism, and will help to balance the diverse needs and agendas of different groups.  In redevelopment 

projects, care should be taken to assist displaced residents and business owners.   

Redevelopment activities should be an element of a sustainable economic policy rather than be driven by short-term or transient needs.  

Projects should also consider regional issues and impacts, and enhance rather than disadvantage surrounding jurisdictions. 



 

 L’Anse Township Master Plan 2012         Page | 176  

 

State Policy 

The report entitled ―Michigan‘s Land, Michigan‘s Future‖, prepared by the Michigan Land Use Leadership Council in 2003 for 

Governor Jennifer Granholm, has been the basis for many of the State‘s land use planning initiatives.  The report is largely concerned 

with sustainable land use policy that focuses on efficient development practices.  For example, the report findings indicate that by the 

year 2040, if current land use patterns continue, Michigan‘s built or developed areas will increase by 178 percent.  That would mean 

that 17 percent of Michigan would be developed, compared to the present 9 percent.  By comparison, the most built-up state in 

America now is New Jersey at 26 percent.  On average, the State of Michigan develops its land eight times faster than its population 

grows, which is an unsustainable trend with negative implications for efficient public service provision.  The report noted a trend 

among retirees who leave congested areas for the relative peace of the wilderness, encouraging sprawl in rural areas as they seek 

prime locations along water courses and in forested areas.  This is a practice that is occurring in many Upper Peninsula counties whose 

zoning ordinances do not adequately protect these resources. 

Regional Policy 

The Baraga Conservation District Strategic Plan outlines several goals and strategies in support of state and local initiatives.  These 

goals include supporting the local agricultural industry, promoting stream bank protection measures including conservation riparian 

buffer strips, and promoting area agricultural products and marketing improvements.  They support adequate zoning regulations that 

discourage ownership fragmentation, and support enhanced permanent public access to Lake Superior. 

Environmental Protection Policy 

Chapter 3:  Township Resources contains policy information on watersheds, coastal areas, wetlands, forests, fish, and wildlife in the 

section on Natural Environmental Resources.  Many national organizations formulate and drive policy for environmental protect ion, 

and a complete presentation is not possible here.  The Township intends its land use goals and strategies to be aligned with national, 

state and regional policies.  This section is supplemental to the information already presented.   

The American Planning Association and its Chapters support legislation and other actions to achieve the goal of no overall net 

loss of the nation's remaining wetland's resource base, as defined by acreage, volume, location, type, and function. In order to 

achieve the no net loss goal, APA and its Chapters support legislation and other actions to enhance, restore, and create wetlands 

where feasible, in order to increase the quality and quantity of the nation's wetland resource base in conjunction with other 

natural resource protection policies. However, replacement of existing wetlands should be considered only after avoidance and 

minimization, and only where the wetland function in-kind can be replaced within the same sub-watershed.  
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In order to accomplish this goal, the APA has drafted a list of specific 

policies that include: 

 Support a science-based mitigation policy including two ways 

of determining the location and characteristics of a wetland 

restoration or replacement project.  The first is a watershed 

approach.  This approach takes detailed data such as 

landowners, hydrology, climate, historic wetland distribution, 

and existing environmental stresses from the entire watershed.  

The second approach should be used when data for the entire 

watershed is not available.  This approach bases the amount of 

wetland replacement on four factors, 1) the degree of 

disturbance 2) the complexity and likelihood of successful 

mitigation of the damaged wetland, 3) the time necessary for 

the replacing wetland to achieve full functionality 4) the 

location of the replacement wetland. 

 Support public-private partnerships to improve wetland 

management.  These partnerships should take place in all levels of government and use tools such as land trusts and 

conservation easements. 

 Local governments can support amendments to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act by: 

o Participating in a watershed approach to both the permitting process and mitigation requirements through development 

of comprehensive wetland management plan in cooperation with federal, state, and other local governments. These 

plans must ensure intergovernmental coordination and achieve the no net-loss goal, with an emphasis on the avoidance 

of wetland impacts.  

o Establish a comprehensive program that provides tax-based and other financial incentives to encourage landowners and 

land trusts to protect wetlands, and to provide funds for public and semipublic acquisition, in full or in part, where 

appropriate;  

o Utilize cluster or conservation development to protect wetlands;   

o Prioritize consistent protection for critical resource waters and habitat for threatened and endangered species.  

As shown in the wetland map in the Natural Resources section of Chapter 3, the Township has some valuable wetland resources 

within its boundaries.  Adopting policies similar to the ones listed above will ensure that existing wetlands will stay protected.  By 

protecting wetlands, the Township will benefit not only ecologically but also economically.   Wetlands provide opportunities for bird 

watching and other nature-based activities that attract tourists to the area. 

Wetlands encourage bird-watching activity. 
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Water is a life-sustaining resource and quality of this resource is of vital importance to all forms of life.  Due to the complex nature of 

water issues, both surface and ground water, the APA has developed a three part general policy and more specific policies relating to 

water resources.  The following is APA‘s general policy on water resources: 

1. Water should be treated as a collective public resource and managed in a sustainable manner. 

2. Water should not be consumed to such an extent so as to: 

a. Interfere with its reasonable use by others; 

b. Impair the ability of a water resource to be naturally replenished; 

c. Impair its ecological, recreational, or navigational functions. 

3. Water should not be discharged in such a manner so as to: 

a. Interfere with its reasonable use by others; 

b. Create hazardous conditions (e.g., erosion, sedimentation, flooding and subsidence); 

c. Impair its ecological, recreational or navigational functions. 

4. Pollution and other manmade threats to water resources should be minimized. 

 

Specific policies to accomplish the general goals include: 

 Support legislation requiring land use and health regulations for source water protection in order to protect the existing 

water quality and capacity of aquifers and surface water resources. 

 Support legislation requiring the metering and leak detection of all significant private or public community drinking water 

systems service connections as well as all major industrial or commercial uses. 

 Support legislation to manage stormwater runoff and its attendant water pollution risks by encouraging appropriate land 

uses in areas of sensitive water resources, and supporting the establishment of local development standards that incorporate 

better site design and best management practices for managing impacts on surface and ground water resources. 

 Support legislation, with adequate federal funding to require periodic comprehensive updating of Wastewater Facility 

Plans, consistent with local comprehensive plans, as a condition for receipt of state revolving loans or grants.  Along with 

Facility Plans, the APA supports proper maintenance and management of individual and community waste water systems.  

The process for updating facility plans should be coordinated with revisions to community comprehensive plans. 

 Promote biodiversity and habitat recovery by supporting programs that reduce hydrological alterations and deterioration of 

habitat quality and the deterioration of water quality. 

 Support legislation to reauthorize and expand federal funding under the Clean Water and Safe Drinking Water Acts for 

water infrastructure and to reauthorize the Coastal Zone Management Act.  This would provide continuing funding for 
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nationally important water quality, infrastructure and resource protection programs, while addressing the critical issues of 

controlling nonpoint sources, enhancing coastal resources, and protecting national estuaries and outstanding waters. 

 Support legislation providing opportunities for the integrated management of ground and surface water supplies, and 

funding for research on strategies for the integrated management, monitoring, and use of surface and groundwater. 

The many waterways flow through the Township, empties into the largest freshwater lake in the world, and many communities (both 

human and natural) depend on the quality and viability of this resource.  While Lake Superior provides drinking water for human 

communities and habitat for natural communities, it is also a source of livelihood and recreational opportunity for some residents.  

Adopting and implementing policies similar to those above will help ensure the protection of Lake Superior and its feeder lakes and 

rivers throughout the area. 

A comprehensive sustainable development program must also address habitat protection for animal and plant populations.  The 

APA‘s policy guide on Endangered Species and Habitat Protection says; ―Protecting natural system functions (e.g., water and air 

purification, flood attenuation, speciation, and nutrient recycling) is critical to the support of human, animal, and plant populations. As 

a result, it is critical that efforts are made to incorporate natural resource protection at all levels of government in order to protect 

natural communities prior to species or their habitats becoming endangered or extinct.‖  The APA supports the implementation of the 

Endangered Species Act, and has developed the following goals relating to its implementation:  

APA and its Chapters support legislation and policies that are designed to plan for the preservation of wildlife 

habitat in order to minimize the possibility of plant and animal species becoming endangered or extinct.  

Using guidelines developed by the states, valuable wildlife habitat resources should be identified at the local and 

regional levels at the earliest stages of planning. This information should then be incorporated into local or regional 

master plans in order to prevent habitat destruction that threatens potentially vulnerable species and in a manner 

that protects these sensitive resources from public intrusion, collectors, or other damage. Habitat protection ideally 

should be as much an element of a master plan as housing and transportation.  

Specific policies to establish the general policy include; 

 Use innovative development policies and practices to ensure the protection of natural systems.  This includes evaluating the 

impact of land uses on natural systems, and establishing buffers around environmental sensitive areas. 

 Protect species that have become threatened or endangered.   

 Encourage private landowners to develop Habitat Conservation Plans where endangered species have been identified. 

 ―…Endorse the following policies and techniques for habitat protection planning (1-5 adopted from ―Habitat Protection 

Planning; Where the Wild Things Are – PAS Report 470/471): 
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o Maintain large contiguous areas of open space, rather than fragmented parcels. 

o Establish priorities for habitat and species protection so that the distribution and abundance of these species is not 

compromised. 

o Protect rare vegetative features and steer development toward more ―common‖ areas. 

o Coordinate local habitat protection efforts throughout the region in which endangered species have been identified. 

o Balance public recreational opportunities with habitat protection efforts. 

o Restoration/creation of habitat should be a component of the protection plan although priority should be given to the 

protection of existing high quality habitat. 

o Identify and protect wildlife corridors which can be incorporated into the habitat protection plans as linkages to larger 

blocks of land; this would include riparian corridors and other greenways.‖ 

The University of Pennsylvania presents the following indicators as quantitative and qualitative measures to gauge sustainability 

factors for environmental protection: 

Air Quality 

 Total quantity of air pollutants per capita – goal to reduce 

 Total greenhouse gases – goal to reduce 

 Average fuel consumption (per fleet or per capita) – goal to reduce 

Water Quality 

 Total water use per capita – goal to reduce 

 Number of days not meeting drinking water quality standards – goal to reduce 

Maintenance of Ecosystem Integrity 

 Proportion of contiguous habitat – goal to increase 

 Fragmentation of habitat – goal to reduce 

 Complexity of connectivity of habitat – goal to increase 

 Amount of high quality habitats that are protected – goal to increase 

 Quantity of invasive plant species – goal to reduce 

 Quantity of invasive animal species – goal to reduce 

 Amount of unique landscape features that are protected – goal to increase 

 Quantity of high quality wetlands – goal to increase 



 

 L’Anse Township Master Plan 2012         Page | 181  

 

Future Land Use Descriptions 

The Future Land Use Plan addresses land within the confines of the L‘Anse Reservation, although it is recognized that the Plan may 

not apply to some areas under the control of the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community, which is a federally recognized sovereign nation.  

L‘Anse Township has planned for Future Land Uses while considering available information on areas of cultural and environmental 

significance, as well as economic significance to KBIC.  The following future land use descriptions support the above policies for 

sustainable land development.  Categories include: 

 

 

Figure 6-1 displays the Future Land Use 

Map.  The Corridor Mixed-Use future land 

use category (bright red) includes the US-41 

corridor area which provides a concentrated 

and convenient location for larger regional- 

and local-serving auto-oriented uses.    The 

area is characterized by development along a 

four-lane highway dominated by mostly 

auto-oriented uses, including some with 

drive-thru lanes.  Surface parking must be 

accommodated but is preferably located in 

the rear of the property or screened or 

buffered from view.  Access is generally 

from the highway but shared access is 

encouraged to preserve highway safety and 

function.  Uses are primarily office and 

commercial.  The area is intended to 

incorporate various transportation modes, 

including all season non-motorized 

Figure 6-1: Future Land Use 

Low Density Rural Residential Corridor Mixed-Use Resource Density

Medium Density Residential Mixed Use Cluster Forest Preservation/Recreation

Mixed Density Residential Institutional Park and Community Recreation

Waterfront Residential General Industrial Protection Zone
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connections (i.e. sidewalks, pathways, and trails) to increase the ease, safety, and convenience of walking and bicycling from 

surrounding neighborhoods.  Future development or redevelopment will include improvements to the pedestrian realm, bicycle 

network, road crossings, and landscaping.  

The Forest Preservation & Recreation future land use category (dark green with light green dots) includes lands primarily used for 

conservation and preservation of natural resources for sustainable forestry management, with balanced protection for sensitive 

environmental areas and habitats. This district is intended to serve as protection for timberlands, recreation lands, and wetlands.  It is 

also for uses compatible with natural resources, such as low impact recreation, hunting camps, trails, and wildlife areas.  The primary 

function of this land is for conservation or recreation purposes. 

The General Industrial future land use category (dark purple) is for industrial service, manufacturing, bulk commodities, and marine 

uses with intense scale or high volume of activity.  Few customers, especially the general public, come to the site.  Outdoor storage 

areas for equipment or supplies may be necessary.  This development needs access to minor arterials and collector roads, and roads 

will be designed to reflect heavier loads and expanded turning radii.  Standards for appropriate screening, buffering, and reducing 

fugitive dust materials will be incorporated.  Energy-efficient design and climate-sensitive and environmentally-friendly landscaping 

techniques will be rewarded through increased density allowances, stormwater credits, or other incentives.  The planting of trees is 

encouraged to soften the impact of buildings of large scale or bulk and outdoor storage areas. 

The Institutional future land use category (gray) is reserved for a mix of uses supporting education.  This may include office, 

recreation, business incubator, museum, and research station.    

The Low Density Rural Residential future land use category (dark tan) includes properties with a residence (normally a permanent 

single-family residence, but may include seasonal use) normally with septic and private well infrastructure.  These properties have 

access to a primary County road and exist in various levels of density.  A slightly higher residential density is envisioned for 

properties along County primary roads when the development is formatted as a residential conservation or cluster development, 

provided that at least 60 percent of the space is usable, undeveloped, open space (i.e. 24 of 40 acres) and that approved waste handling 

systems are engineered. 

The Medium Density Residential future land use category (tan with red dots) includes mostly single-family housing or duplexes.  

Homes are generally on smaller lots, and it is intended that homes could be interspersed with neighborhood offices or businesses, 

churches, and parks, especially near main intersections or shopping areas.  

The Mixed Density Residential future land use category (orange) is an area offering a range of housing choices including higher 

intensity multi-family residential uses, and will accommodate small office and commercial uses meant to conveniently serve the 
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residents of surrounding neighborhoods and reduce necessary automobile trips.  This district is located where community sewer and 

water facilities exist.  It also accommodates mobile home parks and manufactured housing communities.  A diversity of housing types 

for various income levels is encouraged.  Pedestrian and bicycle circulation is very important in this area. 

The Mixed Use Cluster future land use category (dark red) allows for a mix of uses within a single building, such as ground floor 

commercial or office, with upper story residential or office, but with no commercial use allowed above a residential use.  It also 

applies to areas containing a mix of housing types and residential densities along with other uses.  This district is located close to 

residential concentrations and activity centers. Appropriate buffers and careful layout of structures are important in this area to ensure 

compatibility.  Structures primarily have shallow setbacks with sidewalks separating the structure from the street.  Building forms 

include generally one- to three-story commercial or residential structures.  A mix of uses is accommodated including retail, 

commercial, office, civic, services, and diverse residential.  The pedestrian landscape is of primary importance, as is accommodation 

of bicycle traffic with bike lanes and bike racks.  The provision of intermittent year-round public spaces is important to enhance social 

interaction and the pedestrian experience.  Seasonal outdoor cafes contribute to the active vitality of this area.  On-street parking 

should be maximized to support customer convenience and walkability. The requirements for off-street parking should be minimized 

to enhance the pedestrian landscape and ensure compatibility with the surrounding traditional neighborhoods.  Landscape buffers 

should be utilized around the perimeter of surface parking lots.  Snow management is very important in this area to ensure year-round 

economic viability. 

The Park and Community Recreation future land use category (light green) designates areas of higher intensity outdoor recreation 

opportunity, park uses, and the cemetery. 

The Protection Zone (black dot areas) is intended to address sensitive environmental areas along shorelines, waterfronts, riverbanks, 

steep slopes, bluffs, etc, and to distinguish these areas by a need to implement low impact development or preservation principles.  

This future land use category is meant to preserve scenic views, reduce erosion potential, and protect water quality while making sure 

these natural areas contribute to the unique Village character and are available to future generations. 

The Resource Density future land use category (green) includes lands primarily used for sustainable forest management, recreation, 

and preservation of natural resources and sensitive environmental areas.  This area is for uses that are compatible with natural 

resources, such as low impact recreation, hunting camps, trails, and wildlife areas.  Existing residential uses are accommodated at a 

very low density, but further subdivision of lands is not encouraged so as to maintain the integrity of the land for productive and 

conservation purposes.  These lands are generally in close proximity to publicly owned conservation/recreation lands or are currently 

maintained in Commercial Forest Reserve.  
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The Waterfront Residential future land use category (light turquoise) consists of areas with one- and two-story single-family homes 

directly on the waterfront (Keweenaw Bay).  Some are separated from the waterfront by a roadway, but most are placed close to  the 

waterfront or the roadway.  Structures generally include lakefront decks and porches to maximize the outdoor experience and 

connection with the lake.  Homes directly on the waterfront may include accessory structures such as docks and boathouses.  

Lakeshore residential development is still a valuable and rare commodity in most communities where traditional industrial or 

commercial uses along the waterfront are in transition.  This kind of development has the potential to attract investment.  For this 

reason, it is important to protect property values and natural resources in this area.  It is important to respect scenic public views and to 

enforce standards for the protection of water and environmental quality.  It is important that runoff from impervious surfaces be 

drained toward bio-retention areas or riparian buffers to minimize adverse impacts on the lake.  The use of permeable surfaces with 

filter areas should be encouraged.   

Comparison of Current and Future Land Use 

L‘Anse Township is not currently undergoing rapid change, so the main difference between current and future land use is that a 

mixed-use category is incorporated to promote diversity, density, and clustering of residential and employment destinations in areas 

near public services.  Mixed-density residential types are also promoted in areas close to existing public services to encourage 

appropriate density.  The Township has planned a targeted industrial development area to provide a complementary alternative to 

development in the Village.  Most natural areas in the Township are designated to remain natural. 

Staging of Growth 

Growth will depend largely on market and economic forces.  However, growth strategies should prioritize infill and redevelopment 

opportunities before greenfield development if the use can be successfully accommodated in infill areas.  Priority infill development 

areas include underutilized properties along the corridor near existing public services. 

Collaboration:  Potential Partners for Future Development 

Funding partners include Federal and State agencies and various foundations, depending on the nature of the development 

opportunity.  The Keweenaw Bay Indian Community is a key partner in development on areas of the L‘Anse Reservation.  However, 

the community should also enhance the potential for local investment through innovative mechanisms such as revolving loan funds, 

micro-lending practices, angel investors, and local government partnerships when possible. 
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Township Land Use Vision Statement 

Land use decisions in L’Anse Township shall be consistent with Smart Growth and Sustainable Development policies.  Growth will 

be stewarded in a way that is compatible with community goals, protects the health of the ecosystem, and achieves efficiency in 

land use and service provision. 

Goals and Objectives for Future Development 

GOAL #1:  SMART GROWTH (SG) 

Ensure that new development follows the Smart Growth tenets and policies presented in this plan, such as prioritizing compact 

development and channeling new development to make the best use of existing infrastructure.  This will enhance efficiency in 

public service provision and infrastructure maintenance, and help preserve natural resource lands.   

Objectives for Smart Growth (SG) 

Objective SG1:  Create attractive mixed-use environments that serve as destinations so that public investment will translate 

into more beneficial use of land resources, better protection for the environment and natural habitats, a framework for active 

living, more efficient public service provision, and enhanced commercial vitality.  Create places where people can more easily 

work, shop, and enjoy recreation close to where they live to reduce vehicular trips, increase interaction, and encourage the use 

of non-motorized transportation (and healthier lifestyles).   

Objective SG1.1—Encourage mixed-use clusters at key intersections along main corridors close to residential concentrations.  

 Provide incentives such as low-income tax credits (for inclusion of affordable housing), tax abatements, façade improvement 

funds, and reduced developer fees. 

 Mixed-use components should include smaller single-family housing clusters with services or rental units (to meet the needs of 

smaller households, especially near the hospital), grocery/convenience shopping, light industrial, recreational/community 

facility (flex space), parks or playing fields, educational facilities/day care, and institutional.   

Objective SG1.2—Review all development rules for consistency with this plan and to make sure that outdated provisions do not 

make desirable development such as mixed-use development impossible to achieve in the Township.   

 Involve every local agency with authority for development review, elected leaders, developers, investors, realtors, lenders, 

civic associations, land use lawyers, engineers and architectural professionals, planners, homeowner associations, foresters,  
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insurance agencies, watershed advocates, and residents/landowners in reviewing standards.  Consider using an outside 

facilitator. 

 Streamline the development approval process for priority mixed-use development projects. 

 Allow density bonuses around key mixed-use development areas. 

 Support mixed-use clusters with diverse housing types to increase density and support public transit provision. 

Policy SG2:  Prioritize the rehabilitation or reuse of vacant and underutilized properties or the conversion of single-uses into 

mixed-use developments as a preferred strategy over new development.  This will allow a larger share of growth within 

existing developed areas already served by infrastructure, reducing encroachment on rural areas. 

Objective SG2.1—Identify and create plans or guidelines for the redevelopment of priority sites utilizing a citizen advisory 

committee.   

 Place a priority on infill development of areas with existing impervious surfaces and/or utility service. Encourage 

redevelopment of brownfields and greyfields.  

 Search for potential tenants, including internet businesses who can locate anywhere, and whose owners may appreciate the 

opportunity for affordable living close to natural amenities. 

 Explore the feasibility of utilizing vacant structures for a small business technology incubator, doing short-term hosting for 

start-up businesses such as web designers and publishers, satellite imaging firms, multimedia firms, internet magazines, 

telemedicine portals, etc.  

Policy SG3:  Create distinctive, attractive development with a strong sense of place and community. 

Objective SG3.1—Ensure that new development or redevelopment is compatible with existing natural features as much as possible.   

Objective SG3.2—Enhance the US-41 transportation corridor by seeking non-motorized transportation and aesthetic enhancement 

grants. 

 Support MDOT’s aesthetic enhancement programs for the US-41corridor. 

 Pursue streetscaping and aesthetic enhancements including buffer trees, native plantings, bicycle lanes or multi-use paths, and 

wayfinding and gateway signage.   

 Implement sign regulations to ensure compatibility in size, placement, and materials of signs along the highway corridor and 

to reduce visual clutter.   

 Implement access management principles to support non-motorized transportation elements and create a safer, more aesthetic 

highway corridor while preserving function and capacity of the highway system. 
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Objective SG3.3—Follow best practices for highway corridor development. 

 Require buffers such as bermed landscaping areas or masonry walls between all non-residential uses abutting residences so as 

to minimize light pollution from car headlights and other disturbances. 

 Reduce the visual and environmental impact of paved surfaces while designing them to safely accommodate pedestrian traffic 

and mitigate winter climate conditions. 

o Improve stormwater treatment from surface parking areas with bio-retention areas. Design these areas to accommodate 

snow storage while protecting plants.   

o Buffer all parking areas visible from the public space or residential uses with an appropriately landscaped berm, fence, 

wall, or combination. 

o Encourage the use of permeable pavement systems for parking surfaces (especially overflow parking) to reduce runoff. 

o Connect adjacent parking lots when possible to facilitate internal access. 

 Between areas of development, preserve sensitive natural areas and mature tree stands framing the highway corridor to 

preserve the rural character of the Township. 

 Utilize shared access and internal circulation systems for adjacent developments or mixed-use complexes and business parks. 

Objective SG3.4—Implement strategies to distinguish L‘AnseTownship as a destination, not a pass-through location.  

 Develop attractive gateway signage or streetscapes at community gateways. 

 Create an attractive streetscape in mixed-use cluster developments. 

o Utilize mainly trees, flowers, and native plantings.  Organize a volunteer effort and donations for the seasonal flowers. 

o Consider distinctive pedestrian-scale lighting on multi-use paths.  

o Use seasonal changeable banners to create a sense of community. 

Include wayfinding signs to help visitors discover civic and special places in the Township. 

Policy SG4:  Create walkable centers for community to enhance mobility, strengthen the economy, facilitate transportation 

alternatives, and improve social and recreational interaction. 

Objective SG4.1—Plan and implement priority pedestrian improvements such as additional pedestrian connections, improved 

cross-walks, safe pedestrian access through parking lots, sidewalks, multi-use paths, and walkable designs as needed and with all new 

development or redevelopment.  

Objective SG4.2—Use trees and other green infrastructure to provide shelter, beauty, and separation from automobile traffic to 

provide a more encouraging pedestrian environment along main routes between residential areas and activity centers. 
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Objective SG4.3—Create a maintenance plan dealing with snow removal or winter grooming along priority pedestrian routes. 

Policy SG5: Encourage a mix of housing types and customized housing services to accommodate a range of income levels, life 

cycle stages, and household types and provide for more efficient use of infrastructure. 

Objective SG5.1—Identify priority sites for alternative housing development and promote the opportunity with developers.  

 Develop diverse housing types adjacent to trails in the Township to promote an active lifestyle for all ages. 

 Develop multi-family housing types in areas with public utilities near shopping, employment, and recreation.  This density will 

help support the development of more civic amenities. 

 Explore the feasibility of assisted living or continuum care facilities, especially near the new hospital. 

Objective SG5.2—Accommodate the shift to smaller household sizes by changing the zoning ordinance and building codes to 

allow smaller structures that are handicapped accessible, more affordable, and easier to manage by elderly and single-people, to 

ensure they are not ―over-housed‖ with more than they can maintain.   

Policy SG6:  Make development decisions predictable, fair, and cost-effective while balancing community goals.  This will help 

preserve relationships, create a favorable impression of leadership and partnership capabilities, prevent legal challenges, and 

protect public interest. 

Objective SG6.1—Participate in developing a collaborative effort with other County jurisdictions to consistently address large 

scale development projects such as Big Box retail in order to foster new development while protecting the environment, community 

values, and local businesses. 

 Collaborate with neighboring jurisdictions to develop consistent criteria and establish a collaborative design review committee 

for large scale retail development. 

 Participate in an inventory to identify potential development sites within the County.  Address anticipated utility issues, 

wetland mitigation, buffering, access, and site layout in advance.  Address the need for intergovernmental partnerships, tax 

sharing, or interlocal agreements to facilitate development in the most beneficial location.  

 To ensure that large scale retail development does not interfere with the goal of supporting local business, require an economic 

impact study for development review. Attract and promote large regional-serving developments only if: 

o The region is underserved by local stores for these types of goods; or 

o The development will attract consumers from outside the County; or  

o The development will keep people from leaving the County to shop in other areas; or 

o The development rehabilitates surplus or underutilized property and achieves a community redevelopment purpose. 
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Incorporate the necessary regulations supporting the criteria and design review process in the development regulations of all 

participating jurisdictions.  Cover topics such as façade design, active fronts, required transparency, roof lines, exterior 

building materials, landscaping, signage, pedestrian connections, multi-modal transportation access, community amenities, 

vehicular circulation, parking, green construction and design, and building orientation. 

 

Objective SG6.2—Utilize site plan review standards and impact studies to ensure that future industrial or large-scale commercial 

development does not negatively impact the environment or overburden existing infrastructure or public services.   

 If new infrastructure is needed, the developer should contribute a determined percentage of the total cost for the necessary new 

infrastructure to ensure adequate provision of sewage disposal, stormwater management, potable water, and other critical 

public health and welfare concerns including the appropriate buffers.   

Objective SG6.3—Coordinate land use decisions and actions with surrounding jurisdictions and other partners. 

 Embrace a regional view of community. 

 Consider partnerships of all levels of government with the non-profit and private sectors. 

 Increase citizen participation in the planning of development projects through education and outreach efforts. 

Objective SG6.4—Go through a public process to determine situations that are suitable for local government involvement, and to 

delineate appropriate conditions for the development or redevelopment process. 

 Reach consensus on acceptable public purposes such as the elimination of blight; conservation of land resources; utilization of 

existing infrastructure, structures, and materials; conservation of non-renewable resources; improving or restoring natural 

systems; and promoting long-term sustainability.  

 Agree on a means of choosing development partners that is fair, open, equitable, and transparent. 

 Implement requirements for clearly defined responsibilities and liabilities of public and private partners. 

 Use public resources in a judicious manner only when necessary to achieve a well-defined public purpose, or to extend the 

value and impact of private investment (but not to supplant private investment). 

Policy SG7:  Locate new development in or near existing developed areas to promote an efficient and compact pattern of 

development, reduce the negative effects of sprawl, and reduce infrastructure and service costs.  

Objective SG7.1—Connect new roads to existing roads to enhance circulation efficiency and provide travel route choices.  

Objective SG7.2—Create development near existing transportation facilities, reducing the need for new road construction. 



 

 L’Anse Township Master Plan 2012         Page | 190  

 

Objective SG7.3—Concentrate commercial corridor development as much as possible to avoid corridor functional impairment, 

maintain rural character, and accommodate public transportation more efficiently.  Be sure these centers are connected to adjacent 

areas by roads or multi-use paths.  

Objective SG7.4—Steer new development to areas where appropriate public facilities can be provided most economically. 

Objective SG7.5—Allow greater density in areas that are served by municipal water and sewer systems (or approved engineered 

systems). 

Policy SG8:  Encourage and support compact development and compact building design for efficient public service provision, 

efficient use of land resources, a walkable/bikeable community, a wider range of housing choices, feasible public transit, and 

more vibrant business environment. 

Objective SG8.1—Update the zoning ordinance to encourage compact housing development in areas currently served by public 

utilities.  Allow greater density, encourage a mix of uses, and include pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure.  

Objective SG8.2—Encourage the creation of compact business parks and corporate campuses that can include personal services 

such as child development centers, fitness centers, restaurants, and alternative housing.  Plan for trail-connections, and implement 

streetscaping best practices upon development.  

Land Use Goal #2:  Sustainable Development (SD) 

Promote development that is consistent with a future-oriented vision and that upholds an ethic of stewardship that encourages 

individuals and organizations to take full responsibility for the economic, environmental, and social consequences of their actions.  

Policies and Objectives for Sustainable Development (SD) 

Policy SD1:  The community will remain committed to the protection and preservation of its natural resources such as clean 

air, open space, woodlands, water resources, and environmentally sensitive areas while maintaining a balance between 

economic opportunity, quality-of-life, natural biodiversity, and sustainability of life support systems.  

Objective SD1.1—Strengthen regulations, enforcement tools, and administrative structure to support environmental protection 

policies and to reflect the obligation under the law to make decisions that prevent pollution, impairment, or destruction of the 

environment.   
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 Ensure the zoning ordinance comprehensively addresses sensitive environmental areas that cross parcel boundaries such as 

bluffs, erosion zones, shorelines, wetlands, and waterfronts. 

 Enact or continue to enforce policies to restrict and control inappropriate development in areas where there are steep slopes, 

soil erosion possibilities, shorelines, and wellhead protection areas. 

 Develop a wetlands protection program with a priority to preserve existing wetlands and integrate them on-site whenever 

possible rather than building costly and less effective artificial wetlands.  Perform high quality mitigation when necessary, and 

pursue opportunities to restore or enhance wetlands wherever possible.   

o Utilize open space zoning and on-site integration and mitigation of wetlands to protect wetlands on a site-by-site basis. 

 Incorporate good stormwater management techniques into the zoning ordinance to protect water quality, including adjustments 

to parking standards, landscaping standards, and development standards.  Utilize natural filtration and detention systems 

whenever possible. 

 Adopt policies to preserve prime farm lands and large tracts of forest lands for conservation, recreation, wildlife habitat, 

agriculture, and timber management activities by discouraging housing or other development. 

 Preserve rural character by discouraging land splits and encouraging rural residential cluster/conservation development where 

possible. 

 Allow the appropriate level of rural residential development that does not overburden the existing rural road network, and is 

sensitively designed to preserve rural character.  Allow more intense development adjacent to or accessible from County 

primary roads and utilize larger lot development along local roads to preserve open space. 

 Limit incompatible development (such as residential uses) in close proximity to existing agricultural activities, or in prime 

agricultural areas. 

 Enact regulations to preserve and enhance riparian buffers along rivers and other water bodies in the Township to protect 

water quality and aquatic and wildlife habitat, slow runoff, and allow a greater percentage of water to return to groundwater.   

 Protect water quality through control of lake recreation and near-lake septic systems, and careful monitoring of development 

along feeder watercourses. 

 Structure trail system development review provisions to protect sensitive environmental systems and components. 

Objective SD1.2—Implement the following best practices for water quality protection in the built environment.  

 Enforce a minimum and maximum required parking ratio to reduce excess parking space construction.  Lower parking ratios 

when warranted and feasible. 

 Whenever possible, provide natural stormwater treatment for parking lot runoff using bioretention areas, filter strips, and/or 

other practices that can be integrated into required landscaping areas and traffic islands. 
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Objective SD1.3—Implement the following best practices for lot development to achieve water quality protection.  

 Relax side yard setbacks and allow narrower frontages to reduce total road length and overall site imperviousness.   

 Relax front setback requirements to minimize driveway lengths and reduce overall lot imperviousness. 

 Reduce overall lot imperviousness by promoting alternative driveway surfaces and shared driveways that connect two or more 

uses together. 

 Direct rooftop runoff to pervious areas such as yards, open channels, or vegetated areas, and avoid routing rooftop runoff to 

the roadway, stormwater conveyance system, or directly into water resources. 

Objective SD1.4—Implement the following best practices to conserve natural areas. 

 Create a variable width, naturally vegetated buffer system along all perennial streams that also encompasses critical 

environmental features such as the 100-year floodplain, steep slopes, and freshwater wetlands. 

 Preserve or restore the riparian stream buffer with native vegetation that can be maintained throughout all phases of the 

development process. 

 Limit the clearing and grading of forests and native vegetation to the minimum amount needed for the development, access, 

and fire protection.   A fixed portion of all development sites should be managed as protected green space in a consolidated or 

continuous manner when possible. 

 Trees and other vegetation should be preserved when possible, and native plants should be encouraged as the most sustainable 

vegetation.  Maintain plantings in open space areas, street right-of-way, parking lot islands, and other in-between spaces. 

 Mandate that new stormwater outfalls shall not discharge unmanaged stormwater into wetlands, sole-source aquifers, water 

impoundments, water courses, or sensitive areas. 

Objective SD1.5—Protect sensitive environmental areas with context-sensitive and low-impact development techniques and best 

practices that help recharge groundwater resources, and preserve water quality, views, and public access to water resources. 

 Implement good land management practices and regulations to control inappropriate shoreline development (development 

which has the potential to disrupt natural processes, threaten beach creation and replenishment, exacerbate erosion, or 

otherwise degrade water quality). 

 Where major creeks, riparian habitat, and other sensitive environmental features intersect with approved development areas, 

the site design should incorporate these features as open space amenities, avoiding the fencing, channelization, and piping of 

creeks.  Daylight creeks whenever possible. 

 Scenic vistas should be preserved with context sensitive development. 

 Consider imperiled species when developing trail systems to avoid nesting areas and other critical habitats. 
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 Protect and plant trees. 

 Preserve and maintain natural drainageways in and around the Township. 

 Use natural stormwater techniques that enhance and restore natural habitats. 

 Preserve or restore wetlands along water bodies for natural flood control. 

Objective SD1.6—Collaborate to create a Regional Scenic Landscape or Natural Features Inventory to preserve and promote 

specific valued features and aid in obtaining regional funding to protect these assets through acquisition if possible.  

 Utilize volunteers to collect data on the locations of features (utilize GIS if possible), and take photos or videos for the 

database. 

 Create a database including location coordinates, description, and characteristics of each amenity (including historic or 

archeological sites). 

 Publish photos or a video guided tour on Google maps, Google Earth, or You Tube. 

 

Objective SD1.7—Adopt land use policies and regulations that accommodate development in a way that is compatible and 

balanced with critical and economically valuable environmental resources. 

 Preserve large tracts of contiguous forest lands for conservation, recreation, wildlife habitat, and timber management 

activities. 

 Preserve large tracts in prime agricultural areas to increase and protect the viability and potential for local food production. 

 Create special protections to minimize the possibility that threatened plant and animal species will become endangered or 

extinct. 

 Encourage forest management and agricultural practices on land that is part of a conservation easement as appropriate.  

 Implement land-use and vegetation controls around bodies of water and their tributaries to protect water quality. 

 Preserve and enhance the diversity of the ecosystem and historic integrity of the Pequaming wetlands area. 

Policy SD2:  The community will seek to reduce dependence on non-renewable resources such as fossil fuels, underground 

metals, and minerals to provide a more stable, resilient, and sustainable economy. 

Objective SD2.1—Change the zoning ordinance to reflect consistency with state and federal regulations and policy for energy 

conservation and green building practices. 

 Revise ordinances to allow for and encourage the use of renewable energy sources such as wind and solar power, and to 

protect solar access.   
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 Develop community lighting design guidelines that promote energy efficiency and safety while reducing light pollution or 

―sky-glow‖, light trespass on adjacent properties, and glare.   

 

Objective SD2.2—Pursue funding programs to implement projects for energy conservation and renewable energy sources in both 

public and private facilities, with the local government serving as a model and champion. 

Objective SD2.3—Continually implement opportunities to reduce the number of vehicle miles necessary to maintain a lifestyle in 

L‘Anse Township. 

 Create employment, shopping, and continuing opportunities closer to residents by supporting home occupations, local 

businesses, and institutions. 

Create development that integrates a mix of uses within walking or bicycling distance and supports alternative transportation 

modes. 

 

Objective SD2.4—Participate in a collaborative Watershed Planning Initiative to be eligible to receive funding for the protection of 

water resources.  

 Work with the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community, appropriate organizations from Michigan Technological University, area 

watershed partnerships, and other interested parties to identify priority areas and design a CELCP project (Coastal and 

Estuarine Land Conservation Plan) as needed to protect high quality, sensitive coastal areas and natural communities, and to 

promote coastal cultural heritage areas. 

Objective SD2.5—Organize an acquisition plan for key waterfront and other environmentally important properties as they become 

available, conserving sensitive shorelines, wildlife habitat, and unique natural features for public access and controlling development 

options through public/private partnerships. 

 Perform a more detailed study of individual parcels to see if they would be eligible for acquisition under the Coastal and 

Estuarine Land Conservation Program.  This includes mapping of the parcels and their relationship to important features, 

and the development of a tract specific management plan.  This program will protect lands with conservation and 

ecological value, recreational value, cultural and historic value, and aesthetic value, including those that have high quality 

natural habitats and areas of concern such as high risk erosion areas, ecologically sensitive areas, and those with imperiled 

natural communities. 

 Coordinate these acquisitions with opportunities for interpretive cultural or scenic trail projects utilizing other funding 

sources. 
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 Look for innovative ways to finance open-space acquisition and preservation, especially of areas along the shoreline or 

river mouths.  These may include local sales tax, real estate transfer tax, impact fees, bonds, income tax credits, user fees, 

and special motor vehicle taxes.   

 Consider the development of a coastal wetland to aid in erosion protection for the shoreline and provide natural habitats. 
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Economic Development Plan 

This portion of the Strategic Plan addresses policies, goals, and objectives for sustainable economic development.  Content includes 

economic development policy and potential partners for economic development.  This section addresses Goal #3: Economic 

Sustainability, Goal #4: Sustainable Tourism, Goal #5: Talent Development, Goal #6: Green Economy, and Goal #7: Community 

Resilience. 

Economic Development Policy 

Economic development policy is hard to summarize as it varies per time and place.  However, a brief summary of the current areas of 

focus for the leading organizations is useful. 

The U.S. Economic Development Administration (EDA) marks 45 years of public service with a mission of leading the federal 

economic development agenda by promoting competitiveness and preparing American regions for growth and success in the 

worldwide economy.  The EDA is an agency within the U.S. Department of Commerce that partners with distressed communities 

throughout the U.S. to foster job creation, collaboration, and innovation.  Their investment policy is designed to establish a foundation 

for sustainable job growth and the building of durable regional economies based on two key economic drivers – innovation and 

regional collaboration.  Investment priorities include: 

 Collaborative regional innovation, such as innovation clusters.  Partners include urban, suburban, rural, and tribal areas.  

 Public/private partnerships utilizing both public and private sector resources leveraging those of other public entities and 

non-profit agencies. 

 National strategic priorities such as job creation in clean energy, green technologies, sustainable manufacturing, 

information technology (broadband and smart grid); addressing communities negatively impacted by the restructuring of 

the automotive industry; natural disaster mitigation and resiliency; access to capital for small/medium and ethnically 

diverse enterprises; and innovations in science, health care, and alternative fuel technologies. 

 Global competitiveness 

 Investing in best practices in environmentally-sustainable development (enhance environmental quality and develop green 

products, processes, and buildings) 

 Investments to strengthen economically distressed and underserved communities. 

 Helping distressed communities to invest in physical infrastructure to attract new industry, encourage business expansion, 

diversify local economies, and generate or retain long-term, private sector jobs and investment. 

 Assist state and local interests undergoing serious structural damage to the underlying economic base. 

 Provide community trade adjustment assistance to communities experiencing job loss from international trade impacts. 
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 Support local organizations such as economic development districts and Indian tribes with long-term planning efforts. 

 Provide trade adjustment assistance for firms to strengthen American companies who have lost domestic sales and 

employment because of increased imports of similar goods and services. 

 Finance projects that foster economic development by advancing the green economy in distressed communities.  

 Form University Centers to make the resources of universities available to the economic development community.  

 Support research of leading edge, world class economic development practices and information dissemination efforts. 

 Provide local technical assistance by filling information gaps that prevent leaders in distressed areas from making optimal 

decisions. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Rural Development is a program committed to improving the economy and quality-of-

life in rural America.  Their programs support essential public facilities and services such as water and sewer systems, housing, health 

clinics, emergency service facilities, and electric and telephone service.  They support loans to businesses through banks, credit 

unions, and community-managed lending pools.  They offer technical assistance and information to help agricultural producers and 

cooperatives get started and make improvements.  They are a key investor in rural America. 

The State of Michigan has many agencies who are involved in economic development, including the Michigan Economic 

Development Corporation (MEDC), the Michigan Economic Development Alliance (MEDA), and the Department of Labor & 

Economic Growth.  Recently the State of Michigan engaged Michigan State University to provide New Economy training, which 

includes a local government checklist to prepare for the new economy.  The principles of this training include: 

 Regionalism as the smallest unit of sustainable Smart Growth.  A region is defined as the area that functions as a 

metropolitan or regional economy.  All local units of government within a region must work together in a strategic 

approach.  The premise is that the regional hub is the most effective target for resources and innovation (these hubs are 

identified as central cities or clusters of adjacent central cities and sometimes suburbs).   

 Urban-rural interdependence means that there is a symbiotic relationship between rural and urban areas. 

 Regions must understand their strategic assets and leverage them through a regional growth plan with a common vision.  

These assets must be unique. 

 Since public and private resources are limited, all new development needs to be strategically placed. 

According to the training, the New Economy is based on seven pillars including: 

 Knowing the region‘s economic function in the global economy 

 Creating a skilled workforce 
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 Investing in an infrastructure for innovation 

 Creating great quality-of-life 

 Fostering an innovative business climate 

 Reinventing and digitizing government 

 Taking regional governance seriously 

Examples of regional strategic assets include cities, natural resources and green infrastructure, strategic location, transportation, 

universities, water resources, talent and expertise of the business community, existing industrial and business clusters and corridors, 

regional pool of civic and leisure assets, quality neighborhoods close to commercial business districts, and a positive image.  In the 

new economy, talent is the currency of economic growth and prosperity.  The talented are driven by factors such as quality-of-life; 

access to amenities; walkable healthy communities; recreation opportunities; compact communities with active living opportunities 

such as trails and bike paths; urban parks; proximity of entertainment, workplaces, residences, and other talented people; access to 

universities; access to non-auto-dependent transit; and an environment that fosters innovation, tolerance, and diversity.  The talented 

tend to create jobs rather than just look for jobs.  Place matters.  The New Economy depends on having talented individuals, new 

intellectual advancements, and entrepreneurism. 

In the old economy, being a cheap place to do business was key, but in the new economy, being rich in talent and ideas is key.  In the 

old economy, attracting companies was pivotal, but in the new economy, attracting talented, educated people is essential.  The old 

economy was based on fossil fuel dependent manufacturing while the new economy is based on sector diversity and clustering.  The 

old economy was fossil fuel dependent while the new economy is communications dependent.  Success in the old economy was based 

on skills of the labor force while new economy success is based on the ability to learn and adapt.  In the old economy people followed 

jobs, but in the new economy talented, well educated people choose location first and then find a job.  The government had a larger 

leadership role in the old economy, but they must partner with business and the nonprofit sectors to lead change in the new economy.  

Michigan must be attractive to young people to succeed.  To succeed in the new economy, L‘Anse must improve technology assets, 

embrace innovation, build on sector clustering opportunities, create more trails, add entertainment clusters, add mixed-use 

development, encourage attractive design, and manage its image.  Existing strengths include proximity to educational institutions, nice 

parks, a compact and walkable city, clustering of places and activities, a beautiful waterfront with natural amenities, and easy access to 

amenities. 
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Collaboration: Potential Partners for Economic Development 

Regional partners for economic development include the educational community (public schools, Michigan Tech, Keweenaw Bay 

Ojibwa Community College), workforce development organizations (Mi Works! Regional workforce board, Regional Skills 

Alliances), economic development organizations (Operation Action UP, Upper Peninsula Economic Development Alliance (UPEDA), 

Keweenaw Economic Development Alliance (KEDA)), Keweenaw Bay Indian Community, Baraga County Tourist and Convention 

Bureau, the regional planning commission (Western Upper Peninsula Planning and Development), County Health Department, area 

employers, and various other federal, state, and local agencies.  Area civic and social organizations and citizens have a very important 

support role as well. 

Goals and Objectives for Economic Development 

GOAL #3:  ECONOMIC SUSTAINABILITY (ES) 

To achieve a sustainable economic development program that balances social and environmental considerations along with 

economic considerations in the production and distribution of goods and services, and implements strategies that address current 

needs along with the needs of future generations.  To collaborate to enhance fiscal efficiency, stretch limited economic resources, 

and increase organizational capacity. 

Objectives for Economic Sustainability (ES) 

Objective ES1:  Discover opportunities to create a spirit of cooperation between local governments in Baraga County that will 

build upon each community’s strengths, contribute to regional growth, and address regional and global trends.  

ES1.1—Maintain ongoing support for a shared County website and funding for a professional to oversee the creation of the 

site and to direct a team of students from area educational institutions or volunteers to maintain and update the web-site. 

 Make available consistent data management templates for each municipality to be included on the site – this will present 

statistical data and progress toward community sustainability indicators. 

 Create a committee of students to search other County web-sites for ideas for design and content to direct the design 

professional on functionality and content 

 

 



 

 L’Anse Township Master Plan 2012         Page | 200  

 

ES1.2—Create a Web-Based Marketing Plan for the County or Township utilizing a team of marketing/communication 

interns from area educational institutions. 

 Stage a competition to formulate a regional identity and common message for the region or the Township, such as 

―L‘Anse, a Community of Choice‖, or ―L‘Anse, Land of Legends‖. 

 Utilize the web-site as a marketing portal, highlighting unique places and the elements that contribute to high quality-of-

life in the County/Township. 

o Feature community assets, events, and amenities 

o Feature adventure stories showcasing life in the County from different perspectives 

o Provide albums of community photos and videos (You Tube) 

o Provide a link to downloadable Community maps 

o Organize a Geo-Caching network 

o Download pictures and videos of area natural features and special places to Google Maps or Google Earth. 

ES1.3—Create a Communications Plan and effort to support the strategies of the County/Township plans and suggested 

projects by engaging the public. 

 Communication materials and newsletters 

 Press releases 

 Media support 

ES1.4—Hold Semi-Annual joint planning commission/municipal board meetings to assess progress toward regional goals.  

Include planning commissions and/or boards of surrounding jurisdictions and the Tribal Council of the Keweenaw Bay Indian 

Community. 

ES1.5—Participate in Semi-Annual meetings of all local government managers and the KBIC Economic Development 

Director or other representative to discuss collaborations and common issues and opportunities. 

ES1.6—Create Compatible Local Government Ordinances, especially between L‘Anse Township and L‘Anse Village, and 

potentially the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community, that would enable a shared ordinance enforcement officer, for example, to 

deal consistently with blight, zoning, and site plan review. 

ES1.7—Support Joint Millages for technology and communication infrastructure development across the County. 
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ES1.8—Explore the creation of Urban Service Districts to provide appropriate public services through revenue sharing 

arrangements between Townships and townships. 

ES1.9—Participate in a County-Wide Housing Analysis to determine housing supply/needs for all types and price ranges of 

housing, to evaluate various homeownership and rental models, and to recommend specific measures to address the gaps in 

housing quality and supply and anticipated future trends. 

GOAL #4:  SUSTAINABLE TOURISM (ST) 

Continue to provide for tourism development as a way to diversify the community economic base and attract potential new 

residents. 

Objectives for Sustainable Tourism (ST) 

Objective ST1:  Build upon existing tourism/recreation assets. 

ST1.1—Preserve and enhance snowmobile and ATV trail system by providing enhanced destination sites and amenities (yurt 

Townships, gear storage, etc). 

ST1.2—Participate in coordinated promotion of recreational and tourism opportunities within the County. 

 Implement coordinated wayfinding signs and maps 

 Create a walking route map with featuring destinations and amenities 

 Create a community bicycle map to highlight routes, ―rules of the road‖, problem areas, bike storage locations, and 

destinations 

 Help update the County tourism literature 

 Create updates for the County tourism web-site 

ST1.3—Update area parks to anticipate the needs/interests of tourists along with the local population.   

 Create more parking opportunities at the Waterfront Park and Marina.  Add landscaped islands and trees to the Marina 

parking lot to create a more pleasing transition to the Downtown, provide a more environmentally friendly way to manage 

stormwater run-off, and facilitate snow storage. 

 Add shower, toilet, and picnic facilities at the Marina/Waterfront Park. 
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 Extend the breakwall at the Marina to allow for expansion. 

 Install kayak lockers and a water trail stop at the Waterfront Park. 

ST1.4—Institute regulations to preserve waterfront views and public access to the water. 

ST1.5—Create an improved gateway signage amenity on the western approach to the Township. 

ST1.6—Continue to promote mainstay tourism activities such as sport fishing, camping, hiking, hunting, and mountain 

biking. 

Objective ST2:  Create new tourism/recreation opportunities. 

ST2.1—Work with the Village of L‘Anse, Village of Baraga, and KBIC to build a universal access multi-use trail network 

running the entire length of the Bay north to Pequaming.   

 Include amenities such as lighting, fitness stations, and adjacent social interaction opportunities such as community 

gardens, fenced dog parks, community parks, etc.   

 Shared-use paths should have a usable paved surface at least 10-12‘ wide, with a 2‘ graded area on each side. 

 Create connections to regional attractions and work with KBIC to include their sites of interest as appropriate. 

ST2.2—Investigate the feasibility of promoting sport fishing in the area—transform the area as a sport fishing destination.  

Work with KBIC. 

ST2.3—Support the creation of an area ORV touring trail network on County roads and connected to State lands. 

ST2.4—Create a historic/cultural Auto Touring route and map linked to trail system, area landmarks, and historic features, 

such as Ford sites. Feature activities such as bird watching, wildlife viewing, hiking, area waterfalls, scenic views, fishing, and 

hunting.  Tie in to the school trail project if completed. 

ST2.5—Promote Birdwatching & Wildlife viewing and berry picking tours.  Support with the necessary facilities and 

maps. 

ST2.6—Create new youth oriented facilities such as a movie theater or skate park. 

ST2.7—Create interpretive trails & signage for a riparian buffer project along Linden Creek. 
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ST2.8—Hiking trails and fishing facilities along the Falls River with the appropriate access easements, parking facilities, 

signage, and trail improvements. 

ST2.9—Promote a variety of winter tourism activities such as dog-sled races, snowmobile races, ice-climbing, snow 

sculptures, dog agility on snow, outdoor dance parties, sledding hills, etc. 

ST2.10—Create a coordinated effort to promote the area to new markets, such as creating a ―Facebook‖ or ―My Space‖ 

presence, or producing a web-based video highlighting unique community activities and places (such as on You-Tube). 

ST2.11—Support silent sports such as kayaking, snowshoeing, mountain biking, cross country skiing.  Reach out through 

direct contact to clubs and interest groups in other areas to coordinate exchanges of hosting activities, such as bike races, 

marathons, cross-country ski races, meditation retreats, etc. 

ST2.12—Start a rental bike program downtown. 

ST2.13—Assess the need for unique parks and gathering spaces within neighborhoods to cater to the social needs of 

specific population segments, including the very young and the aging.  Examples include neighborhood trails, sculpture 

gardens, playgrounds, discovery zones, adventure playgrounds, and community gardens. 

ST2.14—Purchase the former football field property next to the Recreation Building for use as a sledding hill and outdoor 

ice rink to compliment the indoor ice facility next door. 

ST2.15—Investigate the feasibility of new recreational facilities such as an outdoor pool and/or splash park. 

ST2.16—Explore possibilities for Eco-tourism in cooperation with surrounding jurisdictions.  Create a unique outdoor 

experience that furthers understanding of man‘s interaction with nature, such as the study of wild medicinal plants, hunting or 

fishing, gathering, or orienteering. 

Objective ST4:  Participate in a regional partnership to create a critical mass of unique attractions to serve the tourism 

industry. 

Objective ST5:  Focus on attracting residents of nearby states to reduce vulnerability of the industry due to transportation 

cost increases. 
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GOAL #5:  TALENT DEVELOPMENT (TD) 

Prioritize investment in talented people who will forge new economic opportunity and contribute to a sustainable community and 

assurance of a high quality-of-life. 

Objectives for Talent Development (TD) 

Objective TD1:  Learn more about the seasonal resident and retiree population base and tap their brain power and business 

connections. 

TD1.1—Utilize the Welcome Committee for networking. 

TD1.2—Encourage them to complete a simple web-survey to compile demographic data to better define this group and their 

potential involvement. 

TD1.3—Utilize survey data to match them to cultural and other interest groups and organizations to encourage further vesting 

in the community. 

Objective TD2:  Provide support services that facilitate human capital development. 

TD2.1—Organize transportation services such as car-pooling, ride-share, etc to decrease transportation costs by creating 

partnerships between area employers, workforce development organizations, and community service organizations.  Apply for 

the Rural and Small Urban Areas grant through the Federal Transit Administration (www.fta.dot.gov). 

Objective TD3:  Create programs to address the needs of youth, and to retain and attract them as the workforce of tomorrow.  

 

TD3.1—Set up mentoring opportunities with area businesses and industries with youth to try and move them into local jobs. 

 

TD3.2—Train youth to move into local leadership positions. 

 

TD3.3—Facilitate transportation to area activities and educational opportunities for those who need it. 

TD3.4—Create socially acceptable formats for self-expression in the arts. 

http://www.fta.dot.gov/
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TD3.5—Provide access to new technology. 

TD3.6—Create a safe place (youth center) for them to gather and socialize. 

TD3.7—Support single parents and grandparents who are raising children with a mentoring/support program.  Work with 

area religious organizations. 

TD3.8—Involve community residents and elders in educational and after-school mentoring, homework assistance, or 

chaperone programs.  In turn, students can help with chores for those who need assistance. 

Objective TD4:  Reach out to retiring baby-boomers and extended family members of the aging population who may consider 

relocating to the area for all or part of the year, stressing the recreational and scenic resources and low-stress life, community 

amenities, and beautiful summer climate. 

TD4.1—Advertise in retirement magazines and retirement web-sites. 

TD4.2—Network—ask current residents to provide contacts for extended family and friends. 

Objective TD5:  Recruit high school graduates that leave the area for higher education through strong alumni networks, and 

“welcome home” events. 

GOAL #6:  GREEN ECONOMY (GE) 

Enhance the Township’s ability to participate in the Green Economy to create new economic opportunity. 

Objectives for the Green Economy (GE) 

Objective GE1:  Improve education and workforce training to facilitate strengthening of a “Green Economy”. 

GE1.1—Look for gaps in training/education not addressed by existing educational and training organizations that may offer 

potential for workforce development in the green economy.   
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Objective GE2:  Identify opportunities to promote new “Green Businesses”. 

GE2.1—Consult with area economic development and workforce development organizations and research company annual 

reports to identify potential “green” business and industry recruits that support existing firms, are spin-offs of existing 

firms, or who are well-suited to locational amenities in The Township.   

GE2.2—Use the current L‘Anse Warden Electric Plant and CertainTeed model to create an Eco-Industrial Park that utilizes 

waste from one process as an input in another, and pursues the reduction of waste. 

GE2.3—Create a cluster of “green market” retailers selling socially- and environmentally-responsible goods and services. 

GOAL #7:  COMMUNITY RESILIENCE (CR) 

Build community resilience by enhancing local self-sufficiency and creating a collaborative community framework to address 

anticipated economic, social, and environmental change. 

Objectives for Community Resilience(CR) 

Objective CR1:  Support local food production networks to create sustainable local food sources and dependable supply 

networks.  This will increase food security, decrease costs, and provide healthier food for the area. 

CR1.1—Partner to create a successful “northern” model for local food production and share with other communities.   

CR1.2—Change local ordinances to allow community gardens, farmer‘s markets, food stands, small neighborhood stores, 

edible landscaping, and appropriate urban farming (in yard setbacks, vacant lots).  Address level of support for limited small 

animal production. 

CR1.3—Consider opportunities for public land purchases to facilitate local food production.  

CR1.4—Consult with the L‘Anse Warden Electric Company to see if their heat by-products can be used to heat facilities such 

as community greenhouses, hoop houses, aquaculture, or aquaponics facilities. 

Objective CR2:  Local Energy Production 
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CR2.1—Revise ordinances to allow for and encourage the use of renewable energy sources such as wind and solar power.  

Examples include preserving solar easements and revising standards to consider building orientation and the accommodation 

of infrastructure. 

CR2.2—Engage local government as a leader in the development of renewable energy sources. 

 Serve as a model for private companies and residents by implementing renewable energy sources whenever possible in 

public facilities first, then work to facilitate improvements in prime business and low/moderate income households. 

 Utilize the Waterfront Park or other public facilities to demonstrate new energy technologies such as solar hot water 

(bathrooms) and small scale wind energy. 

 Provide education and guidance, and coordinate and facilitate site testing to encourage utilization of renewable energy 

sources. 

 Seek or create incentives for solar installations. 

CR2.3—Consider an opportunity to participate in an area renewable energy cooperative, such as a wind cooperative. 

Objective CR3:  Local Energy Conservation 

CR3.1—Have the local government serve as a model for private companies and residents by conserving energy and 

increasing efficiency in all public facilities. 

CR3.2—Pursue and participate in the creation of a County Energy Action Plan to address rising fuel and transportation costs, 

work on renewable energy production, and to mitigate effects with conservation methods and alternative practices.  

Resource Enhancement Plan 

This portion of the Strategic Plan addresses policies, goals, and objectives for enhancement of community resources.  Content includes 

resource enhancement policy and potential partners for resource enhancement.  This section addresses Goal #9: Cultural and Historic 

Resource Enhancement, Goal #10: Public Recreation & Scenic Resources Enhancement, Goal #11: Social Environment & Quality-of-

Life Enhancement, Goal #12: Public Services Resource Enhancement, and Goal #13: Public Facilities Resource Enhancement. 
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Resource Enhancement Policy 

Cultural & Historic Resources 

The Michigan Association of Planning (MAP) realizes that cultural and historic resources, when preserved, can substantially 

contribute to the quality-of-life and economy of a community.  According to the MAP policy guide on Historic Preservation and 

Cultural Resources, MAP ―supports efforts by local governments to integrate preservation into the land planning process, including 

incorporating preservation goals into the community master plan and reconciling and coordinating preservation policies with local 

development policies.‖ 

The Michigan State Historic Preservation office (SHPO) was created in response to the National Historic Preservation Act and is 

funded by the National Park Service.  Michigan‘s SHPO provides technical assistance to local communities in their efforts to identify, 

evaluate, designate, and protect Michigan‘s historic resources.  Historic resources are districts, buildings, sites, structures, or objects 

that exemplify a period of history.  Their historical value may be achieved either through association with significant historical events; 

through association with the lives of persons significant in our past; by embodying a particular style, type, or method of construction; 

by possessing high artistic values; or by yielding, or being likely to yield, information important to history or prehistory.  These 

resources are typically fifty years of age or older, but resources of lesser age may qualify if they have extraordinary significance.  

Many communities initiate their involvement in historic preservation with a survey, followed by nominations to the national register, 

the establishment of local ordinances, façade studies, marketing analyses, owners‘ manuals, guidebooks, brochures, and video 

presentations.  Survey activity may be funded through local government expenditure, voluntary efforts and contributions, bequests 

from foundations or other organizations, as well as direct involvement by preservation agencies. 

Michigan SHPO also administers an incentives program that includes state and federal tax credits and pass-through grants available to 

Certified Local Governments (which currently does not include L‘Anse). Federal income tax credits are available for owners of 

National Register-listed income-producing properties who rehabilitate their properties as certified by the National Park Service in 

consultation with the SHPO.  State business tax credits and state income tax credits are available for owners of historic properties who 

complete rehabilitation work.  The properties, depending on their community‘s size, must be listed in the State Register, the National 

Register, or be included in a locally protected historic district.  Combined Federal and State tax credits are available to owners of 

properties that are individually qualified to participate in both the Federal and State programs.  Properties must have a depreciable end 

use; the rehabilitation must meet the Federal and State expenditure thresholds; and must be certified by both the National Park Service 

and the SHPO.   
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L‘Anse Township should work towards developing a policy to encourage the reuse and/or preservation of historic or cultural sites 

remaining in the Township.  The Township can support this goal by educating developers and businesses about Federal and State tax 

incentives and funding for historic preservation or rehabilitation.  The Township can also arrange for technical assistance for property 

owners who wish to apply for these tax and funding incentives.  An advisory committee to help implement these programs and 

techniques would simplify the process for property owners and perhaps increase utilization of these programs. 

Public Recreation Resources 

Because of tightening local budgets, local recreation programs are widely influenced by, and dependent on, federal and state funding 

programs and their policy focus.  The National Park Service administers two recreational funding programs through the Land & Water 

Conservation Fund.  Since the beginning of the program in 1965, the Land & Water Conservation Fund has provided more than $14.4 

billion dollars for federal recreation land acquisition and state and local government recreation grants.  Local governments must apply 

for the federal funding through the Michigan Department of Natural Resources & Environment (MDNRE) Grants Management 

Division.  Local governments applying for funding must have an approved recreation plan on file with the MDNRE Grants 

Management Division.  The maximum amount of a grant changes from year to year, however, funding is provided with a 50 percent  

match. 

Another federal program which is based on the SAFETEA-LU legislation (Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation 

Equity Act: A Legacy for Users) is primarily focused on transportation but may fund some recreation projects that contribute to 

transportation goals, such as shared-use (non-motorized) paths.  These projects are referred to as transportation enhancements.  Other 

fundable projects include facilities for pedestrians and bicycles; preservation of abandoned railway corridors (including conversion to 

trails); provision of safety and educational activities for pedestrians and bicyclists; inventory, control, and removal of outdoor 

advertising; scenic or historic highway programs including tourist and welcome center facilities; etc. 

The state of Michigan also realizes the importance of recreation in communities, and has retained funds from annual revenues from 

the development of State-owned mineral resources to support local government recreation as governed by Article 9, Section 35 of the 

State Constitution and Part 19 of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, 451 PA 1994.  The Natural Resources 

Trust Fund Act (Part 19 of 1994 PA 451) provides that local governments may apply for funding through the Natural Resources Trust 

fund as long as they have an approved 5-year Recreation Plan on file with the MDNRE Grants Management Division and the 

Recreation Plan supports the project.  According to the statute, a local unit of government is defined as ―a county, city, township, 

village, school district,…or any authority composed of counties, cities, townships, villages, or school districts or any combination 

thereof, which authority is legally constituted to provide public recreation.‖  Funding can be used for recreation facilities, land 

acquisition, trails, and other recreational projects.  The funding is a grant with currently a $500,000 limit and a 25 percent match. 
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Social Environment & Quality-of-Life 

Civic and cultural resources, including social organizations, events, and customs, play an integral role in defining a unique 

community.  These resources contribute to a sense of meaning, unique place, and community pride.  Organized social networks and 

enhanced cultural amenities improve the opportunity for community differentiation and attraction of new residents and businesses.  

They also provide a framework of support and involvement to help accomplish community initiatives.  All elements of the built , 

social, and natural environment can contribute to community quality-of-life. 

The University of Pennsylvania‘s sustainability indicators for quality-of-life (some of which have been modified to be more 

appropriate for L‘Anse Township) include:   

Livability, Human Amenity, and Health 

 Life expectancy (years) – goal to increase 

 Household income – goal to increase 

 Educational attainment (average years per adult) – goal to increase 

 Proportion of substandard housing – goal to reduce 

 Length of pedestrian friendly streets – goal to increase 

 Proportion of alternative housing types – goal to increase 

 Proportion of population diversity – goal to increase 

 Rebuilding Community Around a Sense of Place 

 

 Number of opportunities for centralized social activity – goal to increase 

 Number of hours of community involvement in community processes – goal to increase 

 

Public Services Resources 

A community‘s quality-of-life and its ability to attract and retain economic growth often depend on the quality and quantity of 

community services that contribute to a sense of safety, well-being, peace, and security.  A minimum level of services is expected and 

taken for granted, but a community that can go above and beyond in anticipating the unique and pressing needs of specific population 

segments can differentiate itself. 



 

 L’Anse Township Master Plan 2012         Page | 211  

 

Solid and Hazardous Waste Policy 

There will always be waste; the question is how to properly handle the waste.  Public opposition has made siting of landfills and other 

waste management facilities such as transfer stations, incinerators, recycling facilities and composting yards very difficult .  The 

American Planning Association (APA) has drafted general and more specific policies on solid waste management.  APA‘s general 

policy states they support managing solid waste with the following hierarchy; reduce, reuse, recycle, waste to energy, incinerate and 

landfill.  Some of APA‘s more specific policies include: 

 Supporting laws that regulate the type and amount of packaging.  This would include incentives for the use of refillable 

products and products packaged in recycled material. 

 Supporting laws requiring recycling and reuse of materials as well as incentives to encourage the use of recycled paper 

fiber instead of cutting raw materials. 

 Supporting the recycling of contaminated demolition debris, volume reduction by removal of demolition debris containing 

hazardous material, and use of technologies such as compaction or environmentally safe waste-to-energy. 

 Support interstate and intrastate regional partnerships between governments at all levels to coordinate solutions for solid 

and hazardous waste management problems. 

 Support actions that lead to the expansion and stabilization of the economic base for recycling.  Support existing and new 

laws that encourage the growth of the recycled material markets. 

 

The University of Pennsylvania sustainability indicators for public services, including materials and waste handing are: 

 Proportion of sewage and industrial waste treated to reusable quality – goal to increase 

 Amount of sewage and industrial waste discharged to streams or lake – goal to reduce 

 Recycling of building materials – goal to increase 

 Consumption of paper and packaging per capita – goal to reduce 

 Amount of solid waste – goal to reduce, or alternately, Recycling rates – goal to increase 

 Amount of organic waste returned to soil – goal to increase 

Public Facilities Resources 

One important goal of local government leadership is to ensure the best level of public service provision and the highest quality of 

public facilities that the community can afford in a fiscally-responsible approach.  This goal must be balanced with the many other 

important areas of focus for local governments. 
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Collaboration: Potential Partners for Resource Enhancement 

It is increasingly important for local governments to collaborate on resource enhancement initiatives of all types.  In today‘s mobile 

economy, municipal borders become less relevant as residents enjoy the assets and amenities of the larger area.  It makes sense that a 

Township would partner with a Village to improve commonly-utilized resources and to get the most impact for the dollar.  In addition 

to collaborating with federal and state agencies for funding and technical support, local governments can work together to improve 

services and facilities, earning even greater funding support at the state and federal levels based on the collaboration.  Local 

developers, businesses, and citizens also play an important role in supporting the physical and social infrastructure of a community. 

Goals and Objectives for Resource Enhancement 

GOAL #8:  CULTURAL & HISTORIC RESOURCE ENHANCEMENT (CH) 

Preserve important cultural and historic resources for the enjoyment and education of future generations.  These resources 

provide a link to the past, enhance a sense of place, build community pride, and provide potential for increased tourism and 

economic vitality.  

Objectives for Cultural & Historic Resource Protection (CH) 

Objective CH1:  Respect the history and character of existing “community landmarks”, whether natural or built, and work to 

preserve and share these landmarks that increase a sense of community. 

CH1.1—Create an ongoing survey and evaluation process for historic resources and determine if preservation or adaptive 

reuse strategies will be utilized. 

CH1.2—Utilize volunteers to facilitate the application of historic buildings and sites to the National Register. 

CH1.3—Feature the historic, scenic, and recreational assets of L‘Anse Township in a narrated walking tour (either by 

podcast or rented audio equipment), and on a tour map.   

GOAL #9:  PUBLIC RECREATION & SCENIC RESOURCES ENHANCEMENT (PR) 

Preserve and enhance public access and enjoyment of unique natural amenities and create a community that supports active living 

and recreation environments. 
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Objectives for Public Recreation (PR) 

Objective PR1:  Create interconnected regional greenways/trailways systems connecting public parks and other recreation 

amenities as well as wildlife corridors. 

PR1.1—Collaborate in the creation of a scenic/recreational/interpretive multi-use trail along the Keweenaw Bay 

waterfront between Baraga and L‘Anse and Pequaming. 

PR1.2—Create a scenic bluff trail or boardwalk with interpretive gardens and historic signage. 

PR1.3—Pursue other trail opportunities including cross-country ski trails, snowmobile trails, an ORV trail network, and 

wildlife and birdwatching nature trails.   

PR1.4—Support the school‘s plan to develop on-site handicapped accessible nature trails for senior citizens. 

Objective PR2:  Utilize Universal Access principles in public recreation facilities. 

PR2.1—Update public spaces, recreational facilities, and natural areas to provide increased opportunity for Universal Access 

(ADA compliance). 

PR2.2—Provide benches along frequently traveled pedestrian routes between shopping and senior housing. 

Objective PR3:  Create a Township Recreation Rental Program to make available recreational equipment such as lawn games, 

field games, court games, silent sports, fishing, etc., perhaps to be coordinated by the fitness center or other downtown 

business. 

PR3.1—Create multiple mini-parks closer to neighborhoods to serve specific population segments. 

PR3.2—Consider creating an outdoor ice rink and sledding hill at the former football field location by the Recreation 

Building. 

PR3.3—Improve the Township Ball fields. 
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GOAL #10:  SOCIAL ENVIRONMENT & QUALITY-OF-LIFE ENHANCEMENT (SQ) 

Pursue strategies that sustain L’Anse as a safe and healthy place to live, support a sense of a diverse yet cohesive community, 

preserve community traditions, and provide opportunities for all residents to be engaged in the social sphere and help accomplish 

community goals.  

Objectives for Social Environment & Quality-of-Life Enhancement (SQ) 

 

Objective SQ1:  Nurture a sense of attachment and commitment to “place” to enhance the social fabric of the community. 

 

SQ1.1—Focus on the creation of “third places” as a powerful focal point for community, built around treasured places, 

rituals, and events.  (Third places are those other than home or work) 

 

SQ1.2—Improve public social amenities in the population center. 

Objective SQ2:  Re-orient the community to people instead of the automobile with good design of public spaces and the built 

environment. 

SQ2.1—Minimize the need for parking space to accommodate a more pedestrian-friendly environment. 

 Coordinate parking for mixed-uses that have peak demand at different times of the day, such as evening entertainment uses 

and daytime office uses. 

 Provide parking spaces for office and retail workers in peripheral lots downtown, and save high proximity spaces for retail 

customers. 

 Minimize surface parking lots in downtowns by narrowing drive lanes, adding on-street parking, utilizing shared parking, 

or subsidizing parking structures. 

SQ2.2—Provide bicycle parking facilities throughout core commercial areas, in office development, and at schools and 

parks. 

Objective SQ3:  Promote schools as a community resource center, and integrate multi-generational programs with the goal of 

increased knowledge transfer and citizen involvement. 
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GOAL #11:  PUBLIC SERVICES RESOURCE ENHANCEMENT (PS) 

Provide for efficient public service provision and facility management to most effectively protect and utilize public investment.   

Objectives for Public Services Resource Enhancement (PS) 

Objective PS1:  Enhance telecommunication services to facilitate the transition to the “new” or “knowledge” economy and 

create an opportunity to increase the education and skills of residents and link them to a global network. 

PS1.1— Maintain an updated Township website to provide basic information on community services and events and to 

market and promote the community and its unique assets including business, arts, and crafts offerings. 

Objective PS2:  Provide environmentally- and socially-responsible Solid Waste Management Services. 

PS2.1—Utilize the Township or County web-site to educate citizens on solid waste handling and correct disposal methods 

and composting practices. 

PS2.2—Participate in the creation of a County or Regional Solid Waste Management Plan and implement the 

recommendations including creating recycling opportunities.  

PS2.3—Explore the feasibility of a deconstruction program to provide job opportunity; support small business development; 

benefit the environment; eliminate blight; provide a source for rehabilitation materials for historic districts; reduce waste; 

increase sustainability of wood and other resources; and provide affordable materials for rehabilitation. 

GOAL #12:  PUBLIC FACILITIES RESOURCE ENHANCEMENT (PF) 

Make sure that all public facilities set a good example for sustainable design and operation and provide an essential public service 

in the most efficient manner. 

Objectives for Public Facilities Resource Enhancement (PF) 

Objective PF1:  Fix-It-First:  Do not add new infrastructure if current infrastructure or facilities are not maintained due to 

limited financial or organizational resources. 
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Objective PF2:  Create plans to conserve energy and increase efficiency in all public facilities and to adopt renewable energy 

technology when possible, thereby creating a model for private companies and residents to follow. 

Objective PF3:  Accessibility:  Ensure that public buildings that serve a communal purpose, such as libraries, are accessible to 

all and are located where those that cannot afford to drive (or are unable to drive due to age or disability) can reach them.  

Objective PF4:  Enhance the aesthetics and function of parking areas. 

PF4.1—Large surface parking lots should be visually and functionally segmented into several smaller lots with no one lot 

over three acres unless divided by a street or building.  

PF4.2—All parking lots should be planted with sufficient trees so that within ten years 70% of the surface area of the lot is 

shaded to reduce the urban heat island effect, unless the lot will be fitted with a framework of solar collection panels.  

PF4.3—Whenever possible, overflow parking areas should be developed with a permeable surface. 

Objective PF5:  Analyze the need for an additional cemetery facility and evaluate alternatives. 

Objective PF6:  Perform marina improvements, including extending the break wall to provide additional capacity, and  

adding landscaped islands, trees, and natural stormwater management solutions to the parking lot to preserve water quality 

and provide a more pleasing transition to the Downtown. 

Infrastructure Enhancement Plan 

This portion of the Strategic Plan addresses policies, goals, and objectives for enhancement of community infrastructure.  Content 

includes infrastructure enhancement policy and potential partners for infrastructure enhancement.  This section addresses Goal #14: 

Transportation Enhancement.  

Infrastructure Enhancement Policy 

Transportation Resources 

Transportation is closely linked to land use, future development, economic growth, greenhouse gas emissions, environmental 

protection, accessibility, mobility, and equity issues.  The priority of most transportation programs in the past was to ensure the 

integrity of the Federal and State highway systems, airports, and important ports.  Today, federal and state governments have begun to 
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place more focus on supporting alternative transportation modes to increase the diversity and security of the system and meet Smart 

Growth goals.  There is also an increasing awareness that highways, as a part of public space, can contribute to and be compatible with 

other community goals including community aesthetics and connectivity.  There is a growing awareness of the link between 

transportation (which is often controlled by federal or state agencies) and land use (which is usually controlled by local governments) 

and the need for collaboration and coordination. 

Since the passage of the ISTEA (Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991; P.L.102-240), the Federal Government 

has funded Transportation Enhancement (TE) under the Surface Transportation Program (STP).  ISTEA was a major federal effort to 

address the criticisms of the traditional transportation planning process, including the favoring of the automobile over all other modes 

of transportation.  It also required consideration of air quality and congestion management goals and the participation of stakeholders 

such as transit operators and state and local elected officials in the transportation planning process.  In 1998 Congress passed TEA-21 

(the Transportation Equity Act for the 21
st
 Century) P.L.105-178.  TEA-21 added two eligible categories, safety and educational 

activities for pedestrians and bicyclists, and transportation museums.  The TE activities were changed once more in 2005 when 

congress passed the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient, and Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU; 

P.L.105-59).  This act made it clear that only activities related to surface transportation would be eligible for funding and listed 12 

eligible activities.  The activities eligible for TE funding include (1) provision of facilities for pedestrians and bicycles; (2) provision 

of safety and educational activities for pedestrian and bicyclists, (3) acquisition of scenic easements and scenic or historic sites; (4) 

scenic or historic highway programs (including the provision of tourist and welcome center facilities); (5) landscaping and other 

scenic beautification; (6) historic preservation; (7) rehabilitation and operation of historic transportation buildings, structures, or 

facilities (including historic railroad facilities and canals); (8) preservation of abandoned railway corridors (including the conversion 

and use of the corridors for pedestrian or bicycle trails); (9) inventory, control, and removal of outdoor advertising; (10) 

archaeological planning and research; (11) environmental mitigation to address water pollution due to highway runoff, or reduce 

vehicle-caused wildlife mortality while maintaining habitat connectivity; (12) establishment of transportation museums. 

Governor Granholm recently signed legislation for a Complete Streets program in Michigan.  Complete Streets means that in road 

planning, consideration is given to all of the legal users of the roadway during the planning and design phases to determine if any 

relevant accommodations are necessary or appropriate within the project.  This legislation mirrors a national movement, but it does 

not mandate any local road agency adopt this policy or spend extra money for non-motorized facilities unless, for example, the county 

or village receives money from the Michigan transportation fund annually.  If a village receives  money from the Michigan 

transportation fund annually, that village shall prepare a five-year program for the improvement of qualified nonmotorized facilities 

which when implemented would result in the expenditure of an amount equal to at least one percent of the amount distributed to the 

village in the previous calendar year, multiplied by 10, less the accumulated total expenditures by the village for qualified 

nonmotorized facilities in the immediately preceding 5 calendar years.  The program may be established in conjunction with or 
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separate from already existing highways, roads, and streets and shall be established when a highway, road, or street is being 

constructed, reconstructed, or relocated unless: 

 The cost of establishing the facilities would be disproportionate to the need or probable use 

 The establishment of the facilities would be contrary to public safety or state or federal law 

 Adequate facilities for nonmotorized transportation already exist in the area 

 The previous expenditures and projected expenditures for nonmotorized transportation facilities for the fiscal year exceed 

one percent of that unit‘s share of the Michigan transportation fund, in which case additional expenditures shall be 

discretionary. 

Although the policy is optional for local governments, the policy benefits local communities.  The changes to Act 51 under P.A. 135 

include consultation between counties, cities, villages, and MDOT when planning a non-motorized project affecting a transportation 

facility belonging to another road agency; non-motorized transportation improvements must meet accepted best practices; Act 51 

agencies will notify one another when their five-year non-motorized programs are finalized; and non-motorized facilities contributing 

to complete streets are eligible for funding.   

Collaboration: Potential Partners for Infrastructure Enhancement 

The Township should participate in cooperative efforts to address such transportation issues as access management on the highway 

corridor and Complete Streets policies.  The Township also has a stake in regional transportation initiatives to preserve or enhance rail 

or port transportation modes and non-motorized transportation modes.  The County Health Department (through State Health 

Department funding) has access to funds for Complete Streets planning and implementation projects and Safe Routes to Schools 

projects.  USDA Rural Development programs will continue to be of great assistance in improving community sewer and water 

facilities. 

Goals and Objectives for Infrastructure Enhancement 

GOAL #13:  TRANSPORTATION ENHANCEMENT (TE) 

Continue to grow and improve the transportation infrastructure that is key to economic growth in the region, including roads, 

bridges, non-motorized facilities, air service, and rail lines. 
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Objectives for Transportation Enhancement (TE) 

Objective TE1:  Participate in Regional Transportation Planning initiatives. 

TE1.1—Explore the feasibility of expanding freight and passenger rail and shipping service to the County. 

Objective TE2:  Roadway System Improvements 

TE2.1—“Fix it First” philosophy for roads.  Do not add new infrastructure if current infrastructure or facilities are not 

maintained due to limited financial or organizational resources. 

TE2.2—Institute access management principles for the highway corridor to protect safety and capacity of the highway 

system and preserve the value of the public investment in the road system.  Incorporate into the zoning ordinance. 

TE2.3—Utilize as asset management program to evaluate and document road conditions and inform capital improvement 

decisions.  Training and software vailable through Michigan Tech LTAP services. 

TE2.4—Maintain a 5-year traffic count, accident history, and sign inventory. 

TE2.5—Explore the feasibility of an additional street connection between the Downtown and US-41, providing an additional 

western entrance to the Township. 

TE2.6— Maintain the connectivity level and integrity of the traditional grid street pattern into the future.   

TE2.7— Adopt Complete Streets standards and implement in all street projects. 

Objective TE3: Strategies for other Transportation Modes 

TE3.1— Preserve and protect community rail service to enhance community sustainability and resilience. 

TE3.2— Preserve and improve public transit options. 

TE3.3— Preserve and improve harbor and port facilities. 

Objective TE4:  Non-Motorized Transportation Improvements 
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TE4.1—Pursue funding support to create a Non-Motorized Transportation Plan to identify specific projects and phases in a 

systems approach that will help address the Complete Streets policy and enhance the Township‘s ability to get funding for 

these projects.  Include all appropriate road agencies in the process. 

TE4.2— Require walkable designs including non-motorized connections and bicycle facilities in all new development. 

TE4.3—Incorporate complete, integrated, clearly-marked, non-motorized transportation networks as a priority project in 

Capital Improvement Plans. 

 Provide multiple routes to community activity centers. 

 Enhance the Pedestrian environment in all urban areas by orienting all roads to the pedestrian as much as possible.  

o Create continuous sidewalk networks within and between all neighborhoods and major activity centers. 

o Minimum width of 5 feet for new sidewalks (wider when bicycling and inline skating activities are combined with 

pedestrians). 

o When possible, utilize a buffer of 4-10 feet between the sidewalk and the curb (the wider the road, the greater the 

traffic speed, the wider the buffer).  When a buffer is not possible, make the sidewalk wider to allow pedestrians to 

move away from the curb, or narrow the drive lanes to ten feet (on low speed roads) with a drive line encouraging 

vehicles to drive closer to the center line, leaving the extra pavement space at the edge as a buffer between cars and 

pedestrians. 

o Utilize on-street parking and bike lanes as functional buffers between pedestrians and traffic. 

o Provide adequate, downcast lighting at heights of 8-12 feet to enhance security. 

o Make sure that street furniture, landscaping, and sidewalk signs do not create hazards for visually impaired people 

or block pedestrian flow. 

o Add sidewalk connections between cul-de-sacs, dead-end roads, and roads that do not intersect. 

 Minimize the number of driveways and curb cuts that create obstacles for pedestrians and bicyclists by incorporating 

access management principles such as shared driveways on arterials and major connecting streets. 

 Create safe pedestrian crossings offering sufficient time for crossing, or narrow the crossing distance with bump-outs that 

bring the pedestrian into view beyond parked cars before crossing.  Utilize striping or contrasting pavement colors to make 

these crossings more visible to motorists. 

 Create safe, attractively landscaped pedestrian paths (minimum of 5‘ path) from all public sidewalks to the front entrance 

of commercial uses, utilizing special striping across parking lots. 

 Implement alternative modes of transportation in road improvement projects.  Consider adding bike lanes, pedestrian 

infrastructure, and street amenities to Main and Broad streets with road reconstruction and resurfacing projects. 
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TE4.4—Conduct sidewalk inspections and schedule repairs as part of annual maintenance operations and consider funding 

sidewalk maintenance and repair through special assessments.   

GOAL #14:  UTILITY INFRASTRUCTURE ENHANCEMENT (UE) 

Continue to grow and improve the physical infrastructure that is key to economic growth in the region, including utility service, 

power generation and transmission infrastructure. 

Objectives for Utility Infrastructure Enhancement (UE) 

Objective UE1:  Water System Improvements 

UE1.1—Create a Water System Master Plan with a hydraulic model and a five year capital improvement plan.  

UE1.2—Annually update the water system map with the records from construction projects completed. 

Objective UE2:  Stormwater System Improvements 

UE2.1—Implement Stormwater Management Practices that include the reduction of impervious surfaces and utilization of 

biofiltration methods. 

 Low impact development and innovative stormwater management standards should be incorporated into the zoning ordinance.   

 Utilize shared parking techniques to reduce amount of impervious pavement and access drives. 

 Reduce parking requirements and area of parking lots to be in alignment with walkability and Smart Growth goals. 

 Minimize street widths. 

 Create on-site biological wastewater treatment systems with new development and redevelopment whenever possible, utilizing 
collected water for on-site irrigation.  Treat all urban runoff on-site with biological retention and filtration areas. 

 Utilize permeable paving materials when possible. 

UE2.2—Compile a comprehensive storm sewer map and consider televising the system to determine pipe composition and 

condition and prepare a preventive maintenance plan and schedule. 

UE2.3—Prepare a maintenance budget. 
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Objective UE3:  Wastewater System Improvements 

UE3.1—Maintain a sewer line cleaning maintenance program. 

UE3.2—Evaluate the impact of future large-scale development on the treatment process.  

UE3.3—Annually update the sanitary system comprehensive map with the records from construction projects completed. 

UE3.4—Implement a septic inspection program to identify failing septic systems and promote system improvement at time-

of-sale or upon application for building permits. 
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Zoning Plan 

Comparison of Future Land Uses to Current Zoning Districts 

The following table contains a summary of how the future land use categories for L‘Anse Township relate to the current zoning 

ordinance categories and the future zoning categories. 

 

New Zoning District Descriptions 

L‘Anse Township is currently in the process of updating the zoning ordinance to be compatible with this Master Plan.  Therefore, in 

general, the new zoning district descriptions are closely related to the future land use descriptions as presented in this Plan. 

Mixed-Use Cluster District 

The intent of the Mixed-Use Cluster District is to promote the establishment of a mix of vertically and horizontally integrated uses 

including retail, office, institutional, residential, and other non-residential uses while preserving traditional downtown and 

neighborhood character.  This integration of uses will facilitate shopping and service opportunities close to neighborhoods, and will 

accommodate non-motorized forms of transportation including public transit.  Development in this district will provide for commerce 

at a density and scale that is appropriate for nearby residential areas, while placing primary importance on a safe and pleasing 

pedestrian environment.   

Future Land Use Category Future Zoning Category Current Zoning Category

Corridor Mixed Use Corridor Mixed Use I-1/R-1-C

Forest Preservation/Recreation Conservation Recreation Forest Resource

General Industrial General Industrial Forest Resource/A R

Institutional Conservation Recreation Forest Resource/R-1-C

Low Density Rural Residential Rural Residential A R/R-1-C/Forest Resource

Medium Density Residential Rural Residential/Medium Density Residential A R/R-1-C/Forest Resource

Mixed Density Residential Mixed Density Residential R-1-C/Forest Resource

Mixed Use Cluster Mixed Use Cluster A R/Forest Resource

Park and Community Recreation Conservation Recreation A R/Forest Resource

Protection Zone Resource Protection Overlay Underlying District

Resource Density Agriculture District A R/Forest Resource

Waterfront Residential Medium Density Residential R-1-C/Forest Resource
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New development will be compatible with traditional form, with shallow building setbacks and sidewalks separating buildings from 

the street.  Commerce is closely integrated with residences to encourage vitality and safety as residents keep eyes on the streets.  Trees 

and vegetation are necessary to improve the pedestrian landscape and provide buffers from activity. 

This district is also intended to contain a mix of housing types and residential densities.  Appropriate buffers and careful layout of 

structures and parking are important in this area to ensure compatibility.  

Corridor Mixed-Use District 

The Corridor Mixed-Use District is centered around a vital transportation artery that contains gateway connections to a Downtown 

area and important crossroads intersections.  The corridor provides a concentrated and convenient location for auto-oriented uses that 

are appropriately buffered from other mixed-uses along the major transportation route.  This district is intended to be a diverse, 

generally pedestrian-friendly environment that accommodates adequate vehicular access while creating an aesthetically pleasing 

entrance into the Township.  Regional-serving, larger scale commercial and service uses are accommodated strategically along with 

residential uses.   

The standards will reflect the community‘s desire to further economic development while enhancing the visual quality of the area and 

adding amenities necessary to attract business, residents, and visitors.   Highway function will be preserved through access 

management principles such as reduced curb cuts, shared internal circulation, shared drives, and frontage/service roads.  However, 

motorized access and car-oriented activities will be carefully designed and screened to place emphasis on the main building entrances.  

Surface parking must be accommodated in this district, but is preferably located in the rear of the property or screened or buffered 

from view.  The area is intended to incorporate various transportation modes, including all-season non-motorized connections (i.e. 

sidewalks, pathways, and trails) to increase the ease, safety, and convenience of walking and bicycling from surrounding 

neighborhoods.  Future development or redevelopment will include improvements to the pedestrian realm, bicycle network, road 

crossings, and landscaping.  Redevelopment will include the addition of trees, landscaped buffers, and bio-retention areas.   

Industrial District 

This area includes industrial service, manufacturing, bulk commodities, and marine uses which engage in intense scale or volume of 

activity and may store materials or vehicles outdoors.  Few customers, especially the general public, come to the site. These areas are 

characterized by the presence of heavy machinery, building materials, and raw materials for processing and storage, and the utilization 

of chemicals and intense processes.  Appropriate landscape buffers are very important in transition areas around the perimeter of these 
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uses.  The planting of trees is encouraged to soften the impact of buildings of large scale or bulk and outdoor storage areas.  This 

development needs access to minor arterials and collector roads, and roads will be designed to reflect heavier loads and expanded 

turning radii.   

Mixed Density Residential District 

The Mixed-Density Residential (M-R) district is generally located where all of the facilities for urban living, including community 

sewer and water facilities, are available.  This area offers a full range of housing choices including higher intensity multi-family 

residential uses, attached townhouses and condos, mobile home parks, small lot single-family, and larger-lot single family generally in 

a traditional neighborhood context.  District regulations are designed to encourage a suitable social and civic environment for family 

life, and convenient access to essential products and services, by including small, non-residential, neighborhood-serving uses 

compatible with existing residential form.  The appropriate amount of open spaces and recreational opportunities are provided.  This 

district is intended to promote a sense of community and neighborhood vitality.  A framework of well-connected, grid street systems 

with sidewalks within a compact form allow the efficient provision of infrastructure.  This District is meant to encourage a diversity of 

housing types for various income levels, and to encourage affordable housing options.  Provisions for pedestrian and bicycle 

circulation is very important in this district, as are related pedestrian-scale infrastructure and amenities.  This area is meant to contain 

the highest concentration of residentially-compatible uses in order to provide vitality around core transportation routes and the 

Downtown.   

Residential District 

The Residential district (R-1) provides for one- to two-story larger-lot single-family residential development and conservation 

subdivision (cluster or open space) development in areas that begin a transition to rural forest or agricultural areas and wetlands in the 

neighboring Township.  This district is meant to support a more rural setting with greater building setbacks and preservation of natural 

landscape features and open space.  This District also allows for food production and limited agricultural pursuits close to urban areas 

to enhance food security. Pedestrian circulation systems such as sidewalks or trail systems and amenities are supported.  Some 

carefully located and managed neighborhood-serving mixed-uses may be allowed for the convenience of residents. 

Rural Residential District 

The Rural Residential District includes properties with a residence (normally a permanent single-family residence, but may include 

seasonal use) normally with septic and private well.  A slightly higher residential density is envisioned for properties along County 

primary roads when the development is formatted as a residential conservation or cluster development, provided that at least 60% of 

the space is usable, undeveloped, open space and that approved waste handling systems are engineered. 
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Conservation Recreation District 

The Conservation and Recreation (CR) district is intended to protect both unsubdivided natural areas and publicly-owned lands 

generally used for recreation.  This will allow the Township to retain some contiguous natural areas that can be utilized for greenbelts, 

wetlands, scenic areas, wildlife habitat, and low intensity outdoor recreation along with the higher intensity outdoor recreation areas 

and facilities.  Environmentally-conscious regulations are intended to protect water quality and sensitive environmental resources by 

providing a buffer of low-intensity uses.  Typical uses include forest and wildlife management, riparian buffers, parks, trails, and 

playgrounds.  Other uses that may be allowed as special uses include recreational camps and clubs and low intensity, passive outdoor 

recreation.  Other uses may be accommodated at low density and low intensity. 

Agriculture District 

The Agricultural District is established for which the principle use of the land is for agricultural uses such as farming, forestry, dairy, 

and plant nurseries.  The intent of this district is to: 

 Promote and encourage the use of the land for agricultural operations. 

 Prohibit certain commercial or industrial uses of the land that would substantially interfere with the continuation of sound 

agricultural uses. 

 Encourage the discontinuance of existing uses that would not be permitted as new uses under the provisions of this chapter. 

 Promote the conservation of agricultural land. 

Resource Protection Overlay Zone 

In establishing this overlay district, the L‘Anse Township recognizes that the economic and environmental well being of the 

community, and the health, safety, and general welfare of the people of L‘Anse is dependent on, and connected with, the preservation 

of natural areas near the rivers, streams, and bluffs associated with Keweenaw Bay and Lake Superior.  The specific intent of the 

overlay zone is to:  

 Protect riparian and aquatic ecosystems and their chemical, physical, biological, economic, and social attributes. 

 Prevent the degradation of water quality or excessive unnatural sedimentation into Lake Superior by protecting the rivers, 

streams, and floodplains of the Township. 

 Provide for the infiltration of stormwater runoff to remove pollutants before they negatively impact water resources. 

 Maintain the base flow of water courses. 
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 Protect the integrity of the steep slopes and bluffs that provide a scenic view of Keweenaw Bay and are a distinctive and 

valuable natural feature in the L‘Anse Township. 

 To minimize bluff instability to avoid the erosion, undermining, slumping, or collapse of steep slopes. 

 Preserve maintenance-free native vegetation and protect natural features including trees, wildlife habitat, and environmentally 

sensitive areas within the overlay zone.   

 Preserve the tree canopy to shade streams and promote desirable aquatic organisms. 

 Contribute to the organic matter that is a source of food and energy for the aquatic ecosystem. 

 Encourage coordination between local government, county, state, federal, and tribal agencies concerned with natural resources. 

 Assist landowners and developers to implement more sustainable land management practices. 

 To supplement other laws and regulations impacting the protected areas. 
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Implementation Plan  

 

The L‘Anse Township Master Plan forms a framework for zoning and other public policies which serve to enforce the community 

vision.  The Michigan Planning Enabling Act requires the Master Plan be reviewed at least every five years to determine if updating is 

needed. 

As the developers of the Master Plan, the Planning Commission is responsible for reviewing the recommendations and progress of the 

Plan.  In order to keep the Plan up-to-date the Planning Commission should: 

 Update the demographic section of the Plan as new Census information becomes available 

 Delete goals and objectives that have been accomplished and add any new goals if needed 

 Modify the Future Land Use Map as needed, if zoning changed have occurred that have changed the development vision of the 

Township. 

 

This Master Plan represents several years of work by the Planning Commission, L‘Anse Township staff and the residents.  The 

creation of the Plan involved collecting and analyzing data on population, housing, transportation, public facilities, recreation, and 

land use as well as information collected from community surveys and public workshops conducted throughout the process.  This Plan 

is a true community vision and therefore it is important that the goals and objectives be implemented in order to achieve this vision. 
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Discover Our People--L'anseDiscover Our People--L'anseDiscover Our People--L'anseDiscover Our People--L'anse

Some of the most important resources in any community are people and their various experiences, talents, and skills. 
Identification of those who can serve as potential mentors, leaders, subject experts, and teachers provides a 
foundation for creating and improving talent. 

At the same time, the community needs to facilitate interaction to best utilize the skills and knowledge of its 
citizens. This survey is intended to identify valuable "people" assets in L'Anse, and to explore ways to bring people 
together in sharing and growing.

Please contact Kelly Drake, Planner, U. P. Engineers & Architects, with questions or problems. She can be reached 
at 1-800-862-6061 or by e-mail at kdrake@upea.com 

You will have the choice of providing your name at the end of the survey. You may begin the survey at any time 
and return at a later time, but once you click done, you cannot return to the survey. It is important that you 
complete the survey. The bar at the top of the page will let you know how far you have progressed toward finishing 
the survey. You may have to scroll down to see all the questions on the page. Click "next" to go to the next page of 
questions, click "prev" to return to the previous page. You will be given the chance to select "done" after the last 
question. You can return and finish your responses at any time unless you have selected "done".

Survey participants filling out a paper form can return it to the Township Hall or mail to:
U. P. Engineers & Architects
Attn. Kelly Drake
102 W. Washington, Ste 217
Marquette, MI 49855

Thank you for your participation!

1. Introduction
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Discover Our People--L'anseDiscover Our People--L'anseDiscover Our People--L'anseDiscover Our People--L'anse

1. I live in (name of township, village, city) . . .

2. How long have you lived there?

3. Choose highest level of education completed.

2. Getting to Know You

Less than 5 years
 

nmlkj

5-10 years
 

nmlkj

Between 10 and 20 years
 

nmlkj

All my life
 

nmlkj

Less than High School graduate
 

nmlkj

High School graduate
 

nmlkj

Some college, no degree
 

nmlkj

Associate's Degree
 

nmlkj

4 year degree (Bachelor's)
 

nmlkj

Graduate or Professional Degree
 

nmlkj

Other (please specify)
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Discover Our People--L'anseDiscover Our People--L'anseDiscover Our People--L'anseDiscover Our People--L'anse

Please select all areas in which you have skill or strength.

4. My domestic and food skills.

3. Domestic and Food Skills

Sewing/tailoring
 

gfedc

Canning/preserving foods
 

gfedc

Baking
 

gfedc

Basic cooking
 

gfedc

Vegetable gardening
 

gfedc

Flower gardening
 

gfedc

Organic Gardening
 

gfedc

Fruit growing
 

gfedc

Crop farming/haying
 

gfedc

Livestock/Animal husbandry
 

gfedc

Beekeeping
 

gfedc

Hunting
 

gfedc

Fishing
 

gfedc

International Cuisine (list type below)
 

gfedc

Trapping
 

gfedc

Nutrition
 

gfedc

Homeopathy
 

gfedc

Alternative medicine
 

gfedc

Massage
 

gfedc

Candle making
 

gfedc

Soap making
 

gfedc

Housekeeping
 

gfedc

Spatial Organization (closets, storage, 

etc)
gfedc

Money management
 

gfedc

Child care
 

gfedc

Elder care
 

gfedc

Other (please specify)
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Discover Our People--L'anseDiscover Our People--L'anseDiscover Our People--L'anseDiscover Our People--L'anse

Please select all areas in which you have skill or strength.

5. My vocational skills.

4. Vocational Skills

Plumbing
 

gfedc

Electrical
 

gfedc

Carpentry/construction
 

gfedc

Heavy equipment operation
 

gfedc

Woodworking
 

gfedc

Concrete/Masonry/Stonework
 

gfedc

Flooring
 

gfedc

Tile
 

gfedc

Auto repairs
 

gfedc

Small engine repairs
 

gfedc

Welding
 

gfedc

Painting (exterior/interior/wall/floor)
 

gfedc

Other (please specify)
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Discover Our People--L'anseDiscover Our People--L'anseDiscover Our People--L'anseDiscover Our People--L'anse

Please select all areas in which you have skill or strength.

6. My art/craft/design skills

5. Arts/Crafts/Design Skills

Stained glass/Mosaics
 

gfedc

Beadwork
 

gfedc

Needlework
 

gfedc

Artistic Painting (oil, watercolor, etc)
 

gfedc

Drawing (pencil, pastels, etc)
 

gfedc

Specialty Interior Painting 

(faux/stenciling)
gfedc

Quilting
 

gfedc

Other fiber arts
 

gfedc

Pottery/Ceramics
 

gfedc

Jewelry making
 

gfedc

Other metal work
 

gfedc

Photography
 

gfedc

2D Mixed Media
 

gfedc

3D Mixed Media
 

gfedc

Sculpture
 

gfedc

Furniture making/repair
 

gfedc

Printmaking
 

gfedc

Woodworking
 

gfedc

Leather work
 

gfedc

Basketry
 

gfedc

Digital art
 

gfedc

Graphic design
 

gfedc

Animation
 

gfedc

Other (please specify)
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Discover Our People--L'anseDiscover Our People--L'anseDiscover Our People--L'anseDiscover Our People--L'anse

Please select all areas in which you have skill or strength.

7. My cultural and recreational skills.

6. Cultural and Recreational Skills

Theater
 

gfedc

Storytelling
 

gfedc

Dance (list type below)
 

gfedc

Singing (list type below)
 

gfedc

Historian (list topic below)
 

gfedc

Writing (list type below)
 

gfedc

Instrumental (list instrument below)
 

gfedc

Languages (list specific below)
 

gfedc

Film or Video (list type/application below)
 

gfedc

Sports (list below)
 

gfedc

Games (list below)
 

gfedc

Other (please specify)
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Discover Our People--L'anseDiscover Our People--L'anseDiscover Our People--L'anseDiscover Our People--L'anse

Please select all areas in which you have skill or strength.

8. My technical skills.

7. Technical Skills

Accounting/bookkeeping
 

gfedc

Web-site design
 

gfedc

Computer maintenance
 

gfedc

Computer programming
 

gfedc

Desktop publishing
 

gfedc

Data/Information management
 

gfedc

Computer networking
 

gfedc

Word processing
 

gfedc

Spreadsheets
 

gfedc

Computer software (list programs below)
 

gfedc

Other (please specify)
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Discover Our People--L'anseDiscover Our People--L'anseDiscover Our People--L'anseDiscover Our People--L'anse

Please select all areas in which you have skill or strength.

9. My miscellaneous knowledge or competencies

8. Miscellaneour Knowledge/Competency

Disaster preparedness
 

gfedc

Alternative/Renewable energy
 

gfedc

Sustainability
 

gfedc

Social sciences (list below)
 

gfedc

Liberal arts (list below)
 

gfedc

Military/Tactical
 

gfedc

Business, Finance, Economics (list below)
 

gfedc

Travel experience (list destinations below)
 

gfedc

Other (please specify)
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Please select all areas in which you have skill or strength.

10. My professional or interpersonal skills and experience

9. Professional/Interpersonal Skills and Experience

Child development
 

gfedc

Family relationships
 

gfedc

Mediation/Arbitration
 

gfedc

Business development/entrepreneurship
 

gfedc

Communications/marketing/promotion
 

gfedc

Internet social networking
 

gfedc

Emotional and mental health
 

gfedc

Education/teaching (list topic below)
 

gfedc

Career counseling
 

gfedc

Public speaking
 

gfedc

Medical (list below)
 

gfedc

Administration (list below)
 

gfedc

Other career skills (list below)
 

gfedc

Other professional skills (list below)
 

gfedc

Other (please specify)
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Please select all ways in which you would consider sharing your skills or experiences.

11. I would consider sharing my skills and experiences in the following ways . . .

10. Sharing Your Skills

Personal presentation to interest groups
 

gfedc

Small group instruction
 

gfedc

One-On-One Mentoring
 

gfedc

Conducting an occasional class
 

gfedc

Conducting a regular class
 

gfedc

Presentation to the schools
 

gfedc

Writing an article or feature for a newspaper or website
 

gfedc

Through an internet forum or blog
 

gfedc

Through an instructional video available on the Municipal website
 

gfedc

Other (please specify)
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Please select all ways in which you would need assistance.

12. I would need or appreciate help with the following:

11. Tools and Assistance I Would Need in order to Share my Skills

Designing and creating a presentation
 

gfedc

Finding interested groups/teaching venues
 

gfedc

Partners to share the presentation/teaching duties
 

gfedc

Writing/Editing my article
 

gfedc

Setting up the internet forum or blog
 

gfedc

Creating an instructional video
 

gfedc

Other (please specify)
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Discover Our People--L'anseDiscover Our People--L'anseDiscover Our People--L'anseDiscover Our People--L'anse

13. I would be willing to help by sharing my ideas and skills, or by helping someone 
else to share their skills. Write name and additional contact information such as 
telephone number or e-mail address below, along with an idea of how you would be 
willing to participate (will be kept confidential among Municipal officials).

12. Further participation
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